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  September 23, 2019 

- PUBLIC MEETING - 

Rockport Select Board 

Monday, September 23, 2019 – 6:30 p.m.   

Geoffrey C. Parker Room 

Streamed at https://livestream.com/Rockportmaine 

 
 

NOTE: Select Board will have a workshop on the topic of short-term rentals 

beginning at 5:30 p.m. 

 

AGENDA  
 

I. Call Meeting to Order 

II. Public Hearing 

a. Public Hearing to give interested members of the public an opportunity to comment 

on the Amendments to the General Assistance Ordinance Appendices A-D 

effective October 1, 2019 

III. Town Manager’s Report/Update 

IV. Public Input on Non-agenda Items 

Public comment should be directed at issues not under discussion on this evening’s 

agenda.  Comment from the public will be welcome prior to each agenda item.  Further 

comment will be granted only by permission from the Board.  All public comment should 

be brief and to the point. 

V. Amendments to the Agenda 

VI. Consent Agenda 

a. Adopt the General Assistance Ordinance 

b. Meeting Minutes  

➢ August 12, 2019 

➢ September 9, 2019 

VII. Action Items 

a. Approval of Planning Board Bylaws 

VIII. Discussion Items 

a. Fireworks Complaint 

b. CR Pathways Committee Update 

IX. Announce Future Meetings, Office Closures, Etc. 

➢ September 30, 2019 – Pre-Budget Workshop 6:00 p.m. (Dinner at 5:30 p.m.) 

➢ October 2, 2019 – Town Clerk’s Office Closed - Training  

https://livestream.com/Rockportmaine
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➢ October 8, 2019 – Safety Training Town Office Closed 8 – 11 a.m. 

➢ October 14, 2019 – Town Office Closed – Columbus Day 

➢ October 15, 2019 – Regular Select Board meeting – (Tuesday) 

X. Select Board Liaison Reports 

XI. Executive Session 

a. Discussion with Town Counsel pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. Section 405(6)(E) to 

discuss legal matters. 

XII. Adjournment 

 



 

   
 

Public Hearing 

a. Public Hearing to give interested members of the public an opportunity to comment on the 

Amendments to the General Assistance Ordinance Appendices A-D effective October 1, 

2019 

 

Manager’s Comments: 

Each year, DHHS in conjunction with the Maine Municipal Association, update the maximum 

allowed amounts for the basic needs for General Assistance. These updates are done by county 

and region to reflect current costs. By state statute, the SB holds a public hearing to receive 

comments and then acts to approve the ordinance amendments under “Consent Agenda”. No 

action directly after the public hearing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

TOWN OF ROCKPORT 
***** P U B L I C     H E A R I N G   N O T I C E ***** 

NOTICE OF GENERAL ASSISTANCE ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS 
 

The Select Board of the Town of Rockport will hold a public hearing on Monday, 
September 23, 2019, to give interested members of the public an opportunity to 
comment on the Amendments to the General Assistance Ordinance Appendices A-D and 
Appendix H effective October 1, 2019 – September 30, 2020.  Said hearing will be held at 
6:30 p.m. at the Rockport Opera House. 
 
The Amendments to the General Assistance Ordinance are available for review at the 
General Assistance Office at the Rockport Town Office, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Town of Rockport, Maine 

Town Manager’s Office 
Town Office  
101 Main Street 
Rockport, Maine 04856 
Telephone:  207-236-0806 x3 
Fax:             207-230-0112 

William S. Post, Town Manager 
Email: wpost@rockportmaine.gov 
 
Diane Hamilton, Executive Assistant and 
General Assistance Administrator 
Email:  dhamilton@rockportmaine.gov 

 
Town Manager’s Report & Update  

September 19, 2019  
 

EMS 
Chief Peasley and I met with NEMHS Operations Manager Joe Conley on September 17th to review 
the August EMS run report. We have monthly meetings scheduled for reviewing the reports for 
accuracy and to also discuss any possible issues. I believe that these meetings will lead to better 
service, or at least a better understanding of the issues.   
 
Town Office Sidewalk  
Rhino Services finished the sidewalk reconstruction at the Town Office on Monday September 16th. 
The Public Works Department then repainted the parking lines. Finishing this project now makes the 
Richardson Room 100% ADA compliant as the sidewalk meets the threshold to the meeting room 
entry doors without having a wooden ramp in place. 
 
Walker Park Seawall 
I have contacted the current owner of the property adjacent to Walker Park that shares the seawall 
with the Town and the park. The property is currently under contract to be sold. The current owner 
put me in contact with the prospective buyer and the buyer and the Town are now working with 
Gartley & Dorsky on surveying and engineering for a repair to that sea wall. I will have more 
information as to exact costs for construction as the work progresses. 
 
Code Enforcement Issues 
At the SB last meeting, a resident asked about a 17-acre subdivision off Limerock Street. After 
discussing this with the code officer, there are no subdivisions of that size approved by the Planning 
Board, or currently under construction. A landowner had previously applied for a subdivision, but it 
was never built. The Code Officer will be following this to ensure there is not any development 
without the appropriate level of review and permitting. 
 
Administrative Assistant for Code Enforcement, Planning and Assessing 
I created a job description for a temporary part-time Administrative Assistant for the code, planning 
and assessing offices and we began advertising to fill the position. To date we have received 23 
applications for the position and will be interviewing candidates the week of September 23rd.  
 
Opera House Air Conditioner 
The air conditioner for the George C. Parker meeting room has been installed, but there have been 
issues with the computerized control system and integrating the new a/c unit with the controls. On 
September 25th, the a/c installer will be on-site with the technician for the control units to sync the 
two. 

mailto:wpost@rockportmaine.gov
mailto:dhamilton@rockportmaine.gov
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Opera House Contracts and Fee Schedule 
Although the SB approved new fee schedules for the use of the Opera House, these have not been 
implemented because the contract template has not been revised. Denise Kennedy-Munger has 
prepared some edits for the contract language and now I am reviewing those so that we can 
implement the new fee schedule. In addition, I am working with the Opera House staff to develop a 
plan for marketing the venue to increase rental income and bring more performances to the building. 
I hope that we have this complete for the budget discussion for FY21.  
 
Paving Projects 
The paving projects for the season have been completed. These include South Street, Rockport Park 
Center, Mt. Pleasant Road (west end), Beech Hill and Church Street.  We were also able to repave 
Rockville Road between Route 17 and Old Rockland Road. The paved portion of Mt. Pleasant (Hope 
end) was extended another 800 feet and reached three more driveways. The lower end of Beech Hill 
was rebuilt with approximately two feet of base material being replaced, drainage improved by 
adding a catch basin and a curb was added as well.  
 
FY21 Budget Schedule 
The Budget Schedule has been created and the process begins with a pre-budget workshop on 
September 30th at 6:00 p.m. at the Opera House with dinner at 5:30 for the SB. I will have the 
schedule for you at the SB meeting on Monday, September 23rd. 
 
Maine Municipal Association Convention 
The MMA Annual Convention is October 2nd and 3rd in Bangor. The Town Clerk’s office will be 
closed on October 2nd so that the Town Clerk and her staff can attend that day for trainings. The 
Manager, Finance Director and A/P and Payroll Clerk will be attending October 2nd and 3rd.   
 
Library Construction Informational Meetings 
I am working with Rick Bates to schedule informational meetings on a quarterly basis for the public 
to attend and hear about the construction progress and ask questions. These will be held at the 
Geoffrey C. Parker meeting room at the Opera House so that they can be livestreamed. The 
information (most likely a PowerPoint presentation) would then also be on the Town’s website. The 
first of these meetings will be in early October. 



 

   
 

Consent Agenda 

a. Adopt the General Assistance Ordinance 

b. Meeting Minutes 

 

Manager’s Comments: Action item 

The SB can approve the consent agenda in one motion, or you can remove any item from the 

consent agenda to discuss or amend that items. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

I move the Board approve the consent agenda as presented. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 

Maine Department of Health and Human Services 
Office for Family Independence 

109 Capitol St. 
11 State House Station 

Augusta, Maine 04333-0011 
Tel.: (207) 624-4168; Toll-Free: (800) 442-6003 

TTY: Dial 711 (Maine Relay); Fax: (207) 287-3455 
  
 

Janet T. Mills 
Governor 
 
Jeanne M. Lambrew, Ph.D. 
Commissioner 
 

 
To:  Welfare Officials and Contracted Agents 

From:  Sara Russell, Program Manager, General Assistance 

Date:  September 6, 2019 

Subject: New GA Maximums 

  

Enclosed please find the following items:   

• MMA's new (October 1, 2019–September 30, 2020) “General Assistance Ordinance 
Appendices” (A – F and H). 
 

• “GA Maximums Adoption Form” which was developed so that municipalities may 
easily send DHHS proof of GA maximums adoption.  Once the selectpersons or council 
adopts the new maximums, the enclosed form should be signed and submitted to DHHS. 
(see “Filing of GA Ordinance and/or Appendices” below for further information). 
 

  
Appendix A – F & Appendix H 

The enclosed Appendices A – F, and Appendix H have been revised for your municipality’s 
General Assistance Ordinance.  These new Appendices, once adopted, should replace the existing 
Appendices A – F and Appendix H.  Even if you have already adopted MMA's model General 
Assistance Ordinance, the municipal officers must approve/adopt the new Appendices yearly.   

 

The Adoption Process 

The municipal officers (i.e., selectpersons/council) adopt the local General Assistance 
Ordinance and yearly Appendices, even in town meeting communities.  The law requires that 
the municipal officers adopt the ordinance and/or Appendices after notice and hearing.  Seven 
days posted notice is recommended, unless local law (or practice) provides otherwise. 

At the hearing, the municipal officers should: 
 
1) Allow all interested members of the public an opportunity to comment on the proposed 

ordinance;  

2) End public discussion, close the hearing; and  

3) Move and vote to adopt the ordinance either in its posted form or as amended in light of public 
discussion. 
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Municipalities May Establish Their Own Maximums 

Municipalities may establish their own maximum levels of assistance provided that the proposed 
levels of assistance are reasonable and meet adequate standards sufficient to maintain the health 
and safety of applicants in the municipality. The municipality must submit to the Department 
documentation to justify these levels of assistance and verify that the figures developed are 
appropriate to maintain health and decency.   
 
