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Zone Purpose 

901 Harbor Village To maintain the physical, historic, aesthetic, and social quality of Rockport's 
Harbor Village. 

902 Village 
To promote the development of Simonton's Corner, West Rockport, Rockville, 
and Glen Cove Villages while at the same time preserving their physical, 
historic, aesthetic and social qualities. 

903 Coastal 
Residential 

To provide a low-density residential setting while respecting the natural 
saltwater shorelines of the Town and other natural features of the coastal 
area. 

904 Residential 

To preserve the physical, historic, and aesthetic quality of that area of 
Rockport between the Villages and the Rural areas of the Town. To provide an 
opportunity for less dense growth than in the Villages, but denser growth 
than in the Rural areas, while minimizing sprawl. 

906 Mixed Business / 
Residential 

The objective of the Modified Mixed Business/Residential District is to 
encourage commercial growth and residential uses in a setting that creates a 
village atmosphere. The village setting should encourage pedestrian traffic 
while slowing vehicular traffic. These objectives are in addition to those of the 
Section 907 Rockport Mixed Business/Residential District. 

907 Mixed Business / 
Residential 

The objective of the Rockport Mixed Business/Residential District is to 
encourage commercial growth and residential uses along Routes 1, 17 and 90 
and to preserve the scale, size, and character of existing architecture, without 
the design and traffic problems of strip development. 

908 Rural 

To preserve natural resources while allowing for development that is sensitive 
to lake water quality, wildlife habitat, scenic vistas, steep slopes, and ridge 
lines. To encourage the continuation of resource-based opportunities 
including blueberry production, farming, and woodland management. To, as 
much as is practical, encourage structures build at high elevations to blend in 
with the surrounding landscape. 

909 Hospital and 
Resort 

To provide areas in the Town of Rockport in which quality recreational and 
tourist development and in which medical care facilities can occur in harmony 
with other uses while maintaining the character of the Town. 

Zone Districts and Purpose 
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910 Traditional 
Village Overlay 

To encourage growth to occur in areas which are best suited for increased 
density in accordance with the Comprehensive Plan; to encourage 
communities to be built in such areas on the pattern of traditional Maine 
villages; to promote pedestrian travel and street life by placing houses, shops, 
workplaces and public places in close proximity; to reduce traffic congestion 
and dependence on the automobile by creating a hierarchy of streets and 
ways which equitably and efficiently serve pedestrians, cyclists and drivers; to 
provide opportunities for the development of employment-generating uses; 
to provide focuses for community life by providing for commercial services, 
village greens and sites for civic buildings; to create a built environment that 
fosters a sense of community and greater independence for senior citizens 
and children; to promote the physical and social integration of citizens diverse 
in age, lifestyle and economic status; to provide housing affordable to 
residents with a wide range of incomes; to create more affordable housing by 
reducing the amount of land and infrastructure which is built for each 
dwelling unit; and to promote a pattern of development which permits the 
efficient delivery of municipal services. 

913 Downtown 

To preserve and enhance the mixture of small business, civic, educational, 
residential, and water-dependent development in the Downtown District and 
to provide additional uses and alternative standards for increased 
development potential on specific lots with street frontage on Central Street 
and Main Street consistent with historical patterns of development.  

915 Mirror Lake and 
Grassy Pond 

Watershed Overlay 

The purpose of this regulation is to prevent the degradation of the water 
quality of the Mirror Lake and Grassy Pond watershed area in order to ensure 
its present and future suitability as a drinking water supply source by 
controlling the amount of phosphorous and nutrient discharge to the ground 
or to the groundwater from land use activities through the application of Best 
Management Practices (BMPs). 

916 Industrial To provide area within the Town of Rockport for manufacturing, processing, 
treatment, research, warehousing, and distribution. 

914 Chickawauki Lake 
Watershed Overlay 

The purpose of this regulation is to prevent the degradation of the present 
water quality of the Chickawaukie Lake Watershed area to ensure its use for 
recreational purposes and its suitability as a potential drinking water supply 
source by controlling the amount of phosphorous and nutrient discharge to 
the ground or to the groundwater from land uses and development by the 
application of Best Management Practices (BMPs).  
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Lot Size

The following tables indicate the amount of land needed, along with setbacks, to develop a 
site. These tables are found in the Land Use Ordinance, under Chapter 900. 
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Recreation, Parks and Open Space
Recreational Facilities 

Rockport has three indoor fitness/recreational facilities, including: 

Penobscot Bay YMCA celebrated its 100th birthday in 2015. Papers were submitted 
to create the original YMCA in October 1915. It first opened in Camden, where 
it remained until 2002, when it moved to Union Street in Rockport. The YMCA 
is a cornerstone of our healthy community, fostering partnerships, providing 
programs and services and promoting youth development, healthy living and social 
responsibility to improve the quality of life for everyone. See www.penbayymca.org 
for more information on current programming at this location.  

The MRC (Midcoast Recreation Center) is a nonprofit organization committed to the 
promotion of healthy living in our community through sports and fitness programs. 
MRC promotes healthy living through sports, fitness and recreational programs 
that support physical, emotional, and mental health. See www.midcoastrec.org for 
more information on current programming. 

The North Atlantic Gymnastics Academy has its own facility now and is an organization 
geared where gymnastics can be enjoyed by children of all ages. Gymnastics is a 
wonderful tool for teaching both physical and cognitive life skills. North Atlantic 
Gymnastics Academy is offering classes for Preschool, girls, boys, and trampoline 
& tumbling classes, as well as offering camps throughout the summer. See www.
nagagym.com/for more information on current programming. 

