From: Stephanie Farnham

To:

Orion Thomas

Subject: Fw: New Rockport Hotel
Date: Wednesday, January 12, 2022 7:11:12 PM

To the Rockport Planning Board,
I am emailing the planning board for myself and my parents, as my parents do not email.

We want to share our opinions with the board regarding the new hotel you will be meeting
on later this month.

Just a little background information on our connection with Rockport.

My father Stuart Farnham, Jr. grew up in Rockport. His father ran the corner shop on Main
Street and his parents lived in Rockport behind the library for over 60 years. My father
brought his young family back to Rockport because he loved it there, working for
Aldermere Farm and Wayfarer Marine. My brother and | went to school and graduated
from Camden-Rockport. We loved being part of the community. Rockport was a great
place to grow up. There was a great diverse population which included both year-round
and summer residents. There were many families and a large majority were natives or had
been in the area for many years. People were friendly and for the most part very neighborly
to each other. Unfortunately, Rockport is losing the native and longtime population for out
of staters who thought they found our small towns appealing but really, just want to make
it like the place they left. Maybe they were retiring or escaping the large cities because of
covid. Now we have people that think just because they don’t like something and have lots
of money that they can drag people into court and get their own way. They have no respect
for anything or anyone. If things don’t go their way, they will most likely leave our area
sooner or later and try to change another unsuspecting small town. Unfortunately, this
happens to many small towns. The planning board and town councilors need to watch over
the town and not allow people to take advantage of the town or its citizens.

But not to forget why we are emailing the board. The new Rockport Hotel.

The hotel is a beautiful and tastefully designed building that fits into the space on Main
Street perfectly. If there was a contest for the building that best fit into the town décor it
would be this hotel.

The almost completed hotel shows the great lengths and attention to details that the Smith’s
put into this project to have it look like it has been there forever.

We feel that this building looks much better than a grassed over hill where a former
building stood and a much better use of the space.

People who purchased property during the time this parcel was vacant should have realized
that unless they had a view easement with their property, they were not guaranteed a view.

This hotel will also bring jobs to the area which are greatly needed. Rockport is a great
place to retire but we need to have jobs for the young people to stay in our area.
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Having a nice hotel right near the harbor will be a great addition to the area.

We would like to know, if a permit is filled out and all the requirements are met as on the
books at that time and the Town issues the permit why isn’t that final?

If this is not the case, what is the point of permits and going through this process if they
can be voided for silly reasons. How is it possible for people to undermine the permit
process and cause havoc within the town government? Permits should be permanent
documents.

Do we really want to teach our children that this is acceptable behavior?

The so-called Friends of Rockport are not really what their name projects at all. They are
causing the citizens of Rockport to pay more taxes because their cause is costing the town
money. This money could have been better spent on other projects that would have
benefited many of the town’s people instead of the selfish few that call themselves “The
Friends of Rockport”.

The only people who are making out in this ridiculous lawsuit are the lawyers.

It is odd to us that the Friends of Rockport think that the new library fits into the aesthetics
of Rockport but not the new hotel. When in fact the library is a very nice building and
would have fit in if it was scaled down in size or built in a larger city or at least on a larger
piece of property like the old school site. The new hotel on the other hand fits nicely in
between the other buildings. Someone driving through Rockport would undoubtedly
notice the library way before they would notice the hotel because it fits into the town so
well.

It is our hope that the Town doesn’t let a few vindictive people change the terms of the
permit that was issued to the new hotel in good faith. The town should let the owners
proceed with the project as permitted and marvel at the architecture and craftsmanship that
they are fortunate enough to have built in their town. We believe that when all is said and
done, and the hotel is open and operating the majority of the people in the town and area
will be happy about the hotel and the few that made this process a living hell will probably
move away.

Sincerely,
Stephanie Farnham

Stuart and Raeleene Farnham
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