From: Orion Thomas

To: Orion Thomas
Subject: RE: Madelyn lane project
Date: Thursday, July 28, 2022 9:26:23 AM

From: RAYMOND GOERGEN <rcgl17@aol.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 27, 2022 7:28 PM

To: Orion Thomas <othomas@rockportmaine.gov>; Jonathan Duke <jduke@rockportmaine.gov>
Subject: Madelyn lane project

>

> Orion

> Thank you for passing my concerns to the planning board. As a citizen of West Rockport, I, like others, have
concerns with the use of Madelyn Lane. I understand the growing concern with the homeless population in Maine
and would like to see the State address that. As far as the town of Rockport goes, we are already stretched thin, in
my opinion, regarding matters. The lawsuit from the friends of Rockport cost taxpayers 250,000 so far.
Additionally, we are in a potential battle with Camden, as well as a potential cost to maintain the RES location if it
becomes green space and the ball fields that are in need of repair.

>

> My concern has to do with the cost of this facility once converted. Who is going to pay for the increase in public
safety needs? As the media has already well documented the increase in calls for service in places like Portland,
Brunswick and other locations, it is safe to assume this will happen here. Will this require another police officer to
be added to Rockport Police and at what cost?

>

> Media reports also indicate businesses in other parts of Maine are struggling with the homeless population as well
as hotels, related to crime and sanitary matters.

>

> The town of Rockport does not need additional safety concerns that a project like this could bring to our town and
I am very much against this.

>

> If the board determines they want to invite this to our town, I would ask that stipulations be placed on the project.
Safety measures such as a secure facility to ensure the safety of the occupants with potentially security guards be
mandated, controlling the entry and exit of the facility to ensure it is for those allowed to be there. A 24 hour guard
would be not only a deterrent but also a first line of security versus Rockport Police Officers. Who will be
responsible for the cost associated with police and fire responses that will inevitably be increased? Will the town be
able to bill the owners for this service, will they be required to maintain some sort of insurance that can be billed for
response from Police, Fire or EMS? I would submit that would be passed to the taxpayers and as our taxes are
being raised to support the increase in our budget this is not something that is appealing.

>

> The town of Rockport can not continue to raise taxes for the citizens for items that are controllable, in my
opinion. I urge the planning board to open this up for a significant amount of public debate. We did it for the RES
site and had multiple town hall meetings to reach as many citizens as possible. Please do not decide this at one
meeting based on the presentation. Citizens need to be able to voice approval or disapproval. I urge you to vote
against this project in the interest of Rockport.

>

> Thank you for your time.

From: RAYMOND GOERGEN <rcgl17@aol.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 27, 2022 11:00 AM

To: Orion Thomas <othomas@rockportmaine.gov>; Jonathan Duke <jduke@rockportmaine.gov>
Subject: Re:


mailto:othomas@rockportmaine.gov
mailto:othomas@rockportmaine.gov

Orion

I saw an article that the planning board will meet on the homeless housing situation. I can. It be there for the
meeting but feel this is far to important an issue to allow the planning board who is not elected to make the decision.
I would like to suggest this be a ballot issue or a select board decision. Can that be addressed. The entire
community is concerned abt work force housing and safety and to have this issue decided by unelected people seems
careless.

I feel strongly this should be a vote by the community or at least the selectboard.

Please advise if there is something that can be done on this?
Thank you so much

Ray
West Rockport