Golf Courses 

Rockport is fortunate to have three golf courses within its geographical boundaries, including: 

Samoset Resort Golf Club – Designed by Robert Elder in 1902, Samoset Resort 
celebrated its centennial year in 2002. The course features some of the most 
spectacular views of Penobscot Bay, with a granite seawall separating the golfer 
from the Atlantic Ocean.  

Goose River Golf Club – Located one mile West of Route 1 on the Rockport-Camden 
town line. The quaint clubhouse with food, bar and outside deck serves as a perfect 
spot to relax after your round. Goose River Golf Club’s property originally started as 
a dairy farm and was eventually transitioned into the golf course by in 1965.  

Megunticook Golf Club –Megunticook Golf Club was founded in 1899 along the 
shores of Penobscot Bay in Rockport, Maine. The Club’s historic building and 
grounds are listed in the National Register of Historic Places. The club has always 
been a family club with activities for young children as well as competitive golf, 
tennis, and pickleball players.
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Town Parks 

Rockport currently boasts eleven town-owned parks, including: 

•	 Cramer Park: 3.85 acres. Walking trails and picnic tables along the Goose River, 
where it passes through the old limestone waste before emptying into the harbor.  

•	 Glen Cove Park: 5.23 acres. Located on Route 1, close to Rockland overlooking Glen 
Cove with expansive scenic views, picnic tables and charcoal grills, with access to 
the beach. 

•	 Goody’s Beach:  A sandy beach next to Marine Park and the Harbor Master’s office, 
this small beach provides access to swimming.  

•	 Goodridge Park: 0.19 acres. A small green space across from the Rockport Harbor 
Hotel and near the harbor, the park has a granite bench and several tables with 
chairs.   

•	 Kononen Park: A small park above the Marine Park, with access to benches, beautiful 
views across the beach and harbor with a giant chess set. 

•	 Marge Jones Fields: 14.76 acres. A recreational park consisting of three baseball 
diamonds, soccer field, basketball courts, tennis and pickleball courts, playground, 
and picnic tables. This recreation park is heavily used throughout the Spring to Fall 
season, from minor league teams to adult rec teams.  

•	 Marine Park: 4.46 acres. Located on the scenic harbor, this park has great water 
views, preserved historic limestone kilns, antique steam engine, statue of Andre the 
Seal, lawn with picnic tables, Harbormaster’s office, boat launch, schooner trips, 
concerts, and public events. 

•	 Mary Lea Park: 0.2 acres. A small park located in the downtown next to the Rockport 
Opera House, with scenic views of the harbor, flower beds, and benches; it was 
originally designed as an amphitheater for events.  

•	 Memorial Park: 0.42 acres. a small park located in the downtown next to the 
Rockport Library, showcasing memorials to Rockport’s residents who have served 
in past wars, as well as a walkway, benches and perennial garden  

•	 Rockport Elementary School (RES) Site: 7.67 acres. Located on the former Rockport 
Elementary School site, which currently has a multi-use field for baseball, tee-ball, 
soccer, or any sport needing a field. Ample parking space where the foundation of 
the old building stood. This site is currently in the planning process for construction 
of a larger public park; construction to begin in 2025. 

•	 Walker Park: 1.5 acres. On Sea Street, on the west side of Rockport Harbor, with 
picnic tables, benches, small beach, and playground equipment. 
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Non-profit parks, farms, open space, and trails 

In addition to the town parks, Rockport is fortunate to have privately owned and conservation 
preserved spaces for the public to enjoy: 

Merryspring Nature Center: A privately-owned 66-acre nature park and education 
center in Camden and Rockport, spanning a diverse ecosystem of meadows, 
wetlands, and forests. Visitors can hike four miles of rustic trails through meadows 
and forests; enjoy beautifully cultivated perennial, herb, and native species 
gardens; visit the Vernal Pool, Fairy Village, and Kitty Todd Arboretum or attend an 
educational program. Outdoor activities also include bird watching, snowshoeing, 
and cross-country skiing. Educational offerings include talks, classes, workshops 
and outreach to schools throughout the year. Contact education@merryspring.
org for more information. 

Vesper Hill Children’s Chapel: A non-denominational outdoor pine chapel sits high 
on a ledge looking eastward over Penobscot Bay. The chapel can seat 50 people 
and is a popular location for special occasions such as weddings, baptisms, and 
memorials. But even in the absence of a big event, the Chapel is a place to relax, 
think, meditate pray, or paint/draw. The grounds are landscaped with flowers, 
herbs, grassy knolls. Built on property owned by Helene Bok in 1960, it is open to 
the public and supported by the Vester Hill Foundation.  

Pen Bay Community Wellness Trail: The trail runs along the perimeter of the Pen 
Bay Medical Center (PBMC) hospital grounds and is accessed by three trail heads. 
This 1.5-mile looped trail, with ocean views, around Pen Bay Medical Center. The 
track is wide, and groomed in the winter to make for easier walking. There are a 
couple of rather steepish hills. The trail includes nine fitness stations.  Benches 
and picnic tables dot the most scenic parts of the path.  You can park in the small 
lot across from CedarWorks on Route 1. Two additional trail heads are located at 3 
Glen Cove Drive and near the PBMC café.
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In addition to the venues mentioned on the prior page, there are two land trusts that maintain 
trails in Rockport. 

Maine Coast Heritage Trust operates two preserves in Rockport. 

