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100 DEFINITIONS 

Unless specifically defined below, words and phrases used in this Ordinance shall have the same 

meaning as they have under common usage, to give this Ordinance its most reasonable application. 

Words used in the present tense include the future, the singular number includes the plural, and the plural 

number includes the singular. The word "may" is permissive; "shall" is mandatory and not discretionary. 

Base Use Volume: The minimum volume of wastewater billed annually to each User to recover costs 

associated with making service available, including expenses associated with operation and 

maintenance, metering, and billing. The Base Use Volume shall be documented in the Wastewater 

Regulations. 

Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD): The quantity of oxygen utilized in the biochemical oxidation of 

organic matter under standard laboratory procedure in 5 days at 20°C., expressed in milligrams per liter. 

Building: Any structure within which Wastewater is generated, regardless of the materials of which it 

is constructed, or the use to which it is put. 

Building Drain: That part of the lowest horizontal piping of a drain system which receives Wastewater 

discharge from piping located inside the walls of a Building to a point located five feet outside the inner 

face of the Building wall. 

Building Sewer: The extension from the Building Drain to the Public Wastewater System or Subsurface 

Wastewater Disposal System. 

Clean Water Act: Means Federal Water Pollution Control Act, also known as the Clean Water Act, as 

amended, 33 U.S.C. 1251, et seq. 

Commissioners’ Authorized Representative: Persons charged by the Wastewater Commissioners with 

specific responsibilities for management of Wastewater. This includes the Local Plumbing Inspector. 

Cooling Water: Water discharged from any use such as air-conditioning, cooling, or refrigeration, 

during which the only Pollutant added to the water is heat. 

Corrosive Material: Any material which will cause corrosion or deterioration of the Public Wastewater 

System or applicable Wastewater Treatment Plant, including material which has a pH value less than 

6.0 or greater than 10.0 standard units. 

Discharge Monitoring Report (DMR): A periodic report prepared by industries, municipalities and 

other such facilities to document the quality of effluent being discharged to an outfall, typically pursuant 

to a permit issued by a federal, state, or local agency. 

Dwelling Unit: As defined in the Rockport Land Use Ordinance. 

Equivalent User: Means the User described in Section 302(1).  

Fats, Oils, and Grease (FOG): Any substance such as a vegetable or animal product that is used in, or 

is a byproduct of, the cooking or food preparation process, and that turns or may turn viscous or solidify 

with a change in temperature or conditions.  

Fee Schedule: Fees adopted by the Commissioners as part of the Wastewater Regulations. 

https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/33/1251
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water_pollution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Industry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Municipality
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Garbage: Solid Waste resulting from food preparation. 

Gravity Sewer: That part of the Public Wastewater System piping that uses gravity to move Wastewater. 

Indirect Discharge: Means the introduction of Pollutants into the PWS or Wastewater Treatment Plant 

from any non-domestic source, including those regulated under section 307(b), (c) or (d) of the Clean 

Water Act. 

Industrial/Commercial User: Shall mean any Person, including the owner or occupant of any Building, 

who discharges or causes a discharge of Industrial Wastewater directly or indirectly to the PWS. For 

definitional convenience within this Ordinance, the term Industrial/Commercial User includes 

commercial, educational, religious, healthcare, municipal and other facilities or businesses that discharge 

Industrial Wastewater.  

Industrial Wastewater: Liquid waste discharged to the Public Wastewater System that is not Sanitary 

Wastewater. 

Interference: A discharge which, alone or in conjunction with discharges from other sources, inhibits 

or disrupts the PWS or receiving Wastewater Treatment Plant, its treatment processes or operations, or 

its sludge processes, use or disposal; and therefore, is a cause of a violation of any applicable discharge 

permit(s) or of the prevention of sewage sludge use or disposal in compliance with all applicable federal, 

state or local laws, ordinances or regulations. 

Local Plumbing Inspector (LPI): An inspector appointed by the Town of Rockport that is certified by 

the State of Maine with the responsibilities delineated by 30-A MRS § 4221, 4451, and 10-144 CMR 

Chapter 241. 

National Categorical Pretreatment Standard: Any regulation containing pollutant discharge limits 

promulgated by the United States Environmental Protection Agency in accordance with Section 307 (b) 

and (c) of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. section 1317) and 40 CFR Chapter I, Subchapter N, Parts 405 

through 471.  

Natural Outlet: Any outlet that discharges directly to groundwater, or to a ditch, brook, lake, pond, 

stream, harbor, bay, or the ocean. 

Ordinance: Shall mean the Rockport Wastewater Ordinance and any Wastewater Regulations adopted 

by the Wastewater Commissioners. 

Pass Through: The discharge of Pollutants to the PWS in quantities or concentrations which, alone or 

in conjunction with a discharge or discharges from other sources, is a cause of violation of any 

requirement of the receiving Wastewater Treatment Plant’s discharge permit (including an increase in 

the magnitude or duration of a violation). 

Person: An individual, corporation, governmental agency, town, trust, estate, partnership, association, 

or other legal entity.  
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Pollutant: Includes, but is not limited to, hazardous substances as defined under the Comprehensive 

Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), substances in amounts 

exceeding standards promulgated by the United States Environmental Protection Agency pursuant to 

Section 307 of the Toxic Substances Control Act, chemical elements or compounds, phenols or other 

taste or odor-producing substances, Solid Waste, sewage sludge, munitions, medical waste, radiological 

materials, petroleum products, corrosive materials, or other substances which are not susceptible to 

treatment, or which may interfere with the biological processes or efficiency of a Wastewater Treatment 

Plant. 