A municipality’s maximum assistance level for Food may not be below the Department provided 
figures which are issued by the USDA and published annually following a study of cost of food 
for various family sizes.  A market basket survey may be used to establish food maximums if the 
maximums provided by the USDA are insufficient to maintain health in the municipality. 
 

 

Filing of GA Ordinance and/or Appendices 

Please remember that General Assistance law requires each municipality to send DHHS a copy of 
its ordinance once adopted.  (For a copy of the GA model ordinance, please call MMA’s 
Publication Department, or visit their web site www.memun.org).  In addition, any changes or 
amendments, such as new Appendices, must also be submitted to DHHS.  DHHS will accept the 
enclosed “adoption sheet” as proof that a municipality has adopted the current GA maximums.  



GENERAL ASSISTANCE ORDINANCE 
APPENDICES A-D & APPENDIX H 

2019-2020 
 
 

The Municipality of Rockport adopts the MMA Model Ordinance GA 

Appendices (A-D) and Appendix H for the period of Oct. 1, 2019 - 

September 30, 2020. These appendices are filed with the Department of 

Health and Human Services (DHHS) in compliance with Title 22 

M.R.S.A. §4305(4). 

 
Signed the   23rd (day) of September (month) 2019 (year) by the 
municipal officers: 

 
 
 
 

Debra Hall, Chair 
 
 

Denise Kennedy-Munger, Vice-Chair 
 
 

Douglas Cole  
 
 

   Mark Kelley 
 
 

Jeffrey Hamilton 
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2019-2020 GA Overall Maximums 
 

Metropolitan Areas 
 Persons in Household 

COUNTY 1 2 3 4 5* 

Bangor HMFA: 
Bangor, Brewer, Eddington, Glenburn, Hampden, 

Hermon, Holden, Kenduskeag, Milford, Old Town, 

Orono, Orrington, Penobscot Indian Island 

Reservation, Veazie 

 

759 

 

862 

 

1,096 

 

 

1,373 

 

1,924 

      
Cumberland County HMFA: Baldwin, 

Bridgton, Brunswick, Harpswell, Harrison, Naples, 

New Gloucester, Pownal, Sebago 

 

865 

 

909 

 

1,176 

 

1,634 

 

1,866 

      

Lewiston/Auburn MSA: 
Auburn, Durham, Greene, Leeds, Lewiston, Lisbon, 

Livermore, Livermore Falls, Mechanic Falls, Minot, 

Poland, Sabattus, Turner, Wales 

 

725 

 

783 

 

1,007 

 

1,265 

 

1,606 

      

Penobscot County HMFA: 
Alton, Argyle UT, Bradford, Bradley, Burlington, 

Carmel, Carroll plantation, Charleston, Chester, 

Clifton, Corinna, Corinth, Dexter, Dixmont, Drew 

plantation, East Central Penobscot UT, East 

Millinocket, Edinburg, Enfield, Etna, Exeter, 

Garland, Greenbush, Howland, Hudson, Kingman 

UT, Lagrange, Lakeville, Lee, Levant, Lincoln, 

Lowell town, Mattawamkeag, Maxfield, Medway, 

Millinocket, Mount Chase, Newburgh Newport, 

North Penobscot UT, Passadumkeag, Patten, 

Plymouth, Prentiss UT, Seboeis plantation, 

Springfield, Stacyville, Stetson, Twombly UT, 

Webster plantation, Whitney UT, Winn, Woodville 

 

725 

 

728 

 

964 

 

1,208 

 

1,330 

      
Portland HMFA: 
Cape Elizabeth, Casco, Chebeague Island, 

Cumberland, Falmouth, Freeport, Frye Island, 

Gorham, Gray, Long Island,  North Yarmouth, 

Portland, Raymond, Scarborough, South Portland, 

Standish, Westbrook, Windham, Yarmouth; Buxton, 

Hollis, Limington, Old Orchard Beach 

 

1,089 

 

1,191 

 

1,526 

 

2,037 

 

2,418 

      

Sagadahoc HMFA: 
Arrowsic, Bath, Bowdoin, Bowdoinham, 

Georgetown, Perkins UT, Phippsburg, Richmond, 

Topsham, West Bath, Woolwich 

 

809 

 

915 

 

1,076 

 

1,425 

 

1,677 
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COUNTY 1 2 3 4 5* 

York County HMFA:  
Acton, Alfred, Arundel, Biddeford, Cornish, Dayton, 

Kennebunk, Kennebunkport, Lebanon, Limerick, 

Lyman, Newfield, North Berwick, Ogunquit, 

Parsonsfield, Saco, Sanford, Shapleigh, Waterboro, 

Wells 

 

899 

 

961 

 

1,190 

 

1,525 

 

1,692 

      
York/Kittery/S.Berwick HMFA: 
Berwick, Eliot, Kittery, South Berwick, York 

 

1,112 

 

 

1,143 

 

1,511 

 

1,893 

 

2,654 

*Note:  Add $75 for each additional person. 

 

Non-Metropolitan Areas 
 Persons in Household 
 

COUNTY 1 2 3 4 5* 

Aroostook County 640 696 816 1,100 1,180 

      

Franklin County 669 715 828 1,084 1,468 

      

Hancock County 818 855 1,036 1,307 1,433 

      

Kennebec County 752 777 969 1,273 1,360 

      

Knox County 781 786 969 1,269 1,379 

      

Lincoln County 849 869 1,038 1,326 1,541 

      

Oxford County 748 752 920 1,299 1,511 

      

Piscataquis County 645 700 865 1,144 1,373 

      

Somerset County  699 733 942 1,228 1,316 

      

Waldo County 801 855 979 1,316 1,676 

      

Washington County 698 702 910 1,140 1,243 
      

* Please Note:  Add $75 for each additional person. 



Appendix B 
Effective:  10/01/19 to 09/30/20 

 B-1 Prepared by MMA - 8/2019 
   

2019-2020 Food Maximums 
 

Please Note:  The maximum amounts allowed for food are established in accordance with the 
U.S.D.A. Thrifty Food Plan. As of October 1, 2019, those amounts are: 
 
 

Number in Household Weekly Maximum Monthly Maximum 
   
1 $  45.12 $ 194 
2     82.56    355 
3   118.37    509 
4   150.23    646 
5   178.60    768 
6   214.19    921 
7   236.74                   1,018 
8   270.70 

 
                  1,164 

   
 
 
Note:  For each additional person add $146 per month. 
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2019-2020 GA Housing Maximums 
(Heated & Unheated Rents) 

     

NOTE: NOT ALL MUNICIPALITIES SHOULD ADOPT THESE SUGGESTED 

HOUSING MAXIMUMS!  Municipalities should ONLY consider adopting the following 

numbers, if these figures are consistent with local rent values.  If not, a market survey should be 

conducted and the figures should be altered accordingly. The results of any such survey must be 

presented to DHHS prior to adoption. Or, no housing maximums should be adopted and 

eligibility should be analyzed in terms of the Overall Maximum—Appendix A. (See Instruction 

Memo for further guidance.) 

Non-Metropolitan FMR Areas 

Aroostook County Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 113 487 137 587 

1 117 502 147 634 

2 133 572 173 743 

3 186 799 236 1,015 

4 192 826 251 1,079 

     

Franklin County Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 120 516 143 616 

1 121 521 152 653 

2 141 606 176 755 

3 182 783 232 999 

4 266 1,145 318 1,367 

     

Hancock County Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 155 667 178 764 

1 155 667 184 791 

2 184 792 223 958 

3 234 1,007 283 1,216 

4 248 1,067 308 1,324 

     

Kennebec County Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 140 601 162 698 

1 140 601 166 713 

2 169 725 207 891 

3 226 973 275 1,182 

4 231 994 291 1,251 
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Non-Metropolitan FMR Areas 

Knox County Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 147 630 169 727 

1 147 630 169 727 

2 169 725 207 891 

3 225 969 274 1,178 

4 235 1,013 295 1,270 

     

Lincoln County Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 162 698 185 795 

1 162 698 187 805 

2 185 794 223 960 

3 238 1,026 287 1,235 

4 273 1,175 333 1,432 

     

Oxford County Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 139 597 161 694 

1 139 597 161 694 

2 157 676 196 842 

3 232 999 281 1,208 

4 266 1,145 326 1,402 

     

Piscataquis County Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 113 487 135 580 

1 119 512 146 627 

2 149 640 181 780 

3 203 871 244 1,048 

4 237 1,019 293 1,262 

     

Somerset County Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 127 548 150 645 

1 127 548 156 669 

2 162 698 201 864 

3 216 928 264 1,137 

4 221 950 281 1,207 
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Non-Metropolitan FMR Areas 

Waldo County Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 151 650 174 747 

1 154 663 184 791 

2 171 735 210 901 

3 236 1,016 285 1,225 

4 305 1,310 364 1,567 

     

Washington County Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 127 547 150 644 

1 127 547 150 644 

2 155 666 193 832 

3 195 840 244 1,049 

4 204 877 264 1,134 

Metropolitan FMR Areas 

Bangor HMFA Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 141 608 164 705 

1 156 670 186 798 

2 198 852 237 1,018 

3 249 1,073 298 1,282 

4 362 1,558 422 1,815 

     

Cumberland Cty. 