Aldermere Farm: A 136-acre farm, is owned and operated by Maine Coast Heritage 
Trust (MCHT). Through conservation easements, it will remain a working Belted 
Galloway cattle farm in perpetuity. The farm, an area landmark for generations, 
offers youth and adult programs and events encouraging sustainable agriculture, 
natural history and provides access to cross-country skiing. Visit their website for 
more information at www.aldermere.org  

Erickson Fields Preserve: A former Rockport dairy farm featuring a 1.8-mile trail 
and gardens, Erickson Fields sponsors programs for local youth plant, harvest, and 
distribute food to local hunger relief organizations, schools, and businesses. The 
preserve also hosts other programs, nature walks, and workshops that foster an 
appreciation for the environment and sustainable food production. Erickson Fields 
is owned and operated by Maine Coast Heritage Trust (MCHT). More information 
can be found at www.mcht.org  

Coastal Mountain Land Trust (CMLT), founded in 1986 has conserved over 13,000 acres 
through public nature preserves serving 15 communities between Rockport and Prospect, 
Maine. Visit www.coastalmountains.org for more information.  

Rockport CMLT preserves include: 

Beauchamp Point Preserve – 2 acres on Rockport Harbor.  This picturesque 
headland beach is an ideal picnic spot or a stopover on a paddle between Rockport 
and Camden. The gravel and rock shore is accessible at all tides. Water access is via 
town landing.  Harbor treasures are found on the shorefront.   Over 20 wildflowers 
near the shore, including sea lavender and seaside goldenrod.   A view of Indian 
Island Lighthouse, and the keepers’ house, built in 1875 and now privately owned.   
One can often see osprey feeding in the water and nesting on shore, and seals 
swimming in the harbor with the tides. 

Harkness Preserve – 23 acres on Spruce Street.  This loop trail is a gentle walk 
suitable for young families. Two hand-built footbridges cross Ott Brook, a perennial 
stream that is rust-colored from tannic and humic acids from an upstream wetland.  
This preserve’s last full-sized American chestnut trees died in 2010, but stump 
sprouts live on.  A Lime kiln chimney cap, a relic of Rockport Harbor’s lime kilns 
can still be found 
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Beech Hill Preserve – 295 acres on Beech Hill Road.  The Summit Trail offers views 
of Penobscot Bay, islands, and mountains. Beech Nut, built in 1914, is a stone 
hut located on top of the hill. The preserve is managed for bird habitat and organic 
blueberries.  The venue is also used for music events throughout the summer. 

Simonton Quarry Preserve – 26 acres on Main Street.  While no trail currently exists 
on the property, Simonton Quarry, it is a lovely place to observe Rockport’s historic 
lime quarries. The three quarries were operated in the 1800’s, and a narrow-gauge 
railroad transported lime to the Rockport Harbor kilns. The quarries provide a good 
picnic spot. 

Ragged Mountain Preserve – 914 acres in Rockport, Camden, and Hope.  This 1300’ 
tall mountain (and nearby Spruce Mountain and Grassy Pond) contains a 2400 acre 
conservation and recreation area open to the public for both summer and winter 
trail use. There is a major network of over 20+ miles of trail primarily for hiking and/
or mountain biking that are serviced by three major trailheads. Ragged Mountain 
contains the 5.5-mile long Round the Mountain Trail, a 6ft wide, gravel trail that 
is now open for hiking, running, and biking. The other popular Figure trails on the 
mountain are the Georges Highland Path, trails at the Camden Snowbowl ski area, 
and the Goose River network of mountain bike trails. 

Sides Preserve – 9 acres on Route 17.  Maces Pond is a popular fishing spot for 
warm-water species. It is bordered by Route 17 to the east, the preserve to the 
southeast, and private undeveloped ownership to the west. Fishing can be done 
on shore, by boat, and on ice. This preserve conserves shorefront on Maces Pond’s 
outlet and Meadow Brook, which drains into Chickawaukie Lake. A hand-carry 
launch is accessible at the pull-off on Route 17 at the preserve. A short loop-trail 
follows the waterfront, and provides glimpses of the neighboring Rockville Cemetery.
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Transportation
Current Road / Street Network 

Rockport has approximately 72 miles of roads and streets. All public roads and streets are 
paved but in varying physical conditions.  

•	 Arterial roads 
•	 Collector roads 
•	 Local roads  

Road Responsibility / Road Maintenance 

The state highway classification system is used to determine what level of government is 
responsible for road maintenance. MDOT reconstructs, paves, and maintains State highways. 
The Town Public Works Department is responsible for all work on town roads, including 
snow removal, street resurfacing, and general repair. Both, Maine DOT and the Town share 
responsibilities for State-aid roads.  

The Road Responsibility graphic in Figure 1 depicts which government entity has responsibility 
for road maintenance in Rockport.

To stay up to date on state maintenance projects, visit the MDOT website to view the workplan 
and Public Map Viewer tool: https://www.maine.gov/mdot/

ROAD RESPONSIBILITY

Date: 2/15/2024
Time: 9:32:47 AM
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Miles

1 inch = 1.87 miles

The Maine Department of Transportation provides this publication for information only. 
Reliance upon this information is at user risk. It is subject to revision and may be incomplete 
depending upon changing conditions. The Department assumes no liability if injuries or 
damages result from this information. This map is not intended to support emergency dispatch. 
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Figure 1:  Road Maintenance Responsibility
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Bridges 

MDOT identifies seven major bridge structures in Rockport within their classification system 
(see table below).   From the list of bridges in Table 1, the only bridge currently identified for 
replacement in the next several years is Bridge 2724, at Pascal Ave in the Harbor Village.  
Replacement of this bridge will be funded by the Maine DOT.  A committee is active and 
looking at aspects of the bridge reconstruction.

Travel Volume and Type / Commuting

Table 2 shows 
a breakdown of 
traffic counts for 
State Roadways, 
according to 
MDOT traffic 
counts. Overall, 
since 2013, traffic 
volumes appear to 
be declining.