Pretreatment: The application of physical, chemical or biological processes to reduce the concentration 

or volume of Pollutants in Wastewater or alter the nature of the Pollutant properties of the Wastewater 

prior to discharging such Wastewater into the Public Wastewater System. 

Public Wastewater System (PWS): All publicly owned piping, manholes, pumps, and any other 

equipment used to collect and convey Wastewater to a Wastewater Treatment Plant, as distinct from a 

Subsurface Wastewater Disposal System. 

Sanitary Wastewater: Liquid waste discharged from a building's or structure's sanitary conveniences 

such as toilets, washrooms, urinals, sinks, showers, and domestic laundry. The Local Plumbing Inspector 

shall determine if a Wastewater discharge meets the definition of "Sanitary Wastewater." 

Septage: Waste material contained in or removed from a septic tank. 

Sewer: Subsurface piping which carries Sanitary and Industrial Wastewater and to which storm, surface, 

and ground waters are not intentionally discharged. 

Sewer Extension: Any new connection to the PWS of the Town whether located in a public way or on 

private property and whether constructed at public or private expense. 

Significant Industrial User: Except as provided in paragraph (3) below, a Significant Industrial User 

is: 

1. An Industrial/Commercial User subject to National Categorical Pretreatment Standards; or

2. An Industrial/Commercial User that:

a. Discharges an average of five thousand (5,000) gallons per day (gpd) or more of process

wastewater to the PWS (excluding Sanitary Wastewater, noncontact cooling and boiler

blowdown wastewater); or

b. Is designated as such by the Commissioners or the Commissioners’ Authorized

Representative on the basis that it has a reasonable potential for adversely affecting

operation of the PWS or the receiving Wastewater Treatment Plant or for violating any

Pretreatment standard or requirement.

3. Upon finding that an Industrial/Commercial User meeting the criteria in paragraph (2) above

has no reasonable potential for adversely affecting operation of the PWS or the receiving

Wastewater Treatment Plant or for violating any Pretreatment Standard or Requirement, the

Commissioners or the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative may at any time, on its own

initiative or in response to a petition received from the Industrial/Commercial User, and in

accordance with procedures in 40 CFR 403.8(f)(6), determine that such Industrial/Commercial

User should not be considered a Significant Industrial User.
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Slug Discharge: Any discharge of Wastewater or water which in concentration of any given constituent 

or in quantity of flow that, in the opinion of the Commissioners or the Commissioners’ Authorized 

Representative, causes harm or potential harm to the PWS or Wastewater Treatment Plant. 

Solid Wastes: Wastes which will or may cause interference with the proper operation of the PWS or a 

Wastewater Treatment Plant. Materials in this category include, but are not limited to, FOG, Garbage, 

animal guts or tissues, paunch manure, bones, hair, hides or fleshings, entrails, feathers, ashes, cinders, 

sand, spent lime, stone or marble dust, metal, glass, straw, shavings, grass clippings, rags, spent grains, 

spent hops, waste paper, wood, plastic, tar asphalt residues, residues from refining or processing of fuel 

or lubricating oil, or any other such similar materials. There shall be a presumption that the introduction 

of any such material into the PWS will obstruct or interfere with the proper operation of the PWS or 

applicable Wastewater Treatment Plant.  

Storm Drain: A pipe which conveys storm and other surface waters. 

Subsurface Wastewater Disposal System (SWDS): Any system designed to dispose of Wastewater on 

or beneath the surface of the earth; including, but not limited to, the following: septic tanks; disposal 

fields; legally existing, nonconforming cesspools; holding tanks; pretreatment filter, piping, or any other 

fixture, mechanism, or apparatus used for those purposes.  

Suspended Solids: Solids that either float on the surface of, or are in suspension within water, sewage, 

or other liquids, and which are removable by laboratory filtering. 

Town: The Town of Rockport, Maine. 

User: Shall mean any Person who discharges or causes a discharge of Sanitary or Industrial Wastewater 

directly or indirectly to the PWS. "User" also means the owner of real estate served by the PWS or the 

Person against whom taxes on that real estate are assessed.  

Wastewater: Industrial Wastewater and Sanitary Wastewater discharged from a Dwelling Unit or 

Building, together with any groundwater, surface water, and stormwater that may be present. 

Wastewater Commissioners (Commissioners): The Select Board of the Town of Rockport. 

Wastewater Regulations: Rules and fees adopted by the Wastewater Commissioners to govern the 

installation, maintenance, permitting, planning, debt retirement, and other matters related to the Public 

Wastewater System and Subsurface Wastewater Disposal Systems. 

Wastewater Treatment Plant: Any arrangement of devices, facilities, structures, equipment, or works 

constructed to treat Wastewater prior to discharge to the environment pursuant to a permit issued by a 

governing body. 
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200 AUTHORITY, PURPOSE AND APPLICABILITY 

201 Title 

This ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the “Town of Rockport Wastewater Ordinance” and 

shall be referred to hereafter as “this Ordinance”.  

202 Authority 

This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to the enabling provisions of Article VIII, Part 2, Section 1 of the 

Maine Constitution, and provisions of 30-A, M.R.S.A. Section M.R.S.A. Section 3001. 

203 Purpose 

The purpose of this Ordinance is to promote the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of the Town 

and the environment by regulating Wastewater discharge. 

204 Applicability 

This Ordinance applies to Wastewater discharges within the Town, and prohibits discharge of any 

Wastewater, Solid Waste, or Pollutants to any location within the Town, including, but not limited to, 

the surface of the ground or any Natural Outlet, except in accordance with applicable federal, state or 

local laws, ordinances or regulations, including this Ordinance.  

