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To the Rockport Planning Board,

I am writing to express my support for the Rockport Harbor Hotel both personally as a 
Rockport taxpayer, and professionally as an Engineer who has had the privilege of working 
on the hotel project.  I hold a Bachelor’s of Science in Engineering from Duke University.   

Rockport harbor is truly one of the most spectacular treasures of our community.  I have 
spent countless hours every summer with my children at Rockport Harbor, swimming, 
paddling, and catching crabs off the seawall.  My daughters learned to sail at Rockport Boat 
Club’s summer camp.  I don’t exaggerate when I say Rockport Harbor is my absolutely 
favorite place to spend a warm sunny afternoon. I am thrilled for the addition of the hotel to 
our beloved harbor and downtown district.  The lounge areas on the lobby level and top 
floor are certain to provide incredible spaces to meet friends and further enjoy the harbor.  I 
look forward to celebrating special events there.

The Rockport Harbor Hotel beautifully compliments the neighboring structures, and looks 
as if it always has meant to be there.  I love the balconies, and think they look fantastic.  I 
also like the balconies that I see on numerous buildings in the immediate vicinity of the 
hotel.  The hotel balconies are in harmony with the existing downtown architecture.

The hotel did not receive any parking waivers from the town, and I personally am not 
concerned with parking in the hotel vicinity.  While the entire lot behind the hotel is closed 
off for construction, the construction crews have also been utilizing publicly available 
downtown parking for their personal vehicles.  I park at the hotel site almost every day, and 
frequently come and go from the site throughout the day.  I have not had difficulty finding 
parking a single time during the hotel construction.  Not once.  

I am excited for the numerous benefits the hotel will bring to our community.  In addition to 
tax revenue, the hotel patrons will allow our downtown businesses to thrive.  As a Rockport 
taxpayer I am appalled by the actions of the “Friends of Rockport.” This non-profit has done 
nothing to actually contribute to Rockport, and clearly has a singular agenda to fight and 
ultimately demolish the hotel for personal gain of the founders. This is illegal, and the 
financial cost to the Rockport taxpayers is abhorrent. Enough is enough. The hotel building 
permit should be allowed to be amended by the Code Enforcement officer to reflect the 
change in the number of hotel rooms. A new site plan approval would be redundant and an 
additional waste of the town’s time and budget.  It is time to move forward and stop wasting 
the town’s precious resources.
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Sincerely,

Elizabeth Vickerman
38 Ashley Terrace, Rockport
443-926-1802