Traffic in the Rockport area and the Maine Midcoast is highly seasonal, with the largest 
volumes seen in May through October.  Traffic along Routes 1, 17 and 90 supports points 
along the Midcoast as well as providing significant volume between Portland and Acadia 
National Park.  This large volume provides transportation challenges for the town, since 
Route 1 divides the town, north to south.  The speed of this traffic through Rockport also 
poses safety issues.

BRIDGE NAME OWNER FACILITY YEAR BUILT
5142 SIMONTON CORNER Town of Rockport PARK ST 1948
5240 GOOSE RIVER Maine DOT COMMERCIAL ST 2000
2724 ROCKPORT Maine DOT PASCAL AV 1951
6007 PATTIE Town of Rockport MAIN ST 1964
583 MELVIN Town of Rockport MAIN ST 1975
597 ANNIS Town of Rockport ANNIS LN 1976
5864 MILL ST. BRIDGE Town of Rockport MILL ST 2016

BRIDGES (source: Maine Department of Transportation)

Table 1:  Table of Rockport Bridges

Roadway 2016 2022
Change 

2016-2022
% Change 
2016-2022

US - 1
at Rockland Town Line 11,900        10,818        (1,082)         -9%
At Pascal Ave. 16,268        14,196        (2,072)         -13%
At Main St 16,645        14,400        (2,245)         -13%
Rt 90
At US-1 7,696          6,610          
At Hwy 17 (south) 7,959          7402 (557)             -7%
At Hwy 17 (north) 10,076        8302 (1,774)         -18%
At Rockland Town Line 8,642          6599 (2,043)         -24%
Hwy 17
Rockland Town Line 10,392        9854 (538)             -5%
At Rt 90 10,547        8873 (1,674)         -16%
At Hope Town Line 8,341          7770 (571)             -7%

Traffic Counts, Town of Rockport (Source: Maine Department of Transportation)

Table 2:  Traffic Counts
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Census Data 

According to MDOT Transportation Data from 2021, 82% of commuters worked in Knox 
County, with 17% working outside the County.  

•	 According to US Census Data of 2021, the mean travel time to work was 14.4 
minutes, a little more than half of the average travel to work time for Maine which 
was 24.2 minutes.  

•	 In 2021, there were 1,877 estimated residents 16 years and older in the labor force. 
Of those, 1,277 drove alone (68%), 149 carpooled (7.9%), 129 walked (6.9%), 35 
took public transportation (1.9%), 17 got to work by other means (0.9%), and 270 
worked from home (14.4%).  

•	 Compared to 2010 Census, there is a slight increase in residents who ride alone 
and carpool, but also an increase from 0 to 35 in taking public transportation, a 30 
% increase in those that walked, and a 100% increase from those that work from 
home.  

•	 Of the 1,364 housing units in 2021, 64 housing units did not own a vehicle (4.7%), 
while for Maine about 6.7% of housing units lacked a vehicle.  

•	 The portion of workers that walk to work in Rockport is nearly twice the average 
percentage for Maine at 3.8%.

Safety / Crash Data 

•	 According to Maine DOT crash 
data, the city averaged 107 
vehicle crashes per year between 
2010-2024, with only four 
resulting in a fatality.   Vehicle 
crash data is summarized in 
Figure 2. 

•	 The intersection of Rockland St 
and West St (Hwy 17 & Rt 90) was 
identified as the only High Crash 
Location (HCL) in Rockport for 
the 2017 – 2023 period.  

•	 Knox County recorded 88 
vehicle-pedestrian crashes 
between 2010 – 2023 (Maine DOT 
Public Crash Query Tool). Eight 
resulted in fatalities with 96% 
resulting in personal injuries of 
varying degrees.  

•	 Knox County recorded 44 
vehicle-bicycle crashes between 
2010-2023 (Maine DOT Public 
Crash Query Tool). No fatalities 
occurred, however 100% of the 
crashes resulted in personal injuries of varying degrees. 

Figure 2:  Vehicle Crash Data
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Parking 

Public parking is available in the downtown area of Rockport, totaling 198 spaces. Off-street 
parking is located at the Marine Park, Cramer Park, and at the library. Within half a mile 
distance of the downtown, there are about 30 parking spaces located at the Town Office. 
During the public outreach process, lack of parking in the downtown was identified as a 
weakness of the town.  

Lack of parking in the downtown area has been an issue for years, including in the 2004 
Comprehensive Plan. That Plan noted the lack of parking for the library and opera house. Since 
then, a new library has been built and available parking has been expanded by 16 spaces. 
At the same time, the library hosts more and larger events. Parking has been controversial 
particularly during town debates about the future site of the new library and concerns by 
some about the planned (and now existing) Rockport Harbor Hotel. Lack of parking effects 
elderly residents and visitors and parents with babies and toddlers most acutely. 

Numerous unofficial surveys have been taken. A recent professional study by the Sewall firm 
observed that on an afternoon in August, with approximately 198 spaces in the downtown area 
– 171 spaces were utilized during peak usage. Spaces in closest proximity to the downtown 
were most utilized with less usage on the outskirts. All spaces in Marine Park, the lot on High 
at Cramer Park, the lot at Main & Central, and all on Central Street were fully utilized. (cite 
Sewall study presentation Feb 6, 2024) 

According to an in-person meeting and online survey conducted by the Sewall firm, parking in 
the downtown ranked fourth on the list of infrastructure needs / concerns among residents, 
following #1 poor pedestrian and bike infrastructure, #2 speeding in the village / Pascal 
Avenue, and #3 the lack of safe access to schools along Rt. 90. 

Walking & Biking 

Rockport has approximately five miles of sidewalks that connect much of the downtown, 
however there are certain stretches that do not connect residents to service areas.  

The most recent stretch of pathway was added in 2019 – 0.3 miles of sidewalk along US-1 
near the Camden Town Line to connect the Concord Bus Stop to downtown Camden, as well 
as the first phase of connecting to downtown Rockport.  