205 Separability 

If any section, subsection or any portion of this Ordinance is declared invalid for any reason, such a 

decision shall not affect the validity of any other section, subsection or other portion of this Ordinance. 

206 Conflict with Other Ordinances 

Wherever the requirements of this Ordinance differ from the requirements of any other lawfully adopted 

rules, regulations, or ordinances, the most restrictive shall govern. 

207 Amendments 

This Ordinance may be amended by the Wastewater Commissioners after a public hearing and voter 

approval. The Commissioners may adopt and amend Wastewater Regulations after holding a public 

hearing and upon a majority vote of the Commissioners. 
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300 ADMINISTRATION 

301 Wastewater Commissioners  

The Wastewater Commissioners, herein referred to as the Commissioners, shall: 

1. Administer and enforce the provisions of this Ordinance (as amended).

2. Adopt, and periodically update, Wastewater Regulations (including a Fee Schedule), to

implement the provisions of this Ordinance.

3. Appoint, designate, or hire staff or contractors to implement this Ordinance.

4. Plan the financing, maintenance and future expansion of the Public Wastewater System (PWS).

302 PWS Charges 

The methods of cost recovery for the PWS, which shall be established by the Commissioners and 

documented in the Wastewater Regulations, are as follows: 

1. Debt Charges: The Commissioners shall establish a fee per Equivalent User to pay for the debt

costs (including capital maintenance) of the PWS. The term Equivalent User is a standard unit

of measure used to compare the potential Wastewater contribution to the PWS from any

Building to that of a Dwelling Unit. The resulting annual debt payment per Equivalent User shall

be billed quarterly, using the following method to determine the number of Equivalent Users

per Dwelling Unit or Building:

a. Each Dwelling Unit that is either connected to the PWS or located on property that abuts

the Gravity Sewer, but has not yet connected to the Gravity Sewer, shall constitute one

Equivalent User.

b. For all other Buildings that are either connected to the PWS or are located on property

that abuts the Gravity Sewer, but have not yet connected to the Gravity Sewer, the

number of Equivalent Users shall be calculated as the ratio of the estimated design flow

of Wastewater for the Building in question as listed in Table 5C in the State of Maine

Subsurface Waste Water Rules 10-144 Chapter 241 to the assigned flow of a three-

bedroom single family dwelling unit listed in Table 5A of the same document, rounded

up to the nearest whole number.

2. Use Charges: All other costs for the PWS shall be recovered through Use Charges which shall

be determined by applying the Use Charge rate to metered water use, metered Wastewater

discharge (in the absence of a water meter), or provisions in the Wastewater Regulations for

Users who do not have a meter, as may be adjusted by other provisions in this Ordinance,

including any Base Use Volume, Special PWS Use Charges, or Special Agreements with

Industrial/Commercial Users. The Use Charge rate shall be periodically updated by the

Commissioners in the Wastewater Regulations. The Base Use Volume, which is applicable to

all Users, shall be determined and assessed by the Commissioners and listed in the Wastewater

Regulations.
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303 Special PWS Use Charge 

A Special PWS Use Charge rate may be assigned by the Commissioners to any User whose Wastewater 

situation is such that it would be in the public interest to waive or adjust the requirements of this 

Ordinance. The Commissioners, after study and advice from the Town’s consulting engineer (as 

appropriate), shall assign a Special PWS Use Charge rate to such User by separate agreement with the 

User. The public interest, as determined by the Commissioners, shall be the basis for such agreement. 

304 Sewer Liens 

Any Person in arrears on payment of any Debt Charges or Use Charges or other amounts owing to the 

PWS, shall have a lien to secure the payment of such charges legally assessed on their associated real 

estate within the Town. Sewer Liens shall take precedence over all other claims on such real estate, 

excepting only claims for property taxes. The Town shall have the authority and power to file liens, sue 

for and collect Debt Charges, Use Charges and any other amounts owing to the PWS. 

305 Authorization to Borrow Funds 

The Commissioners are authorized to borrow up to $1,000,000 annually for capital expenditures, and 

any amount necessary for emergency expenditures. 

306 Abatements 

The Commissioners or the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative may consider abatement of Use 

Charges if a User produces satisfactory evidence that metered water did not enter the PWS. A Person 

requesting an abatement shall follow the procedures established by the Commissioners as set forth in the 

Regulations. 

307 Meters 

Any User may place on their property, at their own expense, a meter which shall be approved and subject 

to periodic inspection by the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative to measure either the volume 

of Wastewater being discharged to the PWS or the amount of water being used on the property which 

does not enter the PWS. An adjustment of the Use Charge shall be made which conforms to the meter 

reading. The User is responsible for reporting the meter reading to the appropriate authority for making 

the billing adjustment. 
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308 Violations and Penalties 

Any Person or User found by the Commissioners or the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative to 

be violating any provision of this Ordinance, including all adopted Regulations, shall be notified by the 

Commissioners or the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative with written notice stating the nature 

of the violation and providing a time limit for correcting said violation. The Person or User notified of 

the violation shall, within the period of time stated, correct all such violations or permanently cease 

discharging to the PWS.  

Any violation which continues beyond the time limit set forth in a written notice to cease or correct the 

violation shall constitute a violation subject to a fine specified in the Regulations adopted by the 

Commissioners. Each day a violation continues shall be considered a separate offense. Fines, costs, and 

legal fees may be recovered as provided under title 30-A, M.R.S.A. section 4452. 