HMFA 
Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 166 714 189 811 

1 167 717 197 845 

2 217 932 255 1,098 

3 310 1,334 359 1,543 

4 349 1,500 409 1,757 

     

Lewiston/Auburn MSA Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 133 574 156 671 

1 137 591 167 719 

2 177 763 216 929 

3 224 965 273 1,174 

4 288 1,240 348 1,497 
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Metropolitan FMR Areas 

Penobscot Cty. HMFA Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 133 574 156 671 

1 133 574 156 671 

2 167 720 206 886 

3 211 908 260 1,117 

4 224 964 284 1,221 

     

Portland HMFA Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 218 938 241 1,035 

1 232 999 262 1,127 

2 298 1,282 337 1,448 

3 404 1,737 453 1,946 

4 477 2,052 537 2,309 

     

Sagadahoc Cty. HMFA Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 153 658 176 755 

1 168 723 198 851 

2 193 832 232 998 

3 262 1,125 310 1,334 

4 305 1,311 365 1,568 

     

York Cty. HMFA Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 174 748 197 845 

1 179 769 209 897 

2 220 946 259 1,112 

3 285 1,225 333 1,434 

4 308 1,326 368 1,583 

     

York/Kittery/S. Berwick 

HMFA 
 

Unheated 

 

Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 223 961 246 1,058 

1 223 961 251 1,079 

2 295 1,267 333 1,433 

3 370 1,593 419 1,802 

4 532 2,288 592 2,545 
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2019-2020 GA MAXIMUMS SUMMARY SHEET 
 

Note:  The overall maximums found in Appendices A, B, C, D, E, and F are effective from 
October 1, 2019 to September 30, 2020. 

 
APPENDIX A - OVERALL MAXIMUMS  

 
County  Persons in Household 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 
        
        

NOTE:  For each additional person add $75 per month. 
 

(The applicable figures from Appendix A, once adopted, should be inserted here.) 
 
 

APPENDIX B - FOOD MAXIMUMS 
 

Number in Household Weekly Maximum Monthly Maximum 
1 $  45.12 $ 194 
2     82.56    355   
3   118.37    509 
4   150.23    646 
5   178.60    768 
6   214.19    921 
7   236.74   1,018 
8    270.70 1,164 

NOTE:  For each additional person add $144 per month. 
 
 

APPENDIX C - HOUSING MAXIMUMS 
 

 Unheated  Heated 

Number of 
Bedrooms 

 Weekly  Monthly  Weekly  Monthly 

0         
1         
2  

3         
4         

(The applicable figures from Appendix C, once adopted, should be inserted here.) 
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APPENDIX D - UTILITIES  
 

ELECTRIC 
 

NOTE:  For an electrically heated dwelling also see “Heating Fuel” maximums below.  But remember, an 
applicant is not automatically entitled to the “maximums” establishedapplicants must demonstrate 
need. 
 

1)  Electricity Maximums for Households Without Electric Hot Water: The maximum amounts 
allowed for utilities, for lights, cooking and other electric uses excluding electric hot water and heat: 

Number in Household Weekly Monthly 
1 $14.00 $60.00 
2 $15.70 $67.50 
3 $17.45 $75.00 
4 $19.90 $86.00 
5 $23.10 $99.00 
6 $25.00 $107.00 

NOTE:  For each additional person add $7.50 per month. 
 

2)  Electricity Maximums for Households With Electrically Heated Hot Water:  The maximum 
amounts allowed for utilities, hot water, for lights, cooking and other electric uses excluding heat: 

Number in Household Weekly Monthly 
1 $20.65 $89.00 
2 $23.75 $102.00 
3 $27.70 $119.00 
4 $32.25 $139.00 
5 $38.75 $167.00 
6 $41.00 $176.00 

NOTE:  For each additional person add $10.00 per month. 
 

NOTE: For electrically heated households, the maximum amount allowed for electrical utilities per 
month shall be the sum of the appropriate maximum amount under this subsection and the appropriate 
maximum for heating fuel as provided below. 
 

APPENDIX E - HEATING FUEL  
 

Month Gallons Month Gallons 
September 50 January 225 
October 100 February 225 
November 200 March 125 
December 200 April 125 

  May 50 
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NOTE:  When the dwelling unit is heated electrically, the maximum amount allowed for heating 
purposes will be calculated by multiplying the number of gallons of fuel allowed for that month 
by the current price per gallon.  When fuels such as wood, coal and/or natural gas are used for 
heating purposes, they will be budgeted at actual rates, if they are reasonable.  No eligible 
applicant shall be considered to need more than 7 tons of coal per year, 8 cords of wood per year, 
126,000 cubic feet of natural gas per year, or 1000 gallons of propane. 
 

APPENDIX F - PERSONAL CARE & HOUSEHOLD SUPPLIES 
 
 

Number in Household Weekly Amount Monthly Amount 
1-2 $10.50 $45.00 
3-4 $11.60 $50.00 
5-6 $12.80 $55.00 
7-8 $14.00 $60.00 

NOTE:  For each additional person add $1.25 per week or $5.00 per month. 
 

SUPPLEMENT FOR HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN UNDER 5 
 
When an applicant can verify expenditures for the following items, a special supplement will be budgeted 
as necessary for households with children under 5 years of age for items such as cloth or disposable 
diapers, laundry powder, oil, shampoo, and ointment up to the following amounts: 
 

Number of Children Weekly Amount Monthly Amount 
1 $12.80 $55.00 
2 $17.40 $75.00 
3 $23.30 $100.00 
4 $27.90 $120.00 
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Funeral Maximums  
 

Burial Maximums 
 

The maximum amount of general assistance granted for the purpose of burial is $1,475.  
Additional costs may be allowed by the GA administrator, where there is an actual cost, 
for: 
 

• the wholesale cost of a cement liner if the cemetery by-laws require 
one; 

• the opening and closing of the grave site; and 
• a lot in the least expensive section of the cemetery.  If the municipality 

is able to provide a cemetery lot in a municipally owned cemetery or 
in a cemetery under municipal control, the cost of the cemetery lot in 
any other cemetery will not be paid by the municipality. 

 
The municipality’s obligation to provide funds for burial purposes is limited to a 
reasonable calculation of the funeral director’s direct costs, not to exceed the maximum 
amounts of assistance described in this section.  Allowable burial expenses are limited to:  

• removal of the body from a local residence or institution 
• a secured death certificate or obituary 
• embalming  
• a minimum casket 
• a reasonable cost for necessary transportation 
• other reasonable and necessary specified direct costs, as itemized by 

the funeral director and approved by the municipal administrator. 

 
 

Cremation Maximums 

The maximum amount of assistance granted for a cremation shall be $1,025.  Additional 
costs may be allowed by the GA administrator where there is an actual cost, for: 

• a cremation lot in the least expensive section of the cemetery 
• a reasonable cost for a burial urn not to exceed $55 
• transportation costs borne by the funeral director at a reasonable rate 

per mile for transporting the remains to and from the cremation 
facility. 

 



ROCKPORT SELECT BOARD  
MEETING MINUTES 

MONDAY, AUGUST 12, 2019 
 7:00 P.M. 

ROCKPORT OPERA HOUSE 
GEOFFREY C. PARKER COMMUNITY MEETING ROOM 

 
Present:  Chair Debra Hall, Vice Chair Denise Kennedy-Munger, Douglas Cole, Jeffrey 
Hamilton and Mark G. Kelley.  Also, present:  William S. Post, Town Manager; Department 
Heads:   William Najpauer, Planning & Community Development Director, Megan Brackett, 
Finance Director, and Jason Peasley, Fire Chief; Gabe Blodgett, press; and members of the 
public 
 
I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER – Chair Debra Hall called the meeting to order 
 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
II. PUBLIC HEARING – None this meeting 
 
III. MINUTES, MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

a. Approval of the minutes of the previous meetings: 
 

• Monday, July 8, 2019, meeting of the Select Board 
 
Board Member Kelley moved to approve as presented the minutes of the July 8, 2019 
meeting of the Select Board.  Vice Chair Kennedy-Munger seconded the motion.  VOTE:  5 
FOR – 0 OPPOSED  
 

• Monday, July 22, 2019, meeting of the Select Board 
 
Board Member Cole moved to approve as presented the minutes of the July 22, 2019 
meeting of the Select Board.   Board Member Kelley seconded the motion.  VOTE:  5 FOR 
– 0 OPPOSED  
 

b. Announcements of upcoming Select Board meeting(s) – See agenda 
c. Announcements of upcoming Select Board Workshop(s): - See agenda 
d. Announcement(s) and/or Training (s) - See agenda 
e. Committee Openings: – See agenda 
f.    Agenda Changes  
 

Residents, Sally Cook and Nick Ruffin have withdrawn their application to be on the Rockport 
Parks and Beautification Committee and they both support the application of resident Mark Van 
Baalen. 
 
Board Member Cole recommended that they remove item b. under New Business as it is not 
ready.  The Board agreed to table the item. 
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g.  Public Comments - None this Meeting 
 

IV. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT/UPDATE – See attached 
 
Town Manager stated that three bids have been received for the condenser for the air conditioner 
at the Opera House and the bid was awarded to David Leighton for $6,000.  The other two bids 
were for a higher price.     
 
The Town Manager and the Select Board thanked Town Clerk Greenlaw for her great job as 
acting town manager and accomplishing, among other items, the new garden at the Town Office. 
 
V. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

a. Resignation Allen Mitchell, ZBA 
b. Resignation James Sady, Rockport Parks and Beautification Committee 
c. Approval of Scott Bickford as the Health Officer and William Najpauer as the 

Assistant Health Officer 
d. Accept Donation from Ken McKinley 
e. Resignation of Richard Remsen, Rockport Parks and Beautification Committee 

 
Board Member Cole moved to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Vice Chair 
Kennedy-Munger seconded the motion.  VOTE:  5 FOR – 0 OPPOSED 
 
VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

a. None this evening. 
 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 
 

a. Committee Application(s):  
 
Board Member Hamilton - we have a policy that the applicant must be here when they are on the 
agenda for being appointed to a committee.  He stated that there is value in meeting the 
candidates and wants to continue the practice. 
 
The Board discussed whether they should require the applicants be in attendance. 
 
Board Member Hamilton suggested that they request the applicants to come to the meetings and 
introduce themselves to the Board.  The Town has good candidates and there is a need for 
committee members. 
 
Chair Hall said that should be a standing request. 
 