Rockport has a walkability score of 33 out of 100 from www.walkscore.com, categorizing 
Rockport as car reliant. The methodology considers walking routes and related amenities, as 
well as population density, block length and intersection density.  

Similarly, in the absence of dedicated bike lanes, Rockport has a bike score of 33 out of 100 
from www.walkscore.com. 

During the public outreach process, participants encouraged the increase of walkability and 
bike ability throughout town. Additionally, in a recent survey conducted by the Sewall firm, 
residents rated poor pedestrian and bike infrastructure as their number one infrastructure 
concern. In the same survey they rated the lack of safe access to the elementary and high 
schools along Rt. 90 as their third infrastructure concern.
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Congestion 

Maine Department of Transportation’s Customer Service Level (CSL), tracks highway safety, 
condition, and serviceability. These CSL uses customer-focused engineering measures to 
track highway Safety, Condition and Serviceability, and grades them similar to a report 
card (A-F).  ‘A’ is the least congested, and ‘F’ is the greatest congestion.  These results are 
summarized in Figure 4 below.

Figure 4:  MDOT Customer Service Level
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Public Transportation Services 

Public Transit 

•	 Public Transportation in Rockport is extremely limited with no routes connecting to 
its Downtown. However, DASH (Rockland’s Downtown Area Shuttle) connects PenBay 
Medical to Rockland’s Downtown.  

•	 Rockport is connected to a regional bus network. Concord Coach Bus Lines provides 
intercity service between Rockport, southbound to Portland, Boston, and northbound 
to Bangor.  

•	 PenBay Medical Center has a bus stop for anyone needing access to PenBay Medical 
Center from Rockland Downtown area, or those visiting PenBay Medical Center needing 
access to Rockland Downtown can do so from this bus stop through the MidCoast 
Public Transportation network provided by WCAP (Waldo Community Action Partners).  
The Dash route is shown in Figure 5. 

•	 Private transportation services such as taxi, Uber, and Lyft are available on a limited 
basis.
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Passenger Rail & Freight Rail 

Rockport does not have rail lines in the town. The closest rail connection is the Amtrak 
Downeaster service that connects Boston to Brunswick. The train station in Brunswick is 
connected via bus service through Concord Coach to Rockport. 

Ridesharing and Taxis 

Limited ridesharing services (Uber and Lyft) are available in Rockport, and there are several 
locally-based private taxi services in the Midcoast area that serve Rockport by calling for a 
pickup or through a reservation. 

 Air Transportation 

Air transportation for Rockport is available in the region.  In Owls Head, 10 miles from 
Downtown Rockport is the Knox County Regional Airport which supports residents, tourism 
and business activity in the region. Originally constructed in 1939 and turned over to Knox 
County in 1968, the 538-acre facility provides passenger connections and freight to Boston 
and the larger region through both commercial and charter aviation services. The airport is 
categorized as a “primary commercial service airport” with more than 10,000 flights per year. 

Bangor International Airport is less than 60 miles from Downtown Rockport with flights on 
several major airlines, some direct and others connecting. Portland International Jetport 
is less than 85 miles from Downtown Rockport and is one of the nation’s fastest-growing 
airports, serving most of the major domestic airlines and over 1.6 million passengers a year.  
Both the Bangor and Portland airports can be accessed via Concord Coach bus service. 

Electric and Other Fueled Vehicles 

The growth in the number of hybrid and electric vehicles will likely continue into the 
foreseeable future. The extent of their adoption and specifically, adoption in Maine is yet to 
be seen. Rockport is a vehicle-reliant community in a region that is also vehicle-reliant. Early 
indications are that electric vehicles may not hold a charge well in cold climates like Maine 
and there are concerns about the distance that can be traveled on a charge. It will take time 
for this new technology to evolve. 

Transportation Fuel and Energy Services 

Rockport does not have any petroleum fuel stations within the town.  In fact, the Land Use 
Ordinance does not allow the construction of a new petroleum fuel station.  However there 
are several petroleum stations within a few miles of Rockport. 

Several local businesses have installed electric charging stations for the use of their patrons.   
Currently, the Town of Rockport is considering placing a few public EV charging stations for 
visitors in the Downtown Harbor Village area.   The use of these chewing stations is expected 
to be a growing trend. 
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Roundabouts 

Roundabouts are an increasingly popular 
intersection design because they offer continuous 
traffic flow, while reducing the amount and 
intensity of traffic accidents. According to the 
Federal Highway Administration, roundabouts 
reduce the types of crashes in which people are 
injured by 78-82%. A roundabout is a circular 
intersection in which traffic is permitted to flow in 
one direction around a central island and priority 
is given to traffic already in the roundabout. 
Modern roundabouts are safer and more efficient 
than other types of circular intersections, such 
as older rotaries and traffic circles found in New 
England. There are cost savings in terms of 
construction and maintenance when compared 
to traditional intersection with traffic signals.  
https://highways.dot.gov/sites/fhwa.dot.gov/
files/Roundabouts_508.pdf 

One application of roundabout that has been discussed and will be considered in the future is 
at the intersection of State Routes 17 & 90, the site of the most traffic accidents in Rockport. 

During the public outreach process, the participants in public meetings encouraged the use 
of roundabouts for the increased safety and lower yearly maintenance. 
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Public Facilities and Services

MUNICIPAL GOVERNANCE 

The Town of Rockport operates under a Select Board Town Management form of government 
with a five-member Select Board that serves as the legislative body for town government. The 
Town Charter and local ordinances govern the town and provide for the organization of the 
town’s administration. The Town Charter and other municipal ordinances can be found on 
the Towns website.  

