
Outlook 

FW: Cross Street Development 

From: Ben Leoni <benjamin.m.leoni@gmail.com> 

Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2026 11:47 AM 

To: Orion Thomas <othomas@rockportmaine.gov> 

Subject: Cross Street Development 

Dear Planning Board Members, 

I unfortunately will not be able to attend tonight's planning board meeting, and more specifically 
the public comment portion related to the proposed 24-unit development on cross street. Thus, 
I wanted to write to the board to express my strong support for this affordable housing 
development. 

I've spoken before this and other boards in the past about the need for new housing options in 
Rockport. This proposed development sits squarely within the growth area found in our 
comprehensive plan on page 23. It also sits adjacent to route 90, providing easy ingress and 
egress on a major state route in close proximity to our downtown area. Though I understand 
concerns about local traffic, the best place to site developments like this are in areas where 
good transportation infrastructure already exists. Route 90 is that kind of infrastructure. 

I know that some locals may view this development as "excessive." I'm not completely sure 
what they mean by that, but given the extreme lack of housing affordability in this town, I would 
argue that we need many more projects like this, not fewer. This is precisely the kind of 
affordable, workforce housing that our Town has acknowledged that we desperately need. 

I also support this project as a means preserve open space and impact. By condensing these 
housing options among only two buildings, we are allowing growth while staving off the 
excessive, sprawling subdivisions of single family homes that utilize far more land per dwelling 
unit. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Ben Leoni 
220 Beech Hill Road 
Rockport 


