
 

 

 

Town of Rockport, Maine 

Town Manager’s Office 

Town Office  

101 Main Street 

Rockport, Maine 04856 

Telephone:  207-236-0806 x3 

Fax:             207-230-0112 

Jonathan Duke, Town Manager 

Email: jduke@rockportmaine.gov 
 

Diane Hamilton, Executive Assistant and 

General Assistance Administrator 

Email:  dhamilton@rockportmaine.gov 

 

Town Manager’s Report & Update  

December 11, 2023 

 

Upcoming Town Office Closures: 

Friday, December 22nd for Christmas Eve observed, Monday, December 25th for Christmas Day, 

Monday, January 1st for New Year’s Day, Wednesday, January 9th for Annual Safety Training, 

and Monday, January 15, 2024, for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 

 

Town Clerk: 

Dog Licensing. Now is the perfect time to year to swing by the Town Office and pick up your 

dog license. Licenses expire on December 31st but there is no penalty unless you renew after 

January 31st. All dogs in the Town of Rockport older than 6 months of age must be licensed. 

Licenses for spayed or neutered dogs are $6, $11 for unaltered male or female dogs, and there is 

a $25 late fee for those paying after January 31st. Don’t forget you need a valid rabies certificate 

at the time of licensure.  

 

Election News.  The primaries for the 2024 presidential election are set for Tuesday, March 5th 

from 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. at the Rockport Public Library. PLEASE NOTE NEW LOCATION!!!  

All ballot information will be available on our town website at rockportmaine.gov. Absentee 

ballots will be available.  Our last election we had 1385 voters.   

 

Cemeteries. Town Clerk Liz Lowe is investigating a new software package to manage the 

multitudes of records relating to the Town’s cemeteries.  

 

Online Tax Payments. Our online tax payment system is live on the Town website. This service 

will be live at all times, and we will be including information on the upcoming tax bills about 

how to use this service.  

 

In Lieu of Taxes: 

Coastal Opportunities for $400.00, and Center for Furniture Craftmanship for $6500.00, to help 

assist with town provided services.  

 

Donut Festival: 

The Rockport Donut Festival Committee is accepting Donut themed artwork submissions for the 

2nd Annual festival June 7 & 8, 2024. The Donut Festival will pay homage to the history of the 

donut here in beautiful Rockport and get the summer rolling with music, food, and fun for all ages. 
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The artwork chosen will be for the official Rockport Donut Festival poster and on other marketing 

materials for the festival. Think themes of ocean, donuts, summer, fun, friends! Good Luck!  

 

We reserve the right to reject all submissions deemed inappropriate for the promotion of the 

Festival, as well as the right to extend the entry deadlines, if deemed appropriate.  

 

Timeline: December 10, 2023, is the Entry/Submission Deadline: Online entry form and image(s) 

must be received by this date December 18, 2023, is the decision date for the contest design to be 

chosen: The winning Artist will be notified within ten working days and receive payment for 

artwork. The Artist chosen will be awarded the following: Cash award: $250 Honorarium Social 

media mention and promotion. 

 

Planning and Community Development: 

Comprehensive Plan.  The current draft of the comprehensive plan is currently being edited and 

should be completed next month. Then the draft will be sent to state agencies for their approval 

before the voters consider the plan in June. 

 

Fire Department:  

Calls. We are once again on pace to set a record for calls for the department for a year with 263 

calls thus far this calendar year.  33 calls more than last year.  

 

West Rockport Fire Station:  Delays in securing rebar for the footings for the new station have 

put the project back one month but we are pleased note the footings are now complete. Walls 

will be forthcoming and we hope to finally be moving up into the air with wood and metal soon. 

 

For those interested in learning more about joining the fire department, please contact Chief 

Peasley at jpeasley@rockportmaine.gov 

 

Police Department: 

Training.  Officer Bixhaku is doing PT training every two weeks for our officers preparing them 

for the Police Academy in January.   

 

Unfortunately, there have been several burglaries in the area in recent weeks. Please let this serve 

as a reminder to keep cars and homes locked.   

 

Public Works:  

Road Projects.  Weather was far from cooperative through our road construction season this year. 

From heavy rains in June and July to an early onset of cold temperatures in October, we 

struggled mightily to get our projects completed. Winding Way, Pine Street, Amsbury Street, 

Birch Street, Franklin Street, Brook Street, Camden Street, Forest Street West, Forest Glen, 

Boney Street and Kathy’s Lane all were paved this summer. In the spring, we will have projects 

to complete on Wellington Drive, Lexington Drive, Ashley Terrace and Terrier Circle before 

paving those roads prior to the end of the fiscal year in June.  

 

In addition, a 430-foot section of Beauchamp Point Road was rebuilt and resurfaced with new 

gravel due to persistent muddy conditions. Chapel Road will see a similar improvement in the 
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spring as well. 