Administrative Offices in Town Office 
•	 Town Manager 
•	 Assessing 
•	 Finance  
•	 General Assistance 
•	 Planning, Community, and Economic Development 
•	 Town Clerk/Tax Collector 

Town Office. Rockport Town Office is located at 101 Main St. The building was constructed 
in 1990’s for the purposes of a Town Hall.  

The building remains in good condition, but it has become too small for the employees and 
needs expansion. The conference room out back has been converted into more office space, 
which has increased the demand on the conference room which is much smaller.  

New heat pumps were installed throughout the office, upgrading from the radiant heating 
and forced air. The heat pumps provide adequate air conditioning in the summer months.  

Staffing. The Town Office houses 11 full time employees and 2 part time employees in 6 
different departments in 2023.  

 



A-97Public Facilities and Services

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

The Rockport Fire Department currently operates from two fire stations with 25 on-call 
Firefighters, two full time Firefighters and 1 full time Fire Chief. The Fire Chief is the custodian 
of the Public Safety building and it’s budget. He is assisted on the scene of a fire by a deputy 
chief, assistant chief, and four lieutenants. 

Twice monthly, training sessions are held that emphasize hands-on use of equipment. That, 
along with an up-to-date fire command center combine to deliver professional fire protection 
to the citizens of Rockport. Firefighters are altered by the tone activated pagers they carry 
with them, as well as by monitors in their home. 

Firefighters respond to approximately 298 incidents each year, up from an average of 153 in 
2013. That large increase, however, is due in part to the expectation that the fire department 
respond to more vehicular accidents, as well as mutual aid to 7 different surrounding 
communities. They range from structure fires to fuel spills, chimney fires, false alarms, and 
now EMS for assistance with CPR and overdoses. The firefighters also work closely with 
the Knox County Mutual Aid Association to respond to a variety of emergency situations. 
The mutual aid system has been in operation since 1958, linking several communities with 
well-organized services, including quarterly meetings of the 18 fire chiefs. Rockport relies on 
the mutual aid system for aerial ladders, for example, thus saving the town a considerable 
expense. 

Apparatus consists of two 1,000 gpm pumpers, one 1,250 pumper, 700 gpm Squad, two 
pickups, one four-wheel drive Jeep. The life expectancy of the pumpers is approximately 25 
years. 

Currently, $65,000 is put aside each year in an equipment reserve fund to meet expected 
apparatus replacement and maintain pace with new technology. Additionally, approximately 
$15,000 is spent annually on hoses, tools, nozzles, and safety equipment. 
Legislation related to firefighter safety has made it essential to properly train and equip 
firefighters with modern protective clothing and with self-contained breathing apparatus 
(SCBA).  

Twenty years ago, the town purchased a SCBA air compressor and cascade system to allow 
rapid refill of breathing air tanks for Rockport firefighters and those of surrounding area fire 
departments. 
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POLICE  

Rockport’s Police Department is a six-member professional police agency, serving the citizens 
of Rockport since the 1960’s. The department is devoted to all areas of modern-day policing 
practices with a focus on community policing. The department has always maintained its 
respectable reputation in the community which we serve.   

Since 2016 the Towns of Camden & Rockport have shared the services of one Chief of Police. 
Although the two towns’ departments are separate police agencies, we work together to 
provide the best service possible for the communities we serve.  

Over the years the department’s call volume has increased dramatically. Call volumes of 
the late 1990’s – early 2000’s was in the 1800-3000 calls your service yearly. In 2023 the 
Rockport Police Department managed 5620 calls for service. Even though our call volume 
has increased over the years the department has been able to continue to offer three tiers of 
service to the community. Examples are listed below:  

Tier 1 – Emergency response to incidents, immediate action responses, crimes in 
progress, arrest.   
Tier 2 – Non-emergency lower-level response, after incident reports, late report accidents, 
less time sensitive response, follow up on case.  
Tier 3 – Quality of life issues, radar details, school visits, special enforcement details, 
drug take backs, working with support agencies, morning calls to seniors.   

With the increase in call volume our department has had to adjust with the times. Policing 
in the past was a more proactive approach. We have had to modify our current approach to 
more reactive policing. In 2024 we will hopefully add an additional position to the department. 
This will help manage the workload among staff, so we can attempt to find a middle ground 
in our policing approach. It should be noted that our resolute staff always manage to get the 
job done effectively, efficiently, and professionally.  

The staff of the Rockport Police Department can accomplish our mission with high confidence. 
This is in part due to the professional level of continued education and training our officers 
receive each year. Members of our staff are trained at supervisory level long before ever 
being promoted. Officers trained at this level respond, act, think, and problems solve like 
supervisors. All staff members are certified instructors in at least one area of policing. Many 
members have multiple instructor certifications or specialized training areas.   

The Rockport Police Department is available twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, 
three hundred sixty-five days a year to offer professional, community-based policing services 
to the citizens of Rockport.  

In 2023, the police department staff included: Randy Gagne, Police Chief, James Moore, agne, Police Chief, James Moore, 
Sargent, Travis Ford, Patrol Officer, Antonio Del Vecchio, Patrol Officer, Celjeta Bixhaku, Sargent, Travis Ford, Patrol Officer, Antonio Del Vecchio, Patrol Officer, Celjeta Bixhaku, 
Patrol Officer, Jacob PowerPatrol Officer, Jacob Powers, Part-Time Patrol Officer.

The departments fleet consists of the following: 1 - 2019 Dodge Charger Sedan cruiser
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

The Public Works Department is responsible for managing and maintaining the vast majority 
of infrastructure and public facilities in Rockport. This includes approximately 72 miles of 
streets, five miles of sidewalks, sewer main and drainage maintenance and repair, mowing, 
plowing / snow removal, street sign maintenance, leaf collection, town trash barrels, fleet 
management, and assisting with needs of other town departments.  