• Anna Remsen – Rockport Parks and Beautification Committee  
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Board Member Cole moved to approve Anna Remsen for the Rockport Parks and 
Beautification Committee.  Vice Chair Kennedy-Munger seconded the motion.  VOTE:  5 
FOR – 0 OPPOSED 

• Sally Cook – Library Building Committee – Withdrew her application 
• Nicholas Ruffin – Library Committee – Withdrew his application 
• Mark Van Baalen – Library Building Committee 

 
Board Member Kelley moved to approve Mark Van Baalen for the Library Committee for 
a term to expire June 30, 2022.  Board Member Hamilton seconded the motion.   VOTE:  5 
FOR – 0 OPPOSED 
 

• Ted Skowronski – Planning Board 
 
Vice Chair Kennedy-Munger moved to approve Ted Skowronski for the Planning Board 
from an alternate to a Regular Member for a term to expire June 30, 2020.  Board Member 
Kelley seconded the motion.  VOTE:  5 FOR – 0 OPPOSED 

 
• Sue Kauck – Rockport Parks and Beautification Committee 

 
Vice Chair Kennedy-Munger moved to approve Sue Kauck for the Rockport Parks and 
Beautification Committee for a term to expire June 30, 2022.  Board Member Kelley 
seconded the motion.  VOTE:  5 FOR – 0 OPPOSED 
 

• Lea Anne Dunton – Rockport Parks and Beautification Committee 
 
Board Member Cole moved to approve Lea Anne Dunton for the Rockport Parks and 
Beautification Committee for a term to expire June 30, 2022.  Board Member Hamilton 
seconded the motion.  VOTE:  5 FOR – 0 OPPOSED 
 

• Cheryl Liechty – Pesticide Advisory Committee 
 

Board Member Cole moved to approve Cheryl Liechty to the Pesticide Advisory 
Committee for a term to expire June 30, 2022.  Board Member Kelley seconded the motion.  
VOTE:  5 FOR – 0 OPPOSED 
 

b. Rockport Parks and Beautification Bylaws 
 
This item was tabled by the Board.  The bylaws are not ready. 
 

c. Discuss Memorandum of Understanding for the Masonic Hall  
 
The Town Manager stated that the Masonic Hall is being recommended as a cooling, warming 
and charging center.  They have installed a generator.  There will be a small cost to the Town for 
maintenance of the generator of under $200.00 and a fee for the use of the building for a shelter. 
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Board members recommended changes to page 2 of 5, line 16 change “the” to “a” Town.   
Discussed page 3 line 12 and 33 and page 4 line 2.   There was discussion on how 
reimbursements from FEMA and MEMA would be handled.  The Town should have money in 
the budget for events that are not covered by FEMA. 
 
Board Member Hamilton stated that portions of the agreement need to be revised before the 
Board approves it. 
 
Finance Director Brackett stated that the document was drafted by Masonic Hall representatives.  
FEMA sets the rate for any reimbursements. 
 
Board Member Kelley asked for clarification on the maintenance portion of the generator. 
 
Chair Hall suggested a change on page 3, line 12 to remove the word “shall” 
 
The Town Manager stated that he will work with the Masonic Hall representatives on revising 
the agreement.  
 
 d.   Approve Maine Municipal Association Voting Ballot 
 
Board Member Hamilton moved to approve the Maine Municipal Voting Ballot as 
presented.  Vice Chair Kennedy-Munger seconded the motion.  VOTE: 4 FOR (Kennedy-
Munger, Hamilton, Kelley and Hall) – 1 OPPOSED (Cole). 
 
Board Member Cole stated that he was not comfortable voting on someone that he doesn’t know. 

 
e.   Update on EMS and Possible Next Steps 

 
The Town Manager stated that he was reviewing information on the EMS issue. He has worked 
with NEMHS before.  He stated that Chair Hall, Vice Chair Kennedy-Munger and he met with 
the Camden Town Manager and Select Board.  Rockport will review all the information to see if 
NEMHS is meeting their agreements.  With the assistance of the Fire Chief and Select Board, he 
will try to determine what level of service the town expects. 
 
Chair Hall stated that the Camden Town Manager has held a lot of meetings and is actively 
coordinating and involved in what needs to be done. Monthly meetings with the fire chief and 
NEMHS need to take place but should also include the town manager.  
 
Town Manager stated that there may be some issues with the response times.  He agreed with the 
Chair that the Town Manager should be involved in the meetings with NEMHS.  Rockport 
representatives should also meet with the other town leaders and the CEO of PBMC. 
 
Board Member Hamilton stated that he agreed with the Town Manager 
 

f. Update on Capital Improvement Projects and Potential Bond 
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The Town Manager explained that the Town will need over $1 million for road construction and 
paving. 
 
Board Member Hamilton stated that his opinion is s that it makes more sense to have two smaller 
bonds. 
 
Board Member Kelley stated that that it is not an easy decision, but he thinks the Town should 
focus on infrastructure. 
 
Finance Director Brackett stated that the seawall at Walker Park should be fixed because if it 
erodes, DEP will not allow the Town to rebuild it.  The abutters need to do their part as well 
because without fixing the whole seawall the money will be wasted as the seawall will not 
survive only being partially rebuilt. 
 
Board Member Hamilton stated that the question is should the Town have one bond package or 
two? 
 
Chair Hall was concerned that the seawall was not on the list. 
 
Town Manager stated that the Town is far behind in road maintenance.  If a bond is approved in 
November, then planning can be completed over the winter so construction can begin in the 
spring. The West Rockport Fire Station is more complicated and should not be rushed.   
 
Board Member Cole stated that he believes that two bonds should be requested.  This one 
doesn’t include money for the seawall or sidewalks. 
 
Board Member Kelley stated that he would rather not have a special town meeting. 
 
Budget Committee Vice Chair Shaw stated hat in the agenda packet, there is a memo dated 
August 9th, and there is not a single one of the items that was on the budget committee’s list 
(discussed at last year’s budget meetings.)  She stated that she personally felt betrayed by the list 
as presented as it is not what the budget committee was promised would be in a bond package. 
Examples are Mt. Pleasant Street ($390,000), the lime kilns (a possibility of a $1000,00 grant 
through Legacy Rockport), the Walker Park seawall ($400,000) and the columbarium at Sea 
View Cemetery ($75,000).  The Town needs to move forward and get these items taken care of. 
 
Board Member Kelley and Finance Director Brackett stated that the bond cannot include the 
columbarium because it is a revenue generating item and the bond is tax-exempt bond. 
 
There was more discussion on what to put into the bond for items and money.  It was decided to 
add $117,00 for sidewalks and that the bond should rounded up to $1.5 million. 
 
Board Member Hamilton moved to proceed with a current infrastructure bond for the 
November 2019 warrant article.  Board Member Cole seconded the motion.  VOTE:  5 
FOR – 0 OPPOSED 
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g. Discuss RES Committee Composition and Request for Qualifications. 
 

Board Member Cole moved to approve the Request for Qualifications as presented with an 
amendment on page 4 to the Committee name to add “Redevelopment” and delete 
“Evaluation” to the name (RES Redevelopment Committee).  Vice Chair Kennedy-Munger 
seconded the motion.  VOTE:  5 FOR – 0 OPPOSED 
 
Planning & Community Development Director, Najpauer stated that the Board should decide 
what the objectives and design should be and the committee should use that direction when they 
interview the potential candidates. 
 
Select Board member Cole stated that the Board needs to know what the citizens would like to 
see at the RES site. 
 
Select Board member Kelley stated that the Town should have a meeting with MDOT to see if 
there is a potential for a land swap. There was discussion about a meeting on Wednesday to see 
if there is any interest is doing so.  The Town could expand the space between the Marge Jones 
Recreation Park and the high school. 
 
The board discussed the principles on page two of the RFQ. 
 
Resident, West Street, Janet Hall stated that she lives next door to the former RES property and 
has a question as to who will make up the committee.  Have the Board thought about putting one 
of the people from the neighborhood on the committee?  Should the committee members be 
impartial? 
 
Board Member Hamilton moved to approve the creation of the RES Redevelopment 
Committee with the recommended composition of members as shown on the attachment 
with an amendment to include one person from the neighborhood for a total of eight 
members.  Vice Chair Kennedy-Munger seconded the motion.  VOTE:  5 FOR – 0 
OPPOSED 

 
VIII.    WASTEWATER COMMISSIONERS 
 

a. None this meeting 
 
IX. LIAISON REPORTS 
 
Board Member Hamilton stated that the Harbor Committee did not meet. 
 
Board Member Kelley stated that the Conservation Commission will meet on Wednesday. 
 
Chair Hall stated that MCSWC postponed their meeting for a lack of a quorum.  The new 
manager will start at the end of the month. 
 
Vice Chair Kennedy-Munger stated that the ZBA will hold a hearing on September the 11th. 



ROCKPORT SELECT BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
MONDAY, AUGUST 12, 2019 

 

Page 7 of 7 
 

 
Board Member Cole stated that the Parks Committee is revving up.  The Investment Committee 
will have their annual meeting on Thursday.  We are working on the development of the 
Weidman Trust. 
 
The Planning Board did not meet. The Library is going well and is on schedule  
 
X. EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 

a. Discussion of contracts connected with the use of real or personal property pursuant 
to 1 M.R.S.A. Section 405(6)(C) 
 

At 9:17 p.m., Board Member Cole moved to go into Executive Session to discuss contracts 
connected with the use of real or personal property pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. Section 405 (6) 
(c).  Board Member Hamilton seconded the motion.  VOTE:  5 FOR -0 OPPOSED 
 
At 9:58 p.m. Board Member Hamilton moved to exit the Executive Session.  Vice Chair 
Kennedy-Munger seconded the motion.  VOTE:  5 FOR – 0 OPPOSED 
 
Board Member Cole moved to accept the proposal by Keith Smith for landscape design 
services for the Rockport Public Library for a cost not to exceed $6,000 with $5,000 from 
soft costs and $1,000 from donations.  Board Member Kelley seconded the motion.  VOTE:  
5 FOR 0 OPPOSED 
 
XI.        ADJOURNMENT 
 
Board Member Hamilton moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:59 p.m.  Board Member 
Kelley seconded the motion.  VOTE:  5 FOR – 0 OPPOSED 
   
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
LINDA M. GREENLAW 
TOWN CLERK as RECORDING SECRETARY   
 
 



ROCKPORT SELECT BOARD  

MEETING MINUTES 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2019 

 6:30 P.M. 