Any Person or User violating this Ordinance, including any Regulations, shall become liable to the Town 

for any expenses, loss or damage caused to the Town by reason of such violation, including but not 

limited to cost and reasonable legal fees to enforce this Ordinance and the Regulations.  

Notwithstanding any of the foregoing, the Commissioners or the Commissioners’ Authorized 

Representative may immediately institute any appropriate action including injunctions, consent 

agreements or any other action to prevent, restrain, or abate a violation hereof. 
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400 USE OF THE PWS 

401 Required Use of the PWS 

Any Person who owns any Dwelling Unit or Building located within the Town on property abutting any 

street, alley, or right-of-way where there is an adjacent Gravity Sewer shall, at their own expense, 

connect to the PWS to discharge all Wastewater in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance. 

However, any such existing Dwelling Unit or Building that is serviced by an existing and functioning 

Subsurface Wastewater Disposal System (SWDS) shall not be required to connect to the PWS until (i) 

90 days after the date that the applicable SWDS fails to function in a satisfactory and sanitary manner in 

accordance with applicable law, ordinance, or regulation, as determined by the Local Plumbing Inspector 

(LPI); or (ii) within 180 days after the property serviced by the SWDS is sold or ownership is otherwise 

legally transferred. 

402 Building Sewers and Connections 

1 There shall be two classes of sewer connection permits: (i) for residential and other locations 

where the discharge is limited to Sanitary Wastewater, and (ii) Industrial/Commercial, where 

the discharge includes Industrial Wastewater. The LPI shall have sole discretion as to which 

connection permit is applicable. Significant Industrial Users are also required to obtain an 

Industrial Wastewater Discharge Permit as described in Chapter 800. One copy of the 

connection permit shall be available at the worksite and the Commissioners’ Authorized 

Representative shall be granted reasonable access to inspect the work while it is in progress and 

upon completion.  

2 No Person shall make any connection with or opening into, use, alter, or disturb the PWS 

without first obtaining a written permit from the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative. A 

Person applying for a permit shall conform to all requirements contained in this Ordinance to 

make connection to the PWS, including obtaining any required insurance. All the work related 

to the installation of the Building Sewer, and the connection to the PWS shall be performed 

according to the provisions of this Ordinance and applicable laws and regulations. 

3 Any Person proposing a new discharge into the PWS, or a material change in the volume or 

character of its existing discharge, shall notify the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative 

at least 45 days prior to the proposed change or connection. Such notice shall contain relevant 

information including, but not limited to, the new volume and character of the Wastewater 

Discharge, including any Pollutants that might be contained in the Wastewater. Such new 

discharge or material change shall not be allowed until written permission is received from the 

Commissioners’ Authorized Representative. 

4 To obtain a permit, a complete application with a non-refundable permit and inspection fee 

including all applicable plans and specifications to show the proposed work shall be submitted. 

The Commissioners’ Authorized Representative may request additional information to verify 

that the work meets the provisions of this Ordinance. Following application review by the 

Commissioners’ Authorized Representative, the permit shall be granted, granted with 

conditions, or denied. All decisions of the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative shall be 

in writing.  

5 All costs and expenses associated with the installation, connection and repair of the Building 

Sewer to the PWS shall be borne by the applicant. The applicant shall hold harmless the Town 

from any loss or damage that may directly or indirectly be caused by the installation of the 

Building Sewer. 
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6 Every Building requiring a connection to the PWS shall have a separate and independent 

Building Sewer line that is reasonably accessible for maintenance, repair, or replacement. An 

exception may be granted by the Commissioners if it can be demonstrated that it is impracticable 

to comply with this requirement. In such cases, at a minimum, a separate cleanout must be 

provided, as well as a written plan to address the repair and maintenance of the Building Sewer 

in question. Such plan may include, but not be limited to, any recorded easements or covenants 

necessary to provide access. 

7 For Industrial/Commercial User connections, the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative 

may require the installation of a sewer manhole for Wastewater monitoring purposes, or the 

Commissioners’ Authorized Representative may require connection directly to a manhole in the 

Gravity Sewer. 

8 Existing Building Sewers or portions thereof may be used in connection with new Building 

Sewers only when they comply with this Ordinance, as determined by the Commissioners’ 

Authorized Representative. 

9 An applicant for a Building Sewer permit shall notify the Commissioners’ Authorized 

Representative at least 72 hours before beginning construction of the Building Sewer and also 

when the Building Sewer is ready for inspection and connection to the PWS. The connection 

shall be made under the supervision of the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative. 

10 All excavations for a Building Sewer installation shall be adequately guarded with barricades 

to protect the public from hazard. Streets, sidewalks, parkways, and other public property 

disturbed in the course of the work shall be restored in a manner satisfactory to the 

Commissioners’ Authorized Representative.  

11 Work on a Building Sewer may be authorized in an emergency to fix or repair a sewer line or 

connection to the PWS under the following conditions: 

i. The Commissioners’ Authorized Representative shall be notified of the nature of the

emergency and the need to proceed immediately, prior to commencing any work. Verbal

authorization shall be obtained as soon as practicable and arrangements shall be made to

allow the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative to inspect the Building Sewer prior

to backfilling.

ii. A permit application shall be submitted on the first working day after starting the

emergency work.

