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To: Rockport Planning Board
From: Maine Coast Heritage Trust
June 25, 2026

Dear Jeftery,

Thank you for your careful consideration of development in Rockport. Maine Coast Heritage
Trust (MCHT) has spent 50+ years working to conserve land for people and wildife. For 25+
years, we have done this at Aldermere Farm and Erickson Fields through connecting people,
especially youth, with the land through farming, as well as inspiring people to care about
agriculture as a conservation solution. This is part of what makes our community a wonderful
place to live.

In recent years, the housing crisis in our community has worsened, and we strive to be part of
the solution. As many of you know, we recently partnered with the Midcoast Regional
Housing Trust to redevelop the Erickson Homestead at the junction of Cross Street and Route
90, just across from Erickson Fields. While we need housing, we must also plan it carefully.
Increasing housing density fits hand-in-glove with land conservation by limiting sprawl, and
the proposed 3 Cross Street housing development meets this criterion. We support this project
and recognize that with densely settled residential areas comes other considerations.

In conjunction with the Pathways Committee, we encourage the Planning Board to ensure this
and other development projects do the following:

1) Create pedestrian access to the village, schools, trails, and conserved land
2) Mitigate impact of lighting on wildlife and night skies
3) Ensure new housing projects fit into broader comprehensive plan goals

We support the development of new housing at 3 Cross Street, and look forward to working
with the Planning Board, Pathways Committee, local developers, non-profits and many other
community stakeholders to continue building a sustainable, accessible community together.

Sincerely,

e Sl

Aaron Englander
Associate Director of Stewardship, Aldermere / Erickson Fields
Maine Coast Heritage Trust



