Town of Rockport Voters Guide

Annual Town Meeting Warrant
Tuesday, June 9, 2026

As is annual tradition, below is the voter’s guide for the Annual Town Meeting Warrant for the items to be voted
on at the polls on Tuesday, June 9th. Polls will be open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the Rockport Public Library.

Parking on election day is on page 5 of this guide as well as information concerning absentee balloting for those
unable to vote at the polls. More information on the election is available on the Town's website, including a copy
of the sample ballot.

The following candidates have filed papers with the necessary number of signatures to be placed on the ballot as
candidates for these respective offices.

a.

Select Board and Overseer — one-year term — one vacancy

i. Linda Greenlaw

ii. Craig Mitchell

iii. Geoffrey Parker

Select Board and Overseer — three-year term — two vacancies

i. Samantha Appleton
il. Kimberlee Graffam
iii. Darren Robbins

iv. Michael Thompson

Budget Committee — three-year term - three vacancies

i. Terry Abrams

ii. William Bow

iii. Clark Doran

iv. Richard Mitchell

Library Committee — three-year term — one vacancy

i. Lee Goss

Director of SAD #28 and Five Town CSD School Board - three-year term — one vacancy
i Christina Fuller
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Write-ins for all vacancies are also accepted, however, for a write in to accept the position, they must declare in
writing with the Town Clerk that if written in they will accept the position. Such declarations must be received
by the Town Clerk prior to the opening of the polls at 8 a.m. on June 9th, 2026.

Article 3. Shall the Town adopt the amendments to the Rockport Land Use Ordinance Zoning Map in
accordance with the 2025 Comprehensive Plan?

Note: A copy of the proposed zoning map amendment is available on the Town website and at the Town Office

Select Board Votes: 4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain RECOMMEND
Planning Board Votes: 4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain RECOMMEND

Explanation: This proposed zoning map amendment pertains to many parcels throughout town that either had
two, or more, zone districts over them and are now being converged to one district, as well as changing some
zone districts over parcels that do not meet the purpose of the existing zone district to a zone district that is more
suitable and stays with the character of the area.

Landowners and abutters to the proposed zone district changes that included any commercial use (either to add
to or reduce from) were notified as part of the Planning Board review process, which can be reviewed at the Feb-
ruary 26th, 2026, Planning Board meeting on the town’s website.

This amendment proposal is in accordance with the Comprehensive Plan of 2025 strategies FL-2 and FL-9,
which are outlined below:

. FL-2, - Review and clarify the purposes for each zone to ensure that allowed uses and standards
accomplish the purpose and are aligned with current community needs

. FL-9, - Identify lots that are not entirely within one zone, and for each lot, evaluate whether it
makes sense to change the boundaries of the relevant zones to make requirements more trans
parent and easier to understand, without unduly impacting neighborhood character

Article 4. Shall the Town adopt amendments to the Rockport Subdivision Ordinance?
Note: A copy of the proposed Subdivision Ordinance is available on the Town website and at the Town Office.

Select Board Votes: 4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain RECOMMEND
Planning Board Votes: 4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain RECOMMEND

Explanation: This amendment simplifies the Planning Board subdivision review process, by reducing the num-
ber of meetings required from three to four down to one. The Planning Board already has the authority to issue
continuances of the review process to collect more information to meet the requirements of the ordinances. With
this amendment, the Planning Board will be able to work with the developers for timeline concerns, especially if
the developer is not looking for waivers to requirements of the ordinance. The amendment also aligns with the
Comprehensive Plan implementation strategy FL-1 by providing clarity of the ordinance language and review
process.
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Article 5. Shall the Town adopt amendments to the Rockport Land Use Ordinance regarding Chapters
300, 800, 900, and 1300?

Note: A copy of the proposed Land Use Ordinance is available on the Town website and at the Town Office.

Select Board Votes: 4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain RECOMMEND
Planning Board Votes: 4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain ~ RECOMMEND

Explanation: This article amends the Land Use Ordinance in accordance with implementation of the Compre-
hensive Plan. Amended areas includes clean up items, definition clarification, a density bonus specific to the
901 Harbor Village District which would allow an additional building story and allow drive through restaurants
within 0.5 miles of the Town of Rockland Line and within the 906-zone district with frontage on US-1.

This is in accordance with Comp Plan implementation strategies E-2, H-1, CC-13, and CC-22.

. E-2 - Enact or amend local ordinances to reflect the desired scale, design, intensity, and location
of future economic development.
. H-1 - Maintain, enact or amend growth area land use regulations to increase density, decrease lot

size, setbacks and road widths, or provide incentives such as density bonuses, to encourage the
development of affordable/workforce housing.

. CC-13 - Promote compact development through zoning to reduce automobile use and increases
in walkability and the use of bicycles.

. CC-22 - Focus on increasing density in already developed areas, thereby helping preserve natural
spaces.