ROCKPORT OPERA HOUSE 

GEOFFREY C. PARKER COMMUNITY MEETING ROOM 

 

Present:  Chair Debra Hall, Vice Chair Denise Kennedy-Munger, Douglas Cole, and Jeffrey 

Hamilton.  Absent was Mark Kelley.  Also, present:  William S. Post, Town Manager; press and 

members of the public 

 

I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER – Chair Hall called the meeting to order 

 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

II. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT/UPDATE  

 

The Town Manager stated that monthly meetings with NEMHS have been scheduled.  There has 

been some confusion about the contract requirements. The Board needs to discuss either 

extending the current contract with NEMHS or developing a different method for EMS service in 

the month of January, not by January 1st.  

 

The sidewalk in front of the Town Office will be done by the end of the week.   

 

The Manager has been made aware of a few code issues and he takes them very seriously and 

will discuss them with the Code Officer.   

 

The Manager has received a complaint from a resident about fireworks in town and she has 

requested that this be on the Board’s agenda for discussion.  The state law requires that there be 

no fireworks after 10:00 p.m. except on July 4th and New Year’s Eve.   

 

The last concert on the harbor is Sunday September 15th. 

  

Board Member Cole talked about the concerts at the harbor and understands Paul Charbonneau’s 

concerns.  We need to let him know that the Harbormaster will ensure that it is managed 

properly.  

 

Chair Hall stated that the music should be loud enough for the people there, but not for the whole 

town. 

 

Board Member Hamilton stated that the last concert was a good one and not too loud. 

 

III. PUBLIC INPUT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

 

Resident Ty Ebright asked about the status of a seventeen-acre subdivision is his neighborhood 

on Limerock Street and if large developments require donations to the Town, for example, to the 

new library. 
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Vice Chair Kennedy-Munger asked if he was suggesting that they are paying to get their 

subdivision approved?  

 

Board Member Cole stated that it has not been approved unless it was several years ago. 

 

Town Manager Post stated that he would follow up on it. 

 

IV. AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA  

 

The Board agreed to moved item f. under “Action Items” to be heard first since several of the 

applicants are present. 

 

V. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 a. Meeting Minutes 

• Monday, August 26, 2019, meeting of the Select Board 

 

Chair Hall stated that this item needs to be removed from the consent agenda as amendments are 

needed.  The Board agreed. 

 

Chair Hall stated that she would like to add a couple of sentences to the minutes.  On page 5 at 

the end of paragraph the following should be added: “Rockport is working with Camden on 

education efforts including news articles about broadband.  The Board agreed that the Town 

Manager may affix his name to these articles along with a Camden representative.” 

 

Board Member Hamilton moved that the Board approve the minutes of the Monday, 

August 26, 2019 meeting of the Select Board as amended.  Vice Chair Kennedy-Munger 

seconded the motion.  VOTE 4 FOR – 0 OPPOSED 

 

V. ACTION ITEMS 

 

 f.     Consider Appointments to RES Redevelopment Committee 

 

Chair Hall stated that the Board did not set a deadline to receive application for this committee 

and suggested that a deadline be set.  

 

Board Member Cole stated that the mission of the committee should be reviewed so that the 

Select Board agrees with it and the applicants for the committee understand it.  

 

Board Member Hamilton stated that the mission statement should be shared. 

 

Board Member Cole read the four principles of development from the RES Redevelopment RFQ. 
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Board Member Cole moved that the Board appoint Haunani Wallace as Chair of the Parks 

Committee to be the representative of the Parks Committee.  Board Member Hamilton 

seconded the motion. VOTE:  4 FOR – 0 OPPOSED 

 

Vice Chair Kennedy-Munger moved to appoint Chair Hall and Board Member Cole to be 

the representatives for the Select Board.  VOTE:  4 FOR – 0 OPPOSED 

 

The Board then invited the applicants for the RES Redevelopment Committee to introduce 

themselves to the Board.  

 

Resident Mary Stevens of Huse Street stated that she has lived in Rockport just over a year and a 

half.  She has worked thirty years for the construction industry and has managed construction 

and public information programs for high visibility projects.  Her philosophy for the RES site is 

of a mixed use with a blend of community needs while preserving the natural beauty of the area. 

 

Resident David Jackson of West Street stated that he has lived in Rockport for thirty-five years 

and lives 200 yards from the RES property.  He is familiar with the criteria in the RFQ and 

served on a previous RES Committee ten years ago.   

 

Board Member Cole asked if he would serve as a neighbor. Jackson replied that he would serve 

either as a neighbor or another area.   

 

Board Member Cole stated that on his committee application he stated that he would want to 

preserve the ball field. Jackson stated that he would not insist it stay but wants some green space 

preserved. 

 

Resident Janet Hall of West Street stated that she is a neighbor next door to the property.  She is 

interested in ensuring that the project is financial responsible and wants to see something 

beautiful that gives something back to the Town. She agrees with the Town’s principles of 

development. 

 

Resident Allen Mitchell of Main Street stated that he has lived in Rockport over thirty-five years.  

He has a background in construction and development.  He would like to see something inviting 

as it is a visual entrance to the town and is important.  He has served on the Building Committee 

and on the Town Office, Opera House, Town Garage, Harbormaster Building and Fire Station 

Projects.   

 

Chair Hall asked his opinion on the four principles of development. Mitchell replied that he 

agrees with two of them.  He is positive that the development should generate tax money for the 

town and the ballfield should remain.  The Committee should consult with the neighbors.  It is 

not the right place for a housing development. 

 

Board Member Cole asked if that means that he does not agree with two of the principles of 

development. Mitchell explained that if it is redeveloped for commercial use then the community 

should be involved. 
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Amanda Dwelley stated that she owns a parcel on Beech Hill, purchased in August and plans to 

build.  She has a master’s degree in City and Regional Planning.  She works as a researcher and a 

consultant and she does not have or uphold a philosophy for the redevelopment. 

 

Board Member Cole asked if Dwelley had looked at the principles of development. Dwelley 

stated that she had, and the principles are well thought-out. 

 

Resident Dana Start of West Street stated that being the last applicant he wanted to say that he 

abuts the RES property and the property has been in his family for seventy years.  The principles 

outlined by the town sound good.  He would like to keep a nice friendly appealing neighborhood 

and wants what is best for the town’s people to make the gateway appealing and revenue 

generating. 

 

Chair Hall stated that the Town will make the process open for all the neighbors to provide 

comments. 

 

Resident Jackson added that he thinks that it is important to add that he was Chair of the 

Rockport Opera House Committee in 1999 and 2000 to restore that building.  It was paid for by 

grants and donations.  He believes that this is relevant, and he could be chosen as a neighbor or 

as someone who has experience with projects and fund raising. 

 

The Board set the deadline for September 30th for getting an application submitted.  It was 

discussed putting something on Facebook and doing a press release. They will hold the 

applications and address the selection at their October 15th Select Board Meeting. 

 

a. Approval of Select Board Bylaws 

 

Town Manager Post explained the changes to the agenda outline and the necessary changes to 

the bylaws. 

 

Board Member Hamilton moved that the Board approve the Select Board Bylaws as 

proposed.  Board Member Cole seconded the motion. VOTE:  4 FOR – 0 OPPOSED. 

 

b. Approval of Library Committee Bylaws 

 

Chair Hall stated that the Board approves the bylaws for the committees.  They need to be 

consistent and the committee should not be allowed to just make amendments.  They need to be 

brought to us for approval. 

 

The Board discussed that these bylaws are for an elected committee and may be different than 

appointed committees. 

 

Board Member Cole stated that he will take the information back to the Library Committee as 

their liaison. 

 

c. Approval of Relocation of the Mary Lea Park sign 
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Board Member Cole stated that the Town Manager spoke to Public Works Director Young about 

the sign.  The sign used to be up by Central Street and was later placed down below the hill.  The 

current Parks and Beautification Committee wants to move it back up in the park. It fits in with 

the theme in our other parks. 

 

Board Member Hamilton asked why this is being presented to the Select Board. 

 

Town Manager Post stated that he wanted it on the agenda for Board action because of previous 

controversy over the location of the sign. 

 

Board Member Hamilton moved that the Board direct the Manager to have the Mary Lea 

Park sign relocated to the best possible place that it needs to be in on the Central Street 

side of the park.  Board Member Cole seconded the motion.  VOTE:  4 FOR – 0 

OPPOSED. 

 

d. Authorize Manager to Sign Agreement for Case Loader  

 

Town Manager Post stated that the Board must approve the motion with the language as 

presented because the Town’s Purchasing Policy and banking regulations do not give him the 

authority for purchase over $100,000.. 

 

Vice Chair Kennedy-Munger moved  (1) That a Capital Acquisition  Project (the 

“Project”) consisting of the Lease of a new Case Loader 621G Wheel loader, Serial # 

JEEN0621VKF247231, is hereby approved ; and (2)That the financing for the Project in 

the principal amount of $130,500 is awarded to Androscoggin Bank at an interest rate of 

3.13%; and (3) That the Town Manager is hereby authorized to execute a Lease Purchase 

Agreement, Lease Number 5319006374, and all other documents reasonably necessary to 

accomplish the purpose of this vote in his capacity as Town Manager or in his capacity as 

Town Treasurer, as the documents may require; and (4) That the Select Board hereby 

confirms its determination that the term of the Lease does not exceed 120% of the 

economic life of the Project; and (5) That said Lease is hereby designated a “bank qualified 

tax-exempt obligation” of the Town for the 2019 calendar year under the provisions of 

Section 265(b)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended.  Board Member Cole 

seconded the motion.   VOTE:  4 FOR – 0 OPPOSED 

 

e. Approval of Special Town Meeting Warrant (by Referendum) 

 

Town Manager Post stated that the infrastructure bond will go to vote at the November 5, 2019 

election. 

 

Chair Hall explained the question and what the bond will cover for projects. 

 

Board Member Hamilton moved that the Board approve the Special Town Meeting 

Warrant for November 5, 2019 as presented.  Board Member Cole seconded the motion.  

VOTE:  4 FOR – 0 OPPOSED 
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f. Consider Appointments to RES Redevelopment Committee 

 

This item was discussed before item a. 

