
March 24, 2022 

Town of Rockport Planning Board 
Rockport, Maine 
 

 

Dear Board Members, 

We learned on March 23 of the proposed changes to the Land Use Ordinance 
regarding the location of cell towers. As property abutters we are very concerned 
about the proposed ordinance change and the impact of a tower next to our 
house. Our concerns include:  

• Health concerns: The original Chapter 13-Site plan Review, 1301 Purpose 
states that “changes in the uses of land may…affect… the general health, 
safety and welfare of the community.” “The purpose of this Section to 
minimize the potential negative impacts of development, while maximizing 
development’s positive effects by assessing the impact of new 
development on surrounding properties, municipal facilities and services, 
and the natural environment.” The section of the Land Use Ordinance 
regarding Wireless Telecommunications Facilities 809.4 states that 
“wireless telecommunications facilities may be permitted only in the 
following locations…within 1000 feet of the top of Ragged Mountain…” The 
Site Plan does not state the reason for keeping towers on the top of Ragged 
Mountain, but we would guess that it was for aesthetic, environmental, and 
“general health, safety and welfare of the community.”  In the years since 
that Land Use Ordinance was written, there has been increasing evidence 
that proximity to cell towers has a myriad of health concerns. We are in the 
beginning stages of researching those health concerns and are very worried 
about what we are already finding. We never imagined that we would have 
to face risks of cancer and other health concerns living on a hilltop in 
Rockport. We hope that we can trust the Town of Rockport to keep us safe. 

• Proximity to a tower: We are close abutters to this proposed tower. The 
Site Plan Review presented by U.S. Cellular includes maps that show our 
house. But there is no description of the exact distance between the tower 



and our house. Why was that not included? Looking at the map, it appears 
to be within several hundred yards of our house. 

• Environmental and Aesthetic concerns: We are also concerned about the 
visual impact of a 150 foot tower as well as the environmental degradation 
that happens with the construction of a road and electric lines.  

• Other options:  We wonder why Verizon and AT&T are not also trying to 
place a tower on this hill. We would assume that they do not have a similar 
gap in service. Why, then, does US Cellular have such a gap while their 
competitors do not?  

 

Because of these concerns, we are strongly against the proposed changes in the 
Land Use Ordinance that would allow for towers to be placed in “rural districts.”  
Future placement of cell towers needs to carefully evaluated, especially regarding 
the proximity to homes. We support the continuation of the ordinance as it is 
currently written and the intention that the Town of Rockport is mindful of “the 
general health, safety and welfare of the community.” We hope that future 
ordinance changes take into account the potential health impacts of cell towers. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lucie Bauer and Annie Kiermaier 
35 Christine Court (P.O. Box 308) 
West Rockport ME 04865 
012-180 and 012-150 

 

 

 