 

We have ordered a 7-yard dump truck at HP Fairfield which should be ready in a couple of 

weeks.  

 

Library: 

Events.   

Caste: A Crash Course (Myth and Reality) Presented by Professor Sonja Thomas 

of Colby College - December 13, at 6:00 p.m. 

Have you heard of caste but never really understood what it is? Is caste religious? Is it about 

occupations? What is the difference between race, colorism, and caste? This presentation is a 

primer on caste where you can learn about terminology; caste discrimination in South Asia and 

in the US; and activism to end caste apartheid.  

 

SCHOONERS AND THE WOODEN WONDERS OF WINTER:  DECEMBER 1 – 29 

A show of enlarged photographs of schooners in Rockport from the late 1800's and early 1900's, 

from the collection of George H. Jennings  

 

Harbor: 

Events.  NEW YEAR’S EVE!! Sunday, December 31st starting at 4:30 we will have food trucks, 

fire pits, luminaries, and music. All of which will be in prepararation for our world reknown 

fireworks show at 6pm. 

 

Harbor Pedestrian Bridge. After some extensive investigation of the pedestrian bridge, we have 

agreed to close the bridge. Abbie and I are looking at solutions to this matter so please stay 

tuned.  

 

Assessing: 

Announcement.  Very exciting to announce that Rebecca Ewen, our Assessing Clerk, has passed 

her Certified Maine Assessors Exam!  Congratulations Rebecca!  

 

 

Opera House: 

Events.   
A MUSICAL HOLIDAY CELEBRATION - SONGS OF SOLOMON GOSPEL CHOIR WITH 

BISHOP CHANTEL WRIGHT : December 14th – 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
 

Creatures of Habit : December 31st 

Help us ring in the New Year in style. We are excited to bring one of Midcoast Maines 
favorite bands to the stage. Join us for fireworks at the harbor and then dance and make 
merry with friends and community. CASH BAR. 

An Evening of Mischief and Magic with Kent Axell : January 5th – 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.  

Returning to Maine, where he was born and raised, and for one night only, Kent Axell, a master 

magician and psychological illusionist is traveling from Las Vegas to his home state to perform 

on Friday, January 5 in Rockport. This event will be family-friendly and perfect for families, 

students, and young people. Doors at 6:30. Show Starts at 7. Cash Bar.  
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Civic Ready: 

We encourage all residents to sign up for this, if you are interested in knowing what is happening 

in the Town of Rockport. What is great about this system is that you decide which types of 

information you receive whether it is a reminder when property taxes are due to information on 

an upcoming event at the Opera House or when a public works project is happening in your 

neighborhood; Civic Alert can keep you informed. Those interested can also sign up for alerts on 

our website at https://rockportmaine.gov/civicready 

 

Employment Opportunities: 

We have several job openings with the Town of Rockport, stop by the Town Office for an 

application or call and we can email you an application.  Also, job applications are available on 

our town website, along with a detailed job description.  https://rockportmaine.gov/jobs   

 

All applications will be accepted until the positions are filled.  The Town of Rockport is an 

Equal Opportunity Employer.   

 

• Opera House - Marketing and Booking Agent – The Marketing/Booking Agent is 

responsible for marketing the Opera House to any individual or group for private events.  

The House Marketing/Booking Agent will be involved with the renter on all aspects of the 

event, including but not limited to, rental contracts and licensing, logistics and table floor 

plans. The Marketing/Booking Agent will be present during events as needed, quite often 

this requires working evenings and weekends. The Marketing/Booking Agent collaborates 

with local organizations for Community events, as needed. The Marketing/Booking Agent 

is responsible for developing and implementing a marketing strategy, materials, and 

advertisements, for the Opera House, and other events as needed. 

• Video Technician – This position’s primary responsibilities are to operate the video and 

audio equipment at the Rockport Opera House for recording and Livestreaming meetings 

and events. This is a part-time year-round position with a lot of flexibility (most hours are 

evenings with some occasional weekends needed).   

• (2) Positions - Public Works Truck Drivers/Equipment Operator/Laborers - This 

position involves manual work in road construction, repair, and maintenance, snow and 

ice removal, and other seasonal public works projects. A CDL is preferred. This is a full-

time year-round position for an anticipated opening in the spring. 

 

Wastewater: 

Maine Water Assistance Program.  Is a federally funded program to help support eligible 

households in having access to drinking water and wastewater utility services.  Households will 

be required to have water liability in order to be eligible for the drinking water/wastewater 

program.  To receive an application, you can call 888-623-6762 or email 

water@mainehousing.org.   

   

Recreation Committee: 

If you want to schedule the use of a field for next year, email rockportrec@rockportmaine.gov.   

 

Rockport Resource Newsletter: 
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If you would like to receive the Rockport Resource Newsletter via email you can sign up through 

our website.    

 

Happy Holidays! 