 

VII. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

a. Review Honorary/Memorial Bench Program Policy 

 

Board Member Cole stated that he is pleased about this process for this project.  The Town 

Manager recognized that we needed a policy and wrote one for our approval.  He appreciated his 

writing this policy.  The policy then went to the Parks and Beautification Committee and they 

agreed to recommend approval by the Select Board after some edits.  

  

Chair Hall stated that she has one change and that is on the last page, the last sentence after 

public, add “the opportunity.” 

 

Town Manager Post stated that a lot of thanks goes to his executive assistant for her work on 

putting the policy together. 

 

Board Member Hamilton moved that the Board approve the Honorary/ Memorial Bench 

Program Policy as amended.  Vice Chair Kennedy-Munger seconded the motion.  VOTE: 4 

FOR – 0 OPPOSED  

 

VIII. ANNOUNCE FUTURE MEETINGS, OFFICE CLOSURERS, ETC. 

 

• September 23, 2019 – Workshop Short-Term Rentals 5:30 p.m. 

• September 23, 2019 – Regular Select Board Meeting 

• October 2, 2019 – Town Clerk’s Office Closed – Training 

• October 8, 2019 – Safety Training Town Office Closed – 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

• October 14, 2019 – Town Office Closed – Columbus Day 

• October 15, 2019 – Regular Select Board Meeting – (Tuesday) 

 

Chair Hall stated that especially important is the workshop on short term rentals.  This could be a 

controversial topic.  Also, there is a ZBA Meeting on Wednesday the 11th regarding the library 

appeal on the building permit. 

 

IX. SELECT BOARD LIAISON REPORTS  

 

Vice Chair Kennedy-Munger stated that as liaison she will be attending the Zoning Board of 

Appeals hearing on Wednesday, the 11th, beginning at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Board Member Hamilton stated that there were not any meetings for the Recreation or CIP 

Committees. 

 

The Harbor Committee met and are reviewing rates for the upcoming season.  
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The Pathways Committee met in Camden and discussed our infrastructure bond proposals. 

 

Board Member Cole stated that the Planning Board met and discussed a Dental Clinic at the 

former Denny’s Restaurant and a new structure at Maine Media College on Camden Street.  Joe 

Sternowski, the new chair of the Planning Board did an excellent job presenting MMC’s request 

for constructing a new classroom and that the abutters did not have any objections.  There was a 

question about enforcement issues,.one of them was about the ongoing flea market on Route 1 

and the fact that the Land Use Ordinance only allows yard sales and another one being the 

property used by Camden Exxon.  It will be reviewed by the Planning Board on October the 3rd. 

They will discuss the long-term parking arrangement brought up by residents.  It is a well-run 

excellent committee.   

 

The Investment Committee has not met.   

 

At the new Library site, the final concrete will be poured on September the 26th.    Right now, it 

is ugly looking, but once filled it will look better. 

 

Chair Hall stated that MCSWC has problems with a pump that isn’t working, and it will be three 

to four weeks before a new pump can be in place.  The new MCSWC manager is working hard 

on getting this accomplished.  There have been extra costs with the fire and the pump issue, 

which will cost $10,000.   

 

X. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Board Member Cole moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 p.m.   Board Member Hamilton 

seconded the motion.  VOTE:  FOR – 0 OPPOSED 

 

   

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
LINDA M. GREENLAW 

TOWN CLERK as RECORDING SECRETARY   

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

   
 

Action Items 

a. Approval of Planning Board Bylaws 

 

Manager’s Comments: Action item 

Staff has reformatted the Planning Board bylaws and added the language as approved in the 

other committee bylaws approved so far by the SB.  

 

Suggested Motion: 

I move the Board approve the Planning Board Bylaws as presented (or amended if that is the 

case). 
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Bylaws of the Rockport Planning Board  

of the Town of Rockport, Maine 
 

      

Section 1. Purpose and Scope 
 

These Bylaws are established by the Rockport Planning Board to aid in the fulfillment of its 

responsibility under the Maine Constitution, the Statutes of Maine and the Municipal 

Ordinances, all of which have precedence. These Bylaws are intended to ensure fair and 

equitable treatment in all proceedings of the Rockport Planning Board. 

 

Section 2. Planning Board Responsibility 

 
The Rockport Planning Board shall be responsible for reviewing and acting upon land use 

applications as designated in the Rockport Land Use Ordinance and Subdivision Reviews in 

accordance with the Rockport Subdivision ordinance The Boars shall further perform such duties 

and exercise such powers as are provided by the Rockport Land use ordinance and the laws of 

the State of Maine. 

 

Section 3. Board Membership 

 
A. The Planning Board consists of seven (7) regular members and up to two (2) alternate 

members who shall be residents of the Town of Rockport. The members shall serve without 

pay and shall be appointed by the Select Board to serve for staggered three (3) year terms 

expiring on June 30. The maximum length of continuous service shall be nine (9) years. 

 

B. All Planning Board members shall attend and participate in all meetings. If a member fails, 

without good cause, to attend four (4) consecutive regular meetings, or at least 75% of all 

meetings during any twelve-month period it shall result in a recommendation to the Select 

Board for removal of that member from the Planning Board. 
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Section 4. Officers; Duties 
 

A. A Chair and a Vice-Chair shall be elected annually by majority vote of the regular members 

present at the first Planning Board meeting following Annual Town Meeting in June and 

shall assume their duties after the adjournment of the meeting when the vote was taken.   

 

B. In the absence of the Chair, the Vice-Chair shall assume the duties of the Chair. 

 

C. Should both the Chair and the Vice-Chair be absent from a Board meeting, a temporary 

Chair shall be appointed by the Chair prior to the meeting or, if necessary, elected by a 

majority of the Board present at the meeting. 

 

D. The Chair shall call all meetings of the Planning Board or designate an appropriate 

appointed official to carry out this responsibility. 

 

E. The Chair shall preside at all meetings of the Board. The Vice-Chair, at the Chair’s 

discretion, may preside over selected applications. The Chair, however, remains ultimately 

responsible for the meeting’s proper and orderly conduct. 

  

F. The Chair shall represent the Planning Board and be its official spokesperson in all matters. 

 

G. The Chair shall be responsible for ensuring that new members receive an orientation. 

 

H. The Town shall employ a secretary, who shall be responsible for supervising the 

maintenance of accurate records of the Planning Board meetings, including all official 

actions. 

 

I. Records, correspondence, and meeting minutes of the Planning Board shall be maintained in 

the Town Office and made available for inspection during municipal business hours. 

 

J. Minutes of the Planning Board meetings shall be officially approved at the next regular 

meeting of the Board, subject to corrections, and publicly available.  Such approved minutes 

shall constitute the official record of the meetings of the Board.  Video or audio recordings 

produced by the Town shall be considered supplemental to the official record. 

 

Section 5. Meetings 

 
A. A regular meeting of the Planning Board shall be held at 5:30 p.m. on the fourth Thursday of 

the month in the Rockport Opera House Geoffrey Parker Meeting Room, or at such other 

time and place that the Board may designate. Additional meetings may be called when 

warranted. The date, time, and place of any regular meeting may be changed by an order 

passed at the previous meeting of the Board.  

 

B. A quorum of the Board necessary to conduct official business shall consist of four (4) 

members. A concurring vote of a majority of those present and eligible to vote is required in 
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order for the Planning Board to act officially. However, no official action may be taken 

unless the majority includes at least three (3) affirmative votes. 

 

C. The date, time, place and agenda for meetings shall be established by the Planning and 

Development Director in coordination with the Board Chair, made available to all Board 

members and posted for the public at least six days prior to the meeting. Application 

materials and related work products provided by staff shall be made available to Planning 

Board members no later than 3:00 pm Friday prior to the next meeting. 

 

D. Site walks may be scheduled as deemed necessary by the Chair and, if so, public notice of 

the time and place shall be included on the agenda for the Board’s next scheduled meeting. 

Members of the public may attend site walks, but no public comment shall be considered by 

the Board and the Board shall not keep a record of any comments heard during a site walk. 

Future Planning Board action may be based on observations made on site, but only after such 

observations are discussed during a regular meeting. 

 

E. Workshops may be scheduled as deemed necessary by the Chair and, if so, public notice of 

the time and place shall be posted at least two (2) days in advance. Members of the public 

may attend workshops, but no public comment shall be considered by the Board  

and the Board may, at the discretion of the Chair, choose whether or not to keep a record of 

any comments made during a workshop. Future Planning Board action may be based on 

discussion in Workshops, but only after such discussion is reviewed during a regular 

meeting. 

 

Section 6. Rules of Procedure 

 
A. General 

 

1. Meetings shall be conducted in accordance with Maine Statutes, Town Ordinances, and 

these Bylaws. The Board may establish special rules for the conduct of any business 

provided such establishment of rules does not violate state or municipal law or ordinance. 

 

2. Information relating to a request for land use approvals shall be considered by the 

Planning Board only in one or more of the following manners: 

 

a. As a Pre-Application presentation; 
  

b. As a part of a formal request for approval by the Planning Board submitted in 

accordance with the local land use and/or subdivision ordinances and application 

procedures established by the Planning and Development Department; 
  

c. As verbal or written testimony during a public hearing; 
  

d. Or at the request of the majority of the Board present and eligible to vote. 
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B. Procedure 

 

1. If a quorum is present, the Chair shall call the meeting to order at the appointed time. 

 

2. The Chair shall declare all votes. If any member doubts a vote, the Chair shall order a 

recount of the affirmative and negative votes without debate. The secretary shall record 

all votes. 

 

3. Prior to consideration of any agenda item before the Board, each Board member shall 

declare any potential conflict of interest to the Board with respect to that item. A Board 

member may voluntarily refrain from participation on an agenda item. If a possible 

conflict of interest is raised and the Board member in question asserts that there is no 

conflict that will influence his or her conduct, the Board shall determine whether a 

conflict exists by majority vote. A member thus found to have a conflict of interest shall 

be ineligible to vote on that item. 

 

4. Prior to consideration of any agenda item before the Board, the Chair shall determine 

which members shall be eligible to vote. The Chair may appoint an alternate member for 

this purpose so long as the total number of members eligible to vote does not exceed 

seven (7). 

