From: Steven Levine

To: Orion Thomas

Cc: Steven Levine; Judy Rose; Bob Jackson; afmuri@gmail.com; sturvant@aol.com; jmuril0@yahoo.com;
rfreitag@camdennational.com; gwj@jackson4.org; seaswellcamping@gmail.com

Subject: Project 2021-0234, Madelyn Lane housing project

Date: Thursday, July 28, 2022 7:45:56 AM

Dear Mr. Thomas,

I realize that this message regarding the proposed homeless shelter in Rockport may be past a
deadline to comment. However, I was only notified (and not by the Town) yesterday of this
matter.

I am a 35-year homeowner at 16 Sealight Lane, an isolated home a short walk down a
secluded road from the proposed shelter.

My perspective is that of a physician employed for years at Los Angeles County Hospital, who
has treated homeless people for many years, and that of a father of a daughter who serves as a
Los Angeles Police Detective whose job is to deal with Major Assaults in the Hollywood
Division, an area with a large homeless population.

Regardless of our concern and sympathy for the issue of homelessness, both my daughter and
I deal daily with the crime, disorder and danger associated with the homeless population.
Therefore, [ was disturbed that the long project proposal/application did not address for a
single sentence the central issue for the neighbors such as myself, namely, what is the nature
of the population that will be housed in this shelter, what are the plans for monitoring and
security, and what is the experience of the proposed operators?

Many people are unhoused because of temporary financial reverses — divorce, domestic
abuse, job loss, etc.

But my long personal experience and that of my police officer daughter with the homeless is
that many are unhoused because they are mentally ill and/or suffering from substance
addiction.

It is this latter population that poses a significant threat of violence, vandalism and theft to
neighbors. Without knowing the nature of the proposed residents, the criteria for admission,
security arrangements and operator plans and experience, I must oppose the proposed change
of use.

I request that my view be included in the zoning board meeting.
Sincerely

Steven E. Levine, M.D., Ph.D.
16 Sealight Lane

Rockport, ME 04856
levine223(@gmail.com
207-236-9419
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