•	 Facilities. Rockport’s Public Service garage is located on Elwood Ave, off of US-1, 
on a 15.44 acre parcel of land. The facility is approximately 40 years old and is 
in need of significant repair or replacement to address safety, code, and space 
issues. 

•	 Staffing. Staffing consists of 10 full time employees and two seasonal employees 
for plowing.

  

YEAR    Color MAKE PURCHASED
1998 GR Oshkosh P2523 Plow Truck Sep/1998
2004 GR Ford F-350 Dec/2003
2004 GR Freightliner FL80 Dump Truck Mar/2004
2007 GR Freightliner M2-106V Dump Truck Jun/2007
2010 GR Freightliner M-2 Dump Truck Apr/2010
2012 GR Ford F550 1 ton dump truck 2012
2013 GR Ford F550 1 ton dump truck Jan/2013
2015 GR Ford F350 Crew cab PU Jan/2015
2015 GR Wstn Star 4700SB Dump Truck May/2015
2016 GR Ford F550 Dump Truck Oct/2015
2017 BK Ford F550 Dump Truck Dec/2016
2017 BK Ford F350 Crew Cab PU Aug/2017
2019 BK Ford F550 1 ton dump truck Jul/2019
2022 WHT Ford F550 1 ton dump truck Aug/2021
2022 GR Ford F550 1 ton dump truck Dec/2022
2022 GR Wstn Star 3700SF Wheeler Truck Jan/2022
2023 GR Wstn Star 4700sf Dump Truck Jan/2022
2024 GR Freightliner 108SD Dump Truck Jan/2023
2023 BK Ford F350 Mike's truck Mar/2023
1969 John Deere JD570 M63AA116284 Nov/1969
1994 Vac-All CF8000 Duel Engine Vacuum Sweeper 10/16/06 CPW
2019 CASE 621E Wheel Loader 2020
2011 CASE 590 SN Backhoe/Loader 1/31/2011
2014 Doosan DX63-3 Excavator 2016
2004 Eager Beaver 20TXL Tilt Trailer 2004
1978 Eager Beaver Trailer 9D76639 Unknown
1990 Custome Oil Tank Trailer  1990
1992 1990 reg Morback Eeger Beever Wood Chip >2004
1996 2500A5R  Trailer 109FS1211T2022440 1996
1994 Caterpillar 1994
2005 Trackless MT5T  Oct/2004
2017 trailer KARA KDH200 5KTUS129HF534883 2023

MODEL & DESCRIPTION
ROCKPORT PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT VEHICLES 
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SOLID WASTE & RECYCLING 

The Mid-Coast Solid Waste Corporation (MCSW) comprises the towns of Camden, Hope, 
Lincolnville, and Rockport. The towns operate a solid waste facility at the site of the old 
limerock quarry – Jacob’s Quarry – in Rockport for the benefit of the member communities.  

•	 Facility. The MCSW has been in operation in one form or another since 1930, when 
in 1979 the four towns established their inter-local agreement and built a transfer 
station on 1 acres of land. Today this has grown to about 30 acres.  

•	 Recycling. MCSW collects paper, cardboard, metal cans, glass bottles and jars, hard 
plastic containers (#1-7) in various containers for recycling.  

•	 Swap Shop, apart of recycling, has been in place to encourage the re-use of materials 
in order to diminish unnecessary waste processing. 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT & STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 

The Town of Rockport owns and operates over 17 miles of pipes for separated stormwater and 
sanitary sewers, along with pump stations and force mains.  

The Current sewered equivalent users is 1,311. The total Gallons Per Day (GPD) share 
between commercial to residential use is almost a 50/50 split, even though the majority 
tied in are residential with the significant users being PenBay Medical, the Elementary and 
Middle School, and the hotels/motels/and inns.  

Rockport’s sewage currently is being sent in two different directions for treatment. The 
Downtown area is being pumped up to the Camden treatment plant and the Glen Cove area 
is being sent to the Rockland treatment plant.  

Sewer rates (usage and debt service) is currently paid by the users and abutting parcels to 
the sewer line. The oldest lines are from the 1980’s and have been maintained very well over 
the course of this time.  

Management of the collection system is combined with the Public Works department and a 
contracted service with Woodward & Curran Engineering. Woodward & Curran is responsible 
for the wastewater collection and drainage systems, the lift stations and force mains. The 
Public Works Department is responsible for the maintenance of all street and catch basins. 
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HARBOR DEPARTMENT 

The Harbor Department is responsible for the overall care and regulation of the Rockport 
Harbor, placement and maintenance of channel marketers and additional navigational aids, 
coordinating with US Coast Guard, local police and fire officials in event of emergencies, 
oversee commercial floats and interacts with commercial fishing fleets.  

•	 Staffing. The Harbor Department currently has one full-time employee, the Harbor 
Master. And seasonal employees including a Deputy Harbor Master and Park 
Attendants.  

•	 Harbor Master Building. The Harbor Master’s building is located at 111 Pascal 
Avenue and is part of the town owned Harbor Park.   

Rockport Public Library 

The Rockport Public Library was established in 1914, when the YMCA, then located in the 
theatre part of the Rockport Opera House, made available its “box office” area and collection 
of 1,000 books as the nucleus of a town library. This collaboration with the YMCA continued 
until 1925 when the YMCA closed. The Opera House became the town hall; the library was 
relocated to the lower level of the building.  