 

5. A presentation by an applicant shall not exceed fifteen (15) minutes in length without 

permission of the Chair. 

 

6. The Chair shall preserve decorum and decide all questions of order and procedure, 

including the extent to which a member who is not eligible to vote on a particular request 

for land use approvals may participate in or be removed from the Board’s deliberations 

on that item. 

 

7. The agenda may be rearranged at the Chair’s discretion. 

 

8. The Board shall not begin to hear any new agenda item commencing after 9:30 p.m. 

except by unanimous vote of members present and eligible to vote on that item. 

 

9. No meeting of the Board shall continue beyond 11:00 p.m. except upon unanimous vote 

of members present and eligible to vote at that time. 

 

C. Public Participation 

 

1. All public hearings held by the Planning Board as required by law or ordinances of the 

Town of Rockport, in addition to meeting special requirements of such law or ordinances, 

shall provide all interested parties with an opportunity to be heard. However, the Chair 

may limit discussion to new and pertinent information. 

 

2. Members of the public wishing to address the Board concerning an agenda item shall 

wait until the Chair asks for public comment. When recognized by the Chair, the speaker 
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shall state the speaker's name and address in an audible tone for the record. The speaker 

shall limit remarks to the issue under discussion. 

 

3. Persons wishing to address the Board on an item not appearing on the agenda may do so 

only after disposition of all items appearing on the agenda, and only at the discretion of 

the Chair. 

 

4. The Chair may reopen a closed public hearing with the consent of the majority of the 

members present and eligible to vote. 

 

5. Members of the public may attend Planning Board workshops and site walks. Public 

comment at workshops shall be permitted solely at the discretion of the Chair.  

 

Section 7. Voting Procedures 

 
A. The Board shall vote only by motion, second and discussion, except on the question of 

whether or not to adjourn a meeting. A vote shall be called immediately, without discussion, 

as soon as a motion to adjourn and a second are made. Each motion shall be confined to one 

subject, which shall be clearly expressed. 

 

B. To form a decision on an application for land use approval, the Board may adopt selected 

findings of fact, by vote and in writing, using a checklist or similar work product to be 

prepared by Planning and Development staff. 

 

C. The Planning Board may reconsider any decision on a request for land use approvals within 

forty-five (45) days of the decision. In such cases, a motion to reconsider shall be made by a 

member who voted in the majority on the decision in question. 

 

Section 8. Waivers; Amendments 
 

These bylaws, or any provision thereof, may be waived but only if they remain consistent with 

applicable law.  These bylaws may be amended at any time in writing by majority vote of the 

Committee after notice on the proposed amendment but shall not be effective until approved by 

the Select Board. 

 

 

Approved by the Planning Board October 2018 

Approved by the Planning Board August 2019 

Approved by the Select Board on September 23, 2019 



 

   
 

Discussion Items 

a. Fireworks Complaint 

 

Manager’s Comments: Discussion item 

Resident Susan Sinclair emailed Debra Hall in August to complain about fireworks that were 

shot off at the Goose River Golf Club during an event. Her email is included in your materials. 

Debra had forwarded me that email and I met with Ms. Sinclair along with Chief Gagne to 

discuss current Maine laws, the fact that Rockport does not have a sperate ordinance controlling 

or restricting fireworks, and the process by which an ordinance could be created and voted upon. 

I directed her to meet with the SB as that is the next step in considering whether a fireworks 

ordinance should be drafted. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

None needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

General Guide to Consumer Fireworks Use 
 
If your community has no ordinances restricting or prohibiting the use of consumer fireworks in 
your community, then Maine Public Law Chapter 416, provides the following applicable guidelines 
for using these products. 

 
1. § 223-A. §§ 8 (A) Consumer fireworks may be used between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 10 

p.m., except that on the following dates they may be used between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 
12:30 a.m. the following day: 

(1) July 4th; 
(2) December 31st; and 
(3) The weekends immediately before and after July 4th and December 31st. 

 
2. § 223-A. §§ 8 (B) A person may use consumer fireworks only on that person’s property or on 

the property of a person who has consented to the use of consumer fireworks on that 
property. 

 
A person who violates this subsection commits a civil violation for which a fine of not less 
than $50 and not more than $500, plus court costs, may be adjudges for any one offense. 

 
3. § 223-A. §§ 11 (D) A person under 21 years of age may not purchase, use or possess 

consumer fireworks within the State of Maine. 
 

4. §221-A, §§1-A The following products are prohibited for use in Maine. 
 

A. Missile-type rockets, as defined by the State Fire Marshal by rule; 
 

B. Helicopters and aerial spinners, as defined by the State Fire Marshal by rule; and 
 

C. Sky rockets and bottle rockets. For purposes of this paragraph, "sky rockets and bottle 
rockets" means cylindrical tubes containing not more than 20 grams of chemical 
composition, as defined by the State Fire Marshal by rule, with a wooden stick attached for 
guidance and stability that rise into the air upon ignition and that may produce a burst of 
color or sound at or near the height of flight. 

 
For additional information contact: 

 
Inspection Divison 
Office of the State Fire Marshal  
45 Commerce Center Drive, Suite 1 
Augusta, Maine  04330 
(207) 626-3870 



§223-A. Sale of consumer fireworks  
1. Sale of consumer fireworks.  A person may not sell consumer fireworks unless that person is 21 years of age or older and 

possesses:  
A. A federal permit to sell fireworks under 18 United States Code, Section 843; [2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, 

§9 (AFF).] 
B. A license under subsection 3; and [2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF).] 
C. A municipal permit if required under subsection 2. [2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF).] 

[ 2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF) .]  
2. Municipalities.   The legislative body of a municipality may adopt an ordinance to prohibit or restrict the sale or use of consumer 

fireworks within the municipality. Municipalities that prohibit or restrict the sale or use of consumer fireworks shall provide to the Office 
of the State Fire Marshal a copy of the relevant restriction or prohibition within 60 days of adoption. A municipality may require that a 
person obtain a municipal permit for selling consumer fireworks within the municipality. A municipality that chooses to issue municipal 
permits under this subsection shall notify the Office of the State Fire Marshal at least 60 days prior to the initiation of its permitting 
program for the sale of consumer fireworks. A municipal permit may not be issued unless:  

A. The applicant is 21 years of age or older; [2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF).] 
B. The applicant applies for a permit under this subsection on a form prescribed by the commissioner; [2011, c. 416, §5 

(NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF).] 
C. The applicant possesses the federal permit required under subsection 1, paragraph A; [2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, 

c. 416, §9 (AFF).] 
D. The applicant complies with the provisions of subsection 4; and [2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 

(AFF).] 
E. The application is approved by the municipality's police chief, fire chief and code enforcement officer if those positions exist. 

[2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF).] 
A municipality may require a reasonable fee for a permit issued under this subsection. A person holding a permit issued by a 

municipality under this subsection may not sell consumer fireworks unless the person satisfies all the requirements of subsection 1.  
[ 2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF) .]  

3. State license.   The commissioner may issue a license to sell consumer fireworks to an applicant who:  
A. Is 21 years of age or older; [2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF).] 
B. Possesses the permits required under subsection 1, paragraphs A and C; [2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, 

§9 (AFF).] 
C. Complies with the provisions of subsection 4; and [2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF).] 
D. Has not been convicted of an offense or violated a state, federal or municipal law, rule or regulation involving fireworks or 

explosives within the 2 years prior to the application. [2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF).] 
The commissioner shall charge a fee of $5,000 for the initial license issued to an applicant and $1,500 for each annual license renewal. 

The term of a license is one year. A separate license is required for each location at which an applicant seeks to sell consumer fireworks. 
Fees collected under this subsection must be deposited in a nonlapsing account of the Office of the State Fire Marshal to be used for the 
purpose of enforcing this section.  

[ 2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF) .]  
4. Storage and handling.   A person authorized to sell consumer fireworks under subsection 1 may store and sell the fireworks only 

in a permanent, fixed, stand-alone building dedicated solely to the storage and sale of consumer fireworks in accordance with this 
subsection.  

A. The building must be constructed, maintained and operated, and all consumer fireworks must be stored, in compliance with the 
requirements of National Fire Protection Association Standard 1124, as adopted by the Office of the State Fire Marshal, relevant building 
codes, zoning ordinances and other municipal ordinances. [2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF).] 

B. The building may not be less than 60 feet from another permanent building and may not be less than 300 feet from a structure at 
which gasoline, propane or other flammable material is sold or dispensed. [2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 
(AFF).] 

C. Cigarettes, tobacco products or lighters or other flame-producing devices may not be permitted in the building. [2011, c. 
416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF).] 

D. A person under 21 years of age may not be admitted to the building unless accompanied by a parent or guardian. [2011, c. 
416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF).] 

E. Notwithstanding paragraph D, a person at least 18 years of age may handle and sell consumer fireworks if the person is under the 
direct supervision of a person 21 years of age or older. [2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF).] 

[ 2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF) .]  
5. Insurance.   A person authorized to sell consumer fireworks under subsection 1 shall at all times maintain public liability and 

product liability insurance with minimum coverage limits of $2,000,000 to cover the losses, damages or injuries that might ensue to 
persons or property as a result of the person selling consumer fireworks.  

[ 2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF) .]  



6. Advertising.   A person may not advertise the sale of consumer fireworks in a way that is misleading about the conditions under 
which consumer fireworks may be purchased or used or about the requirements of this section. An advertisement for the sale of consumer 
fireworks must contain the words "Check with your local fire department to see if consumer fireworks are allowed in your community" in 
a conspicuous location and in a consistent font as approved by the commissioner.  

[ 2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF) .]  
7. Civil liability.   A person who violates the provisions of this section is liable in a civil action for damages for bodily injury or property 

damage resulting from violation, and the defenses under Title 14, section 156 or a defense based on assumption of risk may not be used 
by the person.  