403 Authorization to Make Connection to the PWS 

1. All applicable fees shall be paid and all applicable permits shall be obtained prior to beginning

construction of the Building Sewer, including the connection to the PWS. A Certificate of

Insurance covering bodily injury and property damage consistent with the coverage limits

specified in the Regulations shall be submitted to the Commissioners’ Authorized

Representative as part of the permit application. Such insurance, which is typically provided by

the contractor conducting the work, shall cover the Commissioners, Commissioners’

Authorized Representative, and the Town against any and all claims, liability or action for

damages incurred during or in any way connected to performance of the work of the applicant,

and for or by reason of any acts or omissions of the applicant in the performance of the work.

2. The connection to the PWS must pass two inspections conducted by the LPI, one for site

preparation before installation and one prior to final backfilling. The connection to the PWS

shall not be placed into operation until the LPI provides written notice to the applicant that

construction has been completed in accordance with this Ordinance.
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404 General Discharge Prohibitions 

These general prohibitions apply to any Person discharging into the PWS. 

1. No Person may introduce any material, including unusual concentrations of total suspended

solids, into the PWS which may cause Pass Through or Interference.

2. It is unlawful to discharge Industrial Wastewater to the PWS, except in compliance with this

Ordinance.

3. Stormwater, surface water, groundwater, roof runoff, subsurface drainage (including foundation

drains and/or sump pumps) shall not be discharged to the PWS. Such water shall be discharged

to such pipes that are specifically designated as storm sewers, or to a conveyance approved by

the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative. Non-contact cooling water or unpolluted

process waters shall not be discharged to a storm sewer or Natural Outlet without approval from

the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative, and provided the discharge complies with the

Maine Revised Statutes Annotated, Title 38, Chapter 3, Section 413.

405 Specific Discharge Prohibitions 

In addition to the General Prohibitions described in Section 404, above, the following discharges to the PWS 

are specifically prohibited: 

1. Any flammable or explosive liquid, solid, or gas, or any other Pollutants which may create a fire

or explosive hazard in the PWS or receiving Wastewater Treatment Plant, including, but not

limited to, waste streams with a closed-cup flashpoint of less than 140 degrees F (60 degrees C)

using test methods specified in 40 CFR 261.21.

2. Any Pollutants in sufficient quantity or concentration, either singly or by interaction with other

Pollutants, to injure or interfere with any Wastewater Treatment Plant process, to constitute a

hazard to human health or the environment, to create a toxic effect in the receiving waters of the

Wastewater Treatment Plant, or to exceed the limitations set forth in a National Categorical

Pretreatment Standard found in 40 CFR Chapter I, Subchapter N, Parts 405-471, or an Industrial

Discharge Permit issued pursuant to this Ordinance.

3. Any Wastewater which may cause corrosive structural damage to the PWS or receiving

Wastewater Treatment Plant including but not limited to the following characteristics: All

Wastewater with a pH lower than 5.0 or greater than 10.3, unless expressly approved by the

Commissioners or the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative.

4. Any wastes or Wastewaters having solid or viscous material which could cause an obstruction to

flow in the PWS or the receiving Wastewater Treatment Plant or in any way could interfere with

the treatment process, including, but not limited to, significant proportions of ashes, wax,

paraffin, cinders, sand, mud, straw, shavings, metal, glass, rags, lint, feathers, tars, plastics, wood

and sawdust, hair and fleshings, entrails, lime slurries, beer and distillery slops, grain processing

wastes, grinding compounds, acetylene generation sludge, chemical residues, acid residues, food

processing bulk solids, snow, ice, and whole or ground seafood shells, whole blood, unground

garbage, paper dishes, cups, whole or ground milk containers, and all other solid objects,

material, refuse, and debris not normally contained in Sanitary Wastewater.

5. Fats, Oil, and Grease (FOG), whether emulsified or not, in excess of 100 mg/L or containing

substances which may solidify or become viscous at temperatures between 32° F and 150° F (0°

C and 65° C).
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6. Any waste which, either singly or by interaction with other wastes, may result in the presence of

noxious or malodorous liquids, gases, vapors, fumes or solids which are sufficient to create a

public nuisance or a hazard to human health and the environment, or to prevent entry into the

PWS for maintenance or repair.

7. Any substance which may cause the receiving Wastewater Treatment Plant effluent or any other

product of the Wastewater Treatment Plant such as biosolids, sludges, or scums, to be unsuitable

for disposal in a permitted landfill or for reclamation and reuse, or to interfere with the

reclamation and reuse process. In no case shall a substance discharged to the PWS cause the

receiving Wastewater Treatment Plant to be in noncompliance with sludge use or disposal

criteria, guidelines, or regulations developed under Section 405 of the Clean Water Act; or with

any criteria, guidelines, or regulations affecting sludge use or disposal developed pursuant to the

Solid Waste Disposal Act, the Clean Air Act, or Maine DEP "Rules for Land Application of

Sludge and Residuals" - MRSA Title 38, Section 1304, Chapter 419.

8. Any Pollutants, including oxygen demanding Pollutants (BOD, etc.) released in a discharge at a

flow rate and/or Pollutant concentration which, either singly or by interaction with other

Pollutants, will cause Interference to the PWS or receiving Wastewater Treatment Plant or Pass

Through to the receiving waters.

9. Any Slug Discharge.

10. Any Wastewaters with objectionable color not removed in the treatment process, such as, but not

limited to, dye wastes and vegetable tanning solutions.

11. Wastewater having a temperature greater than 140 degrees F (60 degrees C), or which will inhibit

biological activity or cause damage in the PWS or receiving Wastewater Treatment Plant

resulting in Interference, but in no case Wastewater which causes the temperature at the entrance

into the Wastewater Treatment Plant to exceed 40 degrees Centigrade (104 degrees Fahrenheit).