Today, the Rockport Public Library is located in a completely new building on the same site. 
This was done after many meetings, much discussion, a town-wide survey and previous 
votes. From there, a dedicated team of local architects and engineers arrived at a handsome, 
two-story 7,000 sq. ft. building with a brick façade, patios and a small garden overlooking 
Rockport Harbor. The new library in the heart of downtown Rockport continues the library’s 
tradition of serving as the community’s gathering place and providing a vital space for 
community engagement.  

For more information about the Rockport Public Library, visit the website where more details 
can be conveniently found. 

REGIONAL OR CONTRACTED SERVICES 

Schools. Rockport is apart of the Camden – Rockport School District, MSAD 28 which governs 
grades K-8, and Rockport is apart of the Five-Town Community School District (CSD) which 
governs highs school and adult education. The Five-Town CSD consists of Appleton, Camden, 
Hope, Lincolnville, and Rockport. All information can be found on a combined website at 
https://csd.fivetowns.net/
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Fiscal Capacities & Capital Investment Plan
Ten-Year Mil Rate History 

The mil rate and taxpayers ability to pay is one of the first things we consider when presenting 
a budget to the Select Board and the Budget Committee. The Select Board and Budget 
Committee also consider this heavily when approving a budget to be presented to the voters 
of Rockport, for ultimate approval at Town Meeting. 

In the chart below you will notice that we have been all over the map in the last ten years 
as it relates to the mil rate. In 2015 we went through a Town wide revaluation, which led to 
us loosing nearly 62 million dollars, and then the following year, a property that had been 
subdivided was reverted back to one single property which resulted in a loss of taxable value 
of about 40 million dollars. You will notice that in 2016 the mil rate saw an 8.2% increase 
over the previous year, this increase was a direct result of the two losses that were just noted.  

In the fiscal year ending 2021, there was a reduction of the mil rate of 1.4% going from $17.05 
to $16.81 per $1,000, the following fiscal year we saw an increase of 1.4% going back up to 
a rate of $17.05 per $1,000. For the fiscal year ending 2022 there was a statistical update, 
or revaluation, that resulted in a decrease in the mil rate of 9.4%, going from $17.05 to 
$15.45 per $1,000. While the mil rate consistently went down during this period, there were 
many things that had to be dealt with after the COVID-19 pandemic, and our net budgets 
increased during this time. These included dealing with capital infrastructure projects, such 
as paving, dealing with a changing economy and labor force, and trying to head on very 
large inflation changes ranging from personnel costs, to supplies to contractor costs. We did 
not add significant debt to the Town in this time frame, however, in 2023 there was a bond 
passed by voters for the construction of new West Rockport Fire Station.  

As noted above we completed 
a statistical update that was 
effective for the fiscal year ending 
2023, which was the result of 
changes to the housing market. 
Houses were being sold and 
bought for significantly more 
than we had them assessed for 
during the pandemic. This was 
something that nearly every 
municipality had to deal with. 
We saw a dramatic increase of 
taxable value of just over 362 
million dollars. 

Source: Town of Rockport, Maine, 
Municipal Budget Fiscal Year 
2022-2023.

 

 

Fiscal Year Ending  Mil Rate  % Change  Interest Rate  Assessment Ratio  

2012  12.21  4.9%  7%  100%  

2013  12.21  0.0%  7%  100%  

2014  12.69  3.9%  7%  100%  

2015  12.99  2.4%  7%  100%  

2016  14.05  8.2%  7%  100%  

2017  14.61  4.0%  7%  100%  

2018  14.75  1.0%  7%  100%  

2019  16.08  9.0%  7%  100%  

2020  17.05  6.0%  9%  100%  

2021  16.81  -1.4%  8%  100%  

2022  17.05  1.4%  4%  99%  

2023  15.45  -9.4%  4%  100%  
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Exclusive Debt 

For the work done exclusively for Rockport, the debt totals $5,255,095 of which: 

In the fiscal year ending 2020 the Town had outstanding bonds for capital infrastructure 
projects, and Opera House improvements bond, and Library bond, to construct a new Library 
facility. Of the allowable maximum debt set by the State, which totaled $75,728,268 in 2020 
or 7.5%, Rockport was 0.5% of this amount in this year.  

The majority of the debt in 2020 is debt that is held by the school district, with $18,071,016, 
of this amount nearly 17-million-dollars is Rockport’s share of the new middle school 
constructed, the remaining portion of this bond is the responsibility of the Town of Camden, 
as the district serves both Rockport and Camden. The state allows for the school district to 
accumulate debt equal to 10% of the municipal valuation, which in 2020 would have been a 
total of $100,971,024, and the district was at 17.9% of their allowable debt.  

The remaining debt amount is attributed to Knox County, which was $252,060, which is the 
remaining balance owed on a 1.9 million dollar infrastructure bond. As the state sets maximum 
amounts for the municipality and school district, they do the same for allowable county debt, 
which 7.5% of the municipal valuation, this is the same amount as the municipality. At this 
time the county was at less then half a percentage of their allowable debt.  

The total of both debts represents 2.3% percent of the 2020 assessed value and a per capita 
debt of $6,612.96 (population 3,644), this breaks down to be about 75% school debt or 
$4,959.72, 21.8% municipal debt or about $1,441.63, and the remaining balance of $211.61 
or 3.2% as County debt. 

Property Valuation and the Mil Rate 

The assessed property valuation from year 2010 to year 2020 decreased, going from 
$1,012,250,000 to $1,009,710,224, with a respective mil rate increase of $11.68 to $17.05. 
The assessed property valuation in 2023, however, increased to $1,499,560,574 with a 
respective mil rate of $15.45. 

Unassigned Fund Balance 

For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2022, the unassigned fund had a balance of $4,708,832 
equaled approximately 25 percent of total annual expenditures for the fiscal year ending 
2022, which is in line with the reserve standard set by the Government Accounting Standards 
Board (GASB).  


