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ROCKPORT SELECT BOARD  
MEETING MINUTES 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2016 
7:00 P.M. 

ROCKPORT OPERA HOUSE 
 

Present:  Chair, William Chapman, Vice-Chair Kenneth McKinley, Geoffrey Parker, 
Owen Casas and Brendan Riordan.   Also present:  Richard C. Bates, Town Manager, 
Department Heads:  James Francomano, Director of Planning & Community 
Development and Ben Blackmon, Library Director, the press, Lynda Clancy and Louis 
Bettcher and members of the public 
 
I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER – William Chapman, Chair called the meeting to 

order at 7:00 P.M. 
 
II. PUBLIC HEARING 

a. Public Hearing on the Proposed Ordinance Articles Two through Five of the 
Tuesday, November 8, 2016 Special Town Meeting Warrant 
 

             ARTICLE 2. Shall an Ordinance entitled, “Ordinance amending the Town of Rockport 
 Road Acceptance Ordinance to allow requests that the Town take 
 ownership of private roads or portions of private roads to be presented to 
 the voters after 25% of the abutting lots are developed, provided that any 
 such private road or portion of a private road creates a new linkage 
 between two existing public roads and other conditions are met,” be 
 enacted? 

 
Bill opened the hearing at 7:01 p.m.  
 
FOR – 
 
Jon Duke – this issue has been going on for a long time.  I have lived on Hawthorne Drive for 
five years.  This issue has been discussed by the ORC, staff, department heads, Jamie and the 
Select Board several times.  It is a ten-year old problem.  It is a private road that connects two 
public roads.  It makes common sense for the Town to consider the ordinance change.  The 
solution before us meets our needs today and in the future. We are in a donut hole position.  I 
appreciate all of the support we have received trying to resolve this issue. 
 
Jerry Cronkite – I live on Winding Way and would like to have you consider this change to the 
ordinance so that the voters can make the decision.  At the present time the buses cannot go 
across Hawthorne.  If the bus cannot turn around, then the kids will be waiting for the bus on Old 
County Road.  This is a very dangerous situation. 
 
Heather Mackey – lives on Chickawaukie Pond Road and agrees that the buses need to be able to 
turn around there.  She supports the ordinance.   
 
Richard Nightingale – I urge that you pass this ordinance on to the voters.  It is a safety thing and 
I have seen letters from the school on this supporting it.  Mr. Peabody, Mr. Beveridge and Tom 
Ford were never heard on this issue. 
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Robert Duke – I am a future resident on Ashley Terrace.  The 50% rule was put on by the Select 
Board to control subdivisions.  This case comes down to common sense.  We are well above the 
25% now. 
 
OPPOSITION – NONE 
 
NEITHER FOR NOR AGAINST 
 
Michael Miller – lives on Pine Brae Lane and is nor for or against this issue.  This provides a 
process that doesn’t only serve the residents that live on road, but also a surgeon who lives there.  
Pine Brae Lane is a bigger problem.  This subdivision was built by Hammond Brae in 1990.  
There are twenty people struggling to get a plowing contract this year to plow our road.  My point 
is that it costs us $404 plus our property taxes.  We don’t have the benefit of all of the town 
benefits.  Mentioned that she has written to the Town in 2013 and never received a response. 
 
The hearing closed at 7:20 p.m.  
 
             ARTICLE 3. Shall an Ordinance entitled, “Ordinance repealing the Town of Rockport 

 Sidewalk Ordinance,” be enacted?  
  
The hearing opened at 7:20 p.m. 
 
FOR - NONE 
OPPOSED - NONE  
NEITHER FOR NOR AGAINST – 
 
Geoff Scott, Camden resident -  He is chair of the Pathways Committee and said that we had 
discussed this before and there was no real conclusions.  This is an ordinance to guide the town. 
The Pathways Master Plan and the Comprehensive Plan are the guiding works.  An ordinance is 
different.  I agree that the wording is not great, but don’t feel that it should be repealed.    We 
would have to write another new ordinance to replace it.  It needs more investigation. 
 
Geoff P – you are on a committee to bring us guidance. 
 
Geoff S. – we are worried about the future. 
 
Tom Murphy – I am concerned the Planning Board will be looking at the site plan with sidewalks 
as part of it when reviewing those plans. 
 
Brendan – I would prefer to see another ordinance offered. 
 
Tom – an ordinance has more teeth than a policy.  The present ordinance doesn’t let you build 
towards the future.  The Select Board, ORC and Planning Board need to work on this.  The 
current ordinance doesn’t go as far as it should. 
 