Article 6.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the following expenditures for the
2026/2027 fiscal year:

A. Administration........cceeereeereecreerseerneernecneseennes $ 70490
B. Town Manager.........ceveeneseeseseseseseesnnsenns $ 453,375
C. TOWN  ClerKuuuucverereerererrnernerernsnesnesesessesessesennenes $ 437,000
D. Planning & Community Development............ $ 469,641
E. FINANCE....ueeureenrerrereererneseesseessesnesseessesssassnenes $ 382,200
F. ASSESSING...ucucreriiiriiririiniiiisiiiesssssensssnsnns $ 268,860
G. INSUTANCE....uueeeeereereerenreresreseesseessasssessnesseens $ 128,775
H. General ASSIStance.........coeeereeereerrverneesneernensnens $ 11,330
I Police Department............cccveerecrcrccncncrcncnen. $1,363,081
J. Fire Department..............ceeeeecncnccncncnnnee. $ 806,381
K. Emergency Medical Services........uuerveunesncn. $1,278,300
L. Other Public Safety Services........coucrrscunernecs $ 270,230
M. Animal CONtrol......ceeeveerreervenreeceerneesnesnesanenns $ 12,900
N. Harbormaster.........ceeeeeneereenseerseecneessessnesseenes $ 309,985
0. Emergency Management............cccoeuevruerurncnnnnes $ 11,450
P. PUDIiC WOIKS...oouueererrereerrenreseesneesessnesssesanenns $3,170,753
Q. SaANIAtION....ueeeecnicnereceecnecnncaesesnessesnssnssansnnesnes $ 171,485
R. Buildings and Grounds Administration.......... $ 408,793
R. Town Office Building $ 215,985
T. Public Safety Building...........ceunnee. $ 42,425
U. West Rockport Fire Station..........inen. $ 41,550
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V.  Long-Term Debt $ 685,057
W.  Library...eniiinnssssnsnsssssssssssnnnnes $ 630,670
X. Parks.....ceceeeeeneeceeneeneessecsseessessesseessessasessenns $ 127,118
Y.  Opera House.........eeencceccrencncncncncncnenen $ 236,200
Z. ReCreation.........eeeceereereeceeceesneeseeeseesaesseenns $ 133,412
AA. Conservation COMmMIiSSION.....ccceereeereerreeraeeaees $ 11,750
AB.  Cemeteries....c.ccueereeereereereeereecseesseesseesaesseesnaenns $ 161,636
AC. County Service, E-91l............... $ 119,718
AD. County Service, Dispatch........ccveeuuucc. $ 58,982
AE. Special Assessments.........cceeeeericcrnsnsnicncnennns $ 6,800

Total $12,476,332

Select Board Votes: 4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain ~RECOMMEND

Budget Committee Votes: 7 For, 1 Against, 0 Abstain RECOMMEND

Explanation: This article’s purpose provides approval of the expenses for the 2026/2027 fiscal year. Through the
budget process, the Select Board, Budget Committee, Town Manager, and Department Heads met to develop the
annual budget. This year the municipal budget expenditures are down 1.19% compared to last fiscal year. After
substantial review, the Budget Committee presented to the Select Board ten (10) recommendations for changes
to the budget. The Select Board agreed to include eight of those recommendations into the expenditure budget
proposed within this article.

For more information on the proposed budget, you can visit RockportMaine.gov/finance and click on the Budget
Information tab for more detailed information on this year’s budget.

For more information check out Rockport's first "Visual Budget!" at rockportmaine.gov/visualbudget.

Rockport Budget Story

FY 2027 (July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027)

May 4, 2026

Article 7. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the following as Revenue from the
following sources to be used in reducing the property tax assessment for the 2026/2027 fiscal

year:
A. General Government............coeereereereeseereessenes $1,771,164
B. Public ASSIStANCE....ccuveeverreerreenecvesanessesssessnenns $ 7,700
C. Public Safety.....ccoevrerususunesesusesesnsesesusesesnsnnnnne $ 771,556
D. Public Services......ccveereereereereeruerreneseeseeseessesnans $ 81,300



E. Culture and Recreation............cevverrererereneneene $ 180,050
G. All Other — Cemeteries.......ouureerereereresseenene $ 100,071
H. SChOOIS...ccueeeeeeeceeeteeeeeeenreesreesaeesecsnessaesseenns $ 93,750
L Unassigned Fund Balance..........coecevcrucrnnccs $ 320,000
J. Special Assessments...........ccceevcririnrnnecrerinnna. $ 790,000
Total $4,115,591
Select Board Votes: 4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain ~RECOMMEND

Budget Committee Votes: 8 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain =~ RECOMMEND

Explanation: This article authorizes the Town to accept all non-property tax revenues that are collected by the
Town, and to approve the use of the Unassigned Fund Balance to lessen the burden felt by taxpayers.

Our overall revenues are down 2.61% or $110,097 compared to last Fiscal Year, this reduction in revenues is
largely attributed to the reduced use of the Unassigned Fund Balance, which was reduced by $100,000.
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