
From: Jeffrey Leclair
To: Orion Thomas
Subject: RHH comments
Date: Wednesday, January 26, 2022 11:32:37 PM

Hi Planning Board members
 
Just writing to express my thoughts on Thursday’s vote on the Hotel project as a resident of
Rockport, and as an architect.
 
The way the LUO is written, to require “harmonious” buildings in the downtown district is to place a
large burden on you to interpret architectural expression, history, and context. As an architect with a
first degree in architectural history, and with a portfolio of preservation projects, I would have
difficulty making the judgment you are asked to make.
 
So I would recommend taking a limited interpretation in your role. For instance, limit the
interpretation to whether the building’s material is appropriate, are the windows arranged in a way
that creates rhythm on the street, and is the massing of the building at a similar scale to its
neighbours. Opening the critique to greater detail creates a precedent where the Planning Board has
unlimited jurisdiction over the work of an architect.
 
Other than my desire for nice things for my town, I have no vested interest in the project from any
side. I personally like people that I disagree with on both sides of this argument. Of course I would
have designed it differently, but it wasn’t my commission!
 
Best regards,
Jeff
 
---
Jeffrey Leclair, AIA LEED AP
Architect

Phi Architects
446 West Street, Rockport, ME 04856
o: 207 230 0034
m: 774 232 2694
jleclair@phiarchitects.com
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