[ 2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF) .]  
8. Restrictions on use of consumer fireworks.   The use of consumer fireworks is governed by this subsection.  
A. Consumer fireworks may be used between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m., except that on the following dates they may be 

used between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 12:30 a.m. the following day:  
(1) July 4th; 
(2) December 31st; and 
(3) The weekends immediately before and after July 4th and December 31st. [2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, 

§9 (AFF).] 
B. A person may use consumer fireworks only on that person's property or on the property of a person who has consented to the 

use of consumer fireworks on that property. [2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF).] 
A person who violates this subsection commits a civil violation for which a fine of not less than $50 and not more than $500, plus 

court costs, may be adjudged for any one offense.  
[ 2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF) .]  

9. Enforcement against licensees.   The commissioner, a state law enforcement officer, a municipal law enforcement officer, a code 
enforcement officer or a fire safety official may petition the Superior Court or District Court to seize or remove at the expense of a licensee 
consumer fireworks sold, offered for sale, stored, possessed or used in violation of this section. The commissioner may immediately 
suspend a license granted under subsection 3 for a violation of this section. A person whose license is suspended under this subsection 
must receive a hearing within 10 days of the suspension under Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 4. A person whose license is suspended 
under this subsection may not receive a license under subsection 3 for a period of at least one year from the date of suspension.  

[ 2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF) .]  
10. Disclosures to customers.   A person authorized to sell consumer fireworks shall provide to the purchaser at the point of sale 

written guidelines describing the safe and proper use of consumer fireworks. The guidelines must also include the following statements in 
a conspicuous location: "MAINE LAW EXPRESSLY PROHIBITS PERSONS UNDER 21 YEARS OF AGE FROM PURCHASING, POSSESSING OR 
USING CONSUMER FIREWORKS" and "FURNISHING CONSUMER FIREWORKS TO PERSONS UNDER 21 YEARS OF AGE IS A CRIMINAL OFFENSE 
IN MAINE." Such guidelines must be published or approved by the commissioner prior to distribution.  

[ 2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF) .]  
11. Prohibited acts.   This subsection governs prohibited acts.  
A. A person may not sell consumer fireworks within the State unless that person holds a valid license or is an employee or agent of 

a person that holds a valid license. [2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF).] 
B. A person licensed to sell consumer fireworks under this chapter may not sell consumer fireworks to a person under 21 years of 

age or who appears to be under the influence of alcohol or drugs. [2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF).] 
C. Except as specifically allowed under subsection 4, paragraph E, a person may not knowingly:  
(1) Procure, or in any way aid or assist in procuring, furnish, give, sell or deliver consumer fireworks for or to a person under 21 years 

of age; or  
(2) Allow a person under 21 years of age under that person's control or in a place under that person's control to possess or use 

consumer fireworks. [2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF).] 
D. A person under 21 years of age may not purchase, use or possess consumer fireworks within the State or present to a person 

licensed to sell consumer fireworks any evidence of age that is false, fraudulent or not actually the person's own for the purpose of 
purchasing consumer fireworks. [2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF).] 

It is an affirmative defense to prosecution for a violation of paragraph B or C that the licensee sold consumer fireworks to a person 
under 21 years of age in reasonable reliance upon fraudulent proof of age presented by the purchaser.  

[ 2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF) .]  
12. Violations.   The following penalties apply to violations of subsection 11.  
A. A person who violates subsection 11, paragraph A, B or C commits a Class D crime. If the violation involves furnishing consumer 

fireworks to a minor, a fine of not less than $500 must be imposed in addition to any term of imprisonment the court may impose. If a 
person violates subsection 11, paragraph A, B or C after having been convicted of violating the same paragraph one or more times within 
the previous 6-year period, a fine of not less than $1,000 must be imposed in addition to any term of imprisonment the court may impose. 
[2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF).] 



B. A person who violates subsection 11, paragraph D commits a civil violation for which a fine of not less than $200 and not more 
than $400 must be imposed. If the person has been previously convicted of violating subsection 11, paragraph D one or more times, a fine 
of not less than $300 and not more than $600 must be imposed. [2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF).] 

Fines collected under this subsection must be deposited in a nonlapsing account of the Office of the State Fire Marshal to be used 
for the purpose of enforcing this section.  

[ 2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF) .]  
13. Annual report to the Legislature.   Beginning in 2013, the Office of the State Fire Marshal shall submit to the joint standing 

committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over criminal justice and public safety matters a written report regarding the sale and use 
of consumer fireworks in this State. The report must, at a minimum, include information on the issuance and oversight of licenses to sell 
consumer fireworks, reported consumer fireworks-related injuries, reported consumer fireworks-related fires or other property damage 
and municipal restrictions or prohibitions on the sale or use of consumer fireworks. The report must be submitted not later than March 
1st each year.  

[ 2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW); 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF) .]  
SECTION HISTORY  

2011, c. 416, §5 (NEW). 2011, c. 416, §9 (AFF).  

 



From: Susan Sinclair <sinclair5178@gmail.com> 
Date: August 20, 2019 at 11:31:31 AM EDT 
To: dhall@rockportmaine.gov 
Subject: Random explosions 

Hello Ms Hall, 
 
I would like to propose changes to the Rockport noise ordinance to ban fireworks after 9:00 PM, with 
the possible exception of July 4. If I blasted the sound of an AK 47 (or  jet engine, or cow) through loud 
speakers at random intervals, between the hours of 8:00 PM and 10:00 PM, most people would call that 
nuisance noise and strenuously object. Yet anyone can fire extremely loud explosions as close to 
neighboring homes as they want, and there's absolutely no way for the affected citizen to get it to stop, 
no matter what their circumstances are. The police say their hands are tied. 
 
The town is much more densely populated than it was even 30 years ago, and the large, random, war 
zone explosions until 10:00 PM are a physical, emotional, and psychological assault to families, domestic 
animals, and wildlife. Currently there is no recourse whatsoever for citizens who are ill and need to have 
quiet, or for citizens with screaming, terrified children or panicked pets when their near neighbor 
decides to randomly explode ordinance that would be illegal in most other states, until 10:00 PM. The 
noise has no useful purpose. It's not construction. It's not manufacturing. It's not even someone with a 
loud radio with their car window open, which according to police is considered a noise 
violation!!!  There are far, far more citizens who DON'T use fireworks in Rockport, and their right to 
peace and enjoyment of their own homes can't be subjugated to the few people who find firing off loud 
explosions "fun". People can party and celebrate without the addition of dangerous and heart stopping 
explosions that profoundly affect the community. If nothing else, the decibel levels of fireworks need to 
be limited. As far as I know there is no limit at all.  
 
I welcome your comments.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Susan Sinclair 
249 Main St 
Rockport 
 

mailto:sinclair5178@gmail.com
mailto:dhall@rockportmaine.gov


 

   
 

Discussion Items 

b. CR Pathways Committee Update 

 

Manager’s Comments: Discussion item 

Geoff Scott will be in attendance (as he requested) to present information from the CR Pathways 

Committee’s work. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

None needed. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Memo 
To: Rockport Select Board 

From: Geoff Scott 

 Camden/Rockport Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Pathways Committee 

CC: Pathways Committee, Town Manager 

Date: 9/14/19  

Re: Pathways Update – background material 

Charter 
 
In Dec 2000, the Select Boards of Camden and Rockport wrote the charter for the 
Pathways committee as: 
 

• The Committee will research and make recommendations concerning the design 
and development of bike and pedestrian facilities with the goal of creating a 
network of attractive and functional facilities within and between Camden and 
Rockport and with links to neighboring communities. To this end, the Committee   
will develop a “Master Plan,” documenting detailed recommendations and 
prioritized improvements throughout the Rockport/ Camden area. 

 
• In compliance with Comprehensive Planning, the Committee will develop and 

make these recommendations to enhance bike/ped transportation and quality-of-
life opportunities while reducing motor traffic congestion mitigating 
environmental pollution, parking problems, and strengthening the vitality of the 
village centers. 

 
• Further, the Pathways Committee will explore and recommend such bicycle and 

pedestrian infrastructure so as to compliment traffic calming, smart growth, 
highway access management and land use planning both locally and regionally. 

 
• The Pathways Committee will work cooperatively with the residents, Parking, 

Traffic, Transportation and other town committees, Highway Departments, 
neighboring towns, Maine Department of Transportation (MDOT) and the State 
Planning Office (SPO) to develop its recommendations. 

 
  



Process 
 

• We meet at least monthly.  
 

• We focus on creating connections, connecting destinations and communities.  
 

• We have a Master Plan that we update every 5-10 years. Within the Master Plan 
we set project priorities and general directions for the Committee.  
 

• We set priorities focused on safety, community health and walkability, and the 
amount of pedestrian traffic. 
 

• We generate funding through grants, multiplying local dollars to create greater 
impact in our community 
 

• We generate awareness through public meetings, online presence, the press, and 
through partnerships. 

 
• We do a sidewalk survey at least every 5 years which provides a foundation for 

maintenance recommendations to Public Works 
 
 
Projects in the works: 
 

• Maritime Farms –A sidewalk on the Maritime side of the street, from Camden 
Hills Accommodations to Quarry Hill, including a pedestrian controlled crossing 
at Hannaford. Going out to bid this fall. Result of a grant proposal with matching 
funds 80/20 MDOT/Town. Funds are budgeted.  
 

• Route 90 – to link key institutions and destinations including two public schools 
and public recreation fields, with a pedestrian friendly path connecting the 
schools, the ball fields, Erikson Fields and walking trails (MCHT), Midcoast 
Recreation Center, multiple businesses and residences along this route. The 
vision is to construct an off-road multi-use path from Rte 1 to Rte 17.  
 

• Sidewalk Survey – looks at  
o Sidewalk condition/obstacles 
o Storm drains 
o Curb repairs 
o Handicap accessibility 
o Sight lines 

 
• 2019 bond related – recommended priority 

o Rockville 
o West St/RES 
o Village Steps 



o Russell Ave Lower 
o Russell Ave Upper 
o Main St/Summer to Town Office 

 
• Other areas of focus 

o Warrenton Road 
o Route 1 South to Rockland 
o Sewer Project – Route 1 

 
 

Reference Map of Projects/Focus 

Key 
Existing Sidewalk 
High Priority Project 
Med Priority Project 
Low Priority Project 
Long Term Projects 
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