There was discussion about having a neatly tailored sidewalk ordinance. 
 
Ken – I am the ORC liaison.  The present ordinance was adopted in 1990 and it has been ignored.  
We should get this off the books and work on something that will work. 
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The hearing was closed at 7:35 p.m. 
 
             ARTICLE 4. To see if the Town will vote to:  
 
 (1) Approve the design, construction and equipping of a new library building at 1 
 Limerock Street, including demolition of existing improvements on the property and 
 other site work (the “Project”);  
 
 (2) Appropriate a sum not to exceed $2,000,000 for the costs of the Project. 
 
 (3) To fund the appropriation in (2) above, and, provided the Town has received donation 
 commitments or funds from other revenue sources in an amount at least as large as $2 
 million, authorize the Treasurer and the Chairman of the Select Board to issue, at one 
 time or from time to time, general obligation securities of the Town of Rockport, Maine, 
 including temporary notes in anticipation of the sale thereof and future refunding 
 obligations, in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed $2,000,000, and to delegate 
 to the Treasurer and Chairman of the Select Board the authority and discretion to fix the 
 date(s), maturity(ies), denomination(s), interest rate(s), places(s) of payment, call(s) for 
 redemption, current or advance refunding(s) of the securities, form(s), and other details of 
 said securities, including execution and delivery of said securities against payment 
 therefore, execution of certificates, loan agreements and any other documents reasonably 
 related thereto, and to provide for the sale thereof.  
 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
 Total Town Indebtedness: 

 A        Bonds outstanding and unpaid:   $ 2,360,321.87 

 B. Bonds authorized and unissued:   $               0.00              

 C. Bonds to be issued if this Article is approved: $ 2,000,000.00 
 Total:        $ 4,360,321.87 

 
 Costs: 
 At an estimated interest rate of 3.8% for an estimated 20-year maturity, the estimated 
 costs of this bond issue will be: 
 Principal:       $ 2,000,000.00 
 Interest:       $    891,381.75 
 Total Estimated Debt Service:     $ 2,891,381.75 
 
 Validity: The validity of the bonds and the voters’ ratification of the bonds may not be 
 affected by any errors in the above estimates. If the actual amount of the total debt 
 service for the bond issue varies from the estimate, the ratification by the electors is 
 nevertheless conclusive and the validity of the bond issue is not affected by reason of the 
 variance. 
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_____________________________ 

      Richard C. Bates, Treasurer 
      Town of Rockport 
The hearing was closed at 8:15 p.m. 
 
            ARTICLE 5. Shall the voters of the Town of Rockport authorize the Board of 

 Directors of the Mid-Coast Solid Waste Corporation to enter into a 
 contract for up to 5 years to dispose of Municipal Solid Waste to 
 commence on or about April 1, 2018, for the fixed price of $57.85 
 per ton plus annual increases in the Consumer Price Index and on 
 such other terms and conditions that the Board of Directors deem 
 appropriate with ecomaine, a non-profit corporation owned solely 
 by municipalities and located in Portland, Maine? 

 
The hearing was opened at 8:15 p.m. 
 
FOR – 
 
Heather Mackey – I am in favor of this article.  I think that you should put it on the  
November ballot.  “Do it!”  “It will be great!” 
 
Cheryl Liechty – I live on Spruce Street.  We have had a lot of vigorous discussion on  
this subject.  I was enthusiastic for the library to be built at the old RES site, but there is a  
compelling argument for using the present site.  She will be helping with the fund raising.   
What is the deadline? 
  
III. NEW BUSINESS 
 

a. Final Discussion and Recommendation Vote by the Board on Articles Two 
through Five of the Tuesday, November 8, 2016 Special Town Meeting Warrant  

  
 Kenneth McKinley moved to place Article 2 on the warrant for the Tuesday, 
 November 8, 2016 Special Town Meeting as discussed.  Geoffrey Parker 
 seconded the motion.  VOTE:  5 FOR – 0 OPPOSED  
 
 RECOMMENDATION:  5 FOR – 0 OPPOSED – 0 ABSTAINED 
 Kenneth McKinley moved to place Article 3 on the warrant for the Tuesday, 
 November 8, 2016 Special Town Meeting as presented.  Geoffrey Parker 
 seconded the  motion.  VOTE:  5 FOR – 0 OPPOSED  
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 RECOMMENDATION:  4 