12. Any sludges or deposited solids resulting from a Pretreatment process.

13. Any petroleum oil, non-biodegradable cutting oil or products of mineral oil origin in amounts

that will cause Interference or Pass Through.

14. Any Pollutants which result in the presence of toxic gases, vapors, or fumes within the PWS or

receiving Wastewater Treatment Plant in a quantity that threatens human health and safety or the

environment.

15. Any medical wastes, except as specifically authorized by an Industrial Discharge Permit.

16. Any Wastewater causing, alone or in conjunction with other sources, the receiving Wastewater

Treatment Plant’s effluent to fail a toxicity test.

17. Any detergents, surface-active agents, or other substances that might cause excessive foaming in

the PWS or receiving Wastewater Treatment Plant.

18. Any trucked or hauled Pollutants, except as approved by the Commissioners or the

Commissioners’ Authorized Representative.

19. Any Pollutants, substances, or Wastewater prohibited by this Section shall not be processed or

stored in such a manner that they could potentially discharge to the PWS or receiving Wastewater

Treatment Plant.
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500 SUBSURFACE WASTEWATER DISPOSAL 

1. If a Building Sewer is not connected to the PWS and is not located on property that abuts the

Gravity Sewer, it shall be connected to a SWDS that complies with the applicable provisions of

this Ordinance and the requirements of the State of Maine Subsurface Wastewater Disposal

Rules, Chapter 241, as amended.

2. Before commencing construction of an SWDS, the Owner shall obtain a permit by submitting

an application to the Town using forms provided or approved by the Maine Department of

Health and Human Services. The applicant shall supplement the permit application with any

plans, specifications and other information as are deemed necessary by the LPI. A permit and

inspection fee shall be assessed per the current fee schedule in the Regulations and paid at the

time the application is filed with the Town.

3. No SWDS construction permit shall be issued for a Dwelling Unit or Building that abuts the

Gravity Sewer.

4. The SWDS must pass two inspections conducted by the LPI, one for site preparation before

installation and one prior to final backfilling. The SWDS shall not be placed into operation until

the LPI provides written notice to the Owner that construction has been completed in accordance

with this Ordinance and the requirements of the State of Maine Subsurface Wastewater Disposal

Rules, Chapter 241, as amended.

5. Unless otherwise approved by the Commissioners, no SWDS shall be permitted to discharge to

any Natural Outlet.

6. At such time that a Dwelling Unit or Building served by a SWDS connects to the PWS, a direct

connection from the Building Sewer to the PWS shall be made and the SWDS shall be taken

out of service and no longer used. The Septage shall be pumped and disposed at a facility

licensed to receive Septage. The tank shall be removed or the top crushed and the void filled

with suitable material.

7. Any time that a property served by an SWDS changes ownership, the Septage shall be pumped

and disposed at a licensed facility prior to the transfer of ownership. The seller shall be

responsible for notifying the Town in writing at least one week in advance of the scheduled

pump-out so that an inspection may be conducted by the LPI, either at their discretion, or upon

a written request from any party subject to the purchase and sale agreement.
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600 SEWER EXTENSIONS 

601 Commissioner Initiated Sewer Extensions 

1. The Commissioners may propose Sewer Extensions when in the Commissioners’ opinion such

Sewer Extensions serve the public interest or the Sewer Extension is recommended in the

Comprehensive Plan or equivalent Town documents.

2. The Commissioners may develop a financing plan to construct the Sewer Extension, which

may include, but is not limited to, a combination of public and private financing and grants.

602 Privately Constructed Sewer Extensions 

1. Any Person intending to construct and operate a Sewer Extension to the PWS shall obtain

approval from the Commissioners. The application for said request shall include detailed

design drawings and documents developed at the sold expense of the requestor. Following

review by the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative(s), the Commissioners shall vote to

grant, deny, or modify the request.

2. The Commissioners may impose conditions on the proposed Sewer Extension to protect or

further the interests of the Town, including but not limited to, requiring financial assurance to

ensure the project is completed as proposed.

3. All proposed Sewer Extensions to the PWS shall be designed and constructed in accordance

with the requirements of all federal, state or local laws, ordinances or regulations. The preferred

design for the extension is to use the road right-of-way and extend the sewer to a point

perpendicular to the front of the existing or proposed building(s) to be served. The

Commissioners may consider an alternative based upon limitations or constraints of the site.
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603 Ownership and Operation of Sewer Extensions 

1 It shall be the Commissioners’ responsibility to ensure that any Sewer Extension constructed 

by the Town, including any pump stations and other associated features that are not located 

within a Public Right-of-Way, shall have all applicable easements executed and recorded. 

2 If a privately-constructed Sewer Extension is to be conveyed to the Town, the Commissioners’ 

Authorized Representative shall ensure that the Sewer Extension, including any pump stations 

and other associated features that are not located within a Public Right-of-Way, have all 

applicable easements executed and recorded. The Commissioners have the authority to require 

financial assurance from the owner to cover construction and title defects of any kind, 

including materials and equipment, as well as consequential damages to adjacent property for 

a period of not less than one year from the date the construction has been certified complete 

by the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative. As part of the completion certification, a 

complete set of as-builts in digital format and one hard copy shall be provided to the 

Commissioners.  

3 If the Sewer Extension is to remain under private ownership, the owner shall comply with all 

applicable federal, state or local laws, ordinances or regulations, as well as assume full 

operational and financial responsibility for all ongoing operation, maintenance, and repair 

obligations. The Commissioners shall have the authority to require financial assurance for said 

obligations. Prior to being authorized by the Commissioners to discharge to the PWS, the 

Sewer Extension must pass two inspections conducted by the LPI, one for site preparation 

before making the connection to the PWS and one prior to final backfilling. The connection to 

the PWS shall not be placed into operation until the LPI provides written notice to the owner 

that construction has been completed in accordance with this Ordinance. The construction shall 

be certified as complete by the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative and, as part of that 

certification, a complete set of as-builts in digital format and one hard copy shall be provided 

to the Commissioners. 
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700 POWERS AND DUTIES OF INSPECTORS 

1. The Commissioners’ Authorized Representative, bearing identification, shall be permitted to

enter all property at reasonable times for the purposes of inspection, observation, measurement,

sampling and testing in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance.

2. While performing inspection work, the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative shall

comply with reasonable safety requirements established by the applicant.

3. The Commissioners’ Authorized Representative shall be permitted to enter all private property

through which the Town holds a recorded easement. Such entry shall be for the purposes of,

but not limited to, inspection, observation, measurement, sampling, repair and maintenance of

any portion of the PWS lying within said easement. All entry and subsequent work, if any, on

said easement, shall be done in accordance with the terms of the easement.
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800 INDUSTRIAL USE OF THE PWS 

801  Industrial Wastewater Discharge to the PWS 

Industrial/Commercial Users who are not Significant Industrial Users shall be allowed to discharge 

Industrial Wastewater to the PWS without an Industrial Discharge Permit provided said discharge 

complies with all provisions of this Ordinance and all other applicable federal, state or local laws, 

ordinances, or regulations. 

802 Special Agreements 

Nothing in this section shall be construed as preventing the imposition of special terms and conditions 

between an Industrial/Commercial User and the Commissioners (and the applicable Wastewater 

Treatment Plant, when required by agreement) due to the discharge of Industrial Wastewater of unusual 

strength, character, or volume into the PWS for treatment, subject to payment therefor, by the 

Industrial/Commercial User. Said terms and conditions shall be documented by written agreement 

between the Commissioners and the Industrial/Commercial User. 

803 Protection from Prohibited Discharge 

Industrial/Commercial Users shall provide protection to prevent prohibited discharges of any kind to the 

PWS, including Pollutants or other materials regulated by this Ordinance (see Sections 404 and 405) or 

any other applicable federal, state or local law, ordinance or regulation. 

804 Reporting of Prohibited Discharge 

If, for any reason, an Industrial/Commercial User fails to comply with, or will be unable to comply with, 

any provision concerning prohibited discharges as described in this Ordinance or any other applicable 

federal, state or local laws, ordinances or regulations, then the Industrial/Commercial User shall notify 

the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative within 24-hours. In addition, a written report addressed 

to the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative detailing the date, time and cause of the accidental 

discharge, the quantity and characteristics of the discharge and corrective action measures taken, or to 

be taken, shall be submitted to the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative by the 

Industrial/Commercial User within 7 days of the non-complying discharge. 

805 Industrial Discharge Permit 

Significant Industrial Users shall obtain an Industrial Discharge Permit, as distinct from the permit 

required to connect to the PWS. All Industrial Discharge Permits shall be approved by the 

Commissioners or Commissioners’ Authorized Representative prior to the discharge of any Industrial 

Wastewater to the PWS. All existing Significant Industrial Users discharging to the PWS shall apply for 

an Industrial Discharge Permit within 30 days of receiving a written notice from the Commissioners or 

Commissioners’ Authorized Representative to do so. 

806 Industrial Discharge Permit Application 

A Significant Industrial User shall submit an application for an Industrial Discharge Permit on a form 

prescribed by the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative, along with any applicable fees as listed 

in the Regulations. The application shall include a detailed description of the physical and chemical 

characteristics of the anticipated Industrial Wastewater, including, but not limited to, process flow 

drawings and a listing of the raw materials to be used. The Commissioners’ Authorized Representative 

may require additional testing or documentation as part of evaluating the permit application.  
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807 Industrial Discharge Permit Conditions 

Industrial Discharge Permits shall be subject to all provisions of this Ordinance and any other applicable 

federal, state or local laws, ordinances or regulations, and may include, but not be limited to, the 

following conditions: 

1. A schedule of charges and fees for any Industrial Wastewater to be discharged to the PWS.

2. Average and maximum constituent limits.

3. Limits on rate and time of discharge or requirements for flow regulation and/or equalization.

4. Requirements for installation of inspection and sampling facilities and equipment, and

specifications for monitoring programs.

5. Requirements for sampling and laboratory testing methodology.

6. Requirements for maintaining and submitting technical reports and plan records relating to

Industrial Wastewater discharges.

7. Daily average and daily maximum discharge rates, or other appropriate conditions when Pollutants

subject to limitations and prohibitions are proposed or present in the Significant Industrial User’s

discharge.

8. Compliance schedules.

9. Effluent restrictions or limits or any other conditions on the Significant Industrial User if the

Commissioners’ Authorized Representative determines that such limits are necessary to protect the

quality of the Wastewater Treatment Plant influent, effluent, or sludge, or to maintain compliance

with any applicable federal, state or local laws, ordinances or regulations, including any contractual

agreements.

808 Duration of Industrial Discharge Permit 

Permits shall be issued for a period of 5 years. The terms and conditions of the permit may be subject to 

modification and change by the Commissioners or the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative prior 

to expiration of the permit. The Significant Industrial User shall be notified in writing of any proposed 

changes in its permit at least 30 days prior to the effective date of such changes. Any changes or new 

conditions in the permit shall include a reasonable time schedule for compliance. 

809 Transfer of an Industrial Discharge Permit 

An Industrial Discharge Permit shall not be reassigned or transferred or sold to a new Significant 

Industrial User without authorization from the Commissioners or the Commissioners’ Authorized 

Representative.  
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810 Revocation of Industrial Discharge Permit 

Any Significant Industrial User who violates any condition of its permit may be subject to revocation of 

that permit. Violations which may result in revocation of a permit include, but are not limited to, the 

following: 

1. Violation of this Ordinance.

2. Failure to accurately report the wastewater constituents and characteristics of that Significant

Industrial User's discharge.

3. Failure to report material changes in operations, or Wastewater constituents and characteristics.

4. Refusal to allow reasonable access to the Significant Industrial User's premises for the purpose

of inspection or monitoring.

5. Ineffective and improper operation and maintenance of the Significant Industrial User's

monitoring, sampling or pretreatment facilities.

811 Maximum Concentration Limits 

The Industrial Discharge Permit will specify concentration limits applicable to the Significant Industrial 

User based upon the anticipated discharge of chemical and other parameters as specified in the Industrial 

Wastewater Permit application. It shall be the responsibility of the Significant Industrial User to ensure 

compliance with the permit, this Ordinance, and all other applicable federal, state or local laws, 

ordinances or regulations, including any agreements with the applicable Wastewater Treatment Plant. In 

the event of a conflict between the various standards, the most restrictive shall apply.  

812 Pretreatment Requirements 

In the event that pretreatment or equalization of Industrial Wastewater flows prior to discharge into any 

part of the PWS is required, the Commissioners or the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative may 

require the Significant Industrial User, at their sole cost, to submit plans, specifications, and other 

pertinent data or information relating to such pretreatment or flow control facilities to the Commissioners 

for review and approval. A fee shall be assessed to the Significant Industrial User for review of said 

documents. The fee shall be based on the current fee schedule adopted by the Commissioners and listed 

in the Regulations. Such approval shall not exempt the discharge or such facilities from compliance with 

any applicable federal, state or local laws, ordinances or regulations. Following the submittal of such 

plans, specifications and other pertinent data or information, the Significant Industrial User shall not 

make any subsequent alterations or additions to such pretreatment or flow control facilities without first 

obtaining the approval of the Commissioners or the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative. 

813 Pretreatment Facility Operations 

Significant Industrial Users that are required to pretreat or control waste flows, shall maintain such 

pretreatment or control facilities in good working order and operate such facilities at their own cost and 

expense, subject to the requirements of all federal, state or local laws, ordinances or regulations. 

814 Discharge Monitoring Reports 

Significant Industrial Users required to obtain an Industrial Discharge Permit shall file a Discharge 

Monitoring Report (DMR) to the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative in accordance with their 

permit. The DMR may include, but not be limited to, flow volume and the results of any required 

laboratory testing.  
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815 Records and Monitoring 

Significant Industrial Users who are required to obtain an Industrial Discharge Permit shall comply with 

the following recordkeeping and monitoring requirements: 

1. Maintain records of flow volumes, analytical testing results, and any other records required in

their Industrial Discharge Permit (including DMRs) for a minimum of 7 years. Such records

shall be made available to the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative upon request.

2. A financial penalty may be assessed to Significant Industrial Users who do not file required

reports, including DMRs, in accordance with the conditions and schedule within their Industrial

Discharge Permit. Said penalty shall be based on the fee schedule in the Regulations.

3. Significant Industrial Users are responsible for installing and maintaining suitable monitoring

equipment to document and maintain compliance with their Industrial Discharge Permit,

including, but not limited to, flow measurements and sampling requirements. Such equipment

shall be made available for inspection by the Commissioners’ Authorized Representative.

4. When more than one Significant Industrial User can discharge into a common sewer, the

Commissioners’ Authorized Representative may require installation of separate monitoring

equipment for each Significant Industrial User.
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900 APPEALS 

901 Appeals 

The Commissioners shall be responsible for hearing and deciding upon appeals arising from the 

administration and enforcement of this Ordinance. The Commissioners shall hear and decide upon the 

following types of appeals: 

1. Administrative Appeal: To hear and decide where there is an alleged error in any order, decision,

requirement, or determination made by the Commissioners or the Commissioners’ Authorized

Representative.

2. Appeal to use an Alternative Method, Equipment or Process: To hear and decide whether an

alternative design, construction, engineering or installation method or process not specified or

allowed in this Ordinance may be used.

902 Appeal Procedure 

Any Person subject to a decision concerning the administration, enforcement or technical requirements 

of this Ordinance may request a written decision from the Commissioners or their Authorized 

Representative within 30 days of such decision. A written decision shall be provided within 10 working 

days from receipt of the written request. Any Person filing an appeal of the decision shall submit it in 

writing and pay any applicable fees to the Town within 30 days of receiving a written decision from the 

Commissioners or their Authorized Representative.  

Upon receipt of an appeal, the Commissioners shall place the appeal on the agenda of their next monthly 

meeting. The Commissioners shall hold a public hearing on the appeal. 

903 Decision 

The Commissioners shall review the appeal and may accept testimony from the applicant, municipal 

officials and employees, and/or the public. The appeal hearing may be continued until the next scheduled 

meeting to obtain additional information. The Commissioners shall make a final written decision within 

30 calendar days of the last appeal hearing.  

904 Appeal to Superior Court 

The appellant may appeal a decision of the Commissioners to the Maine Superior Court within 45 days 

of the date of the Commissioners’ final written decision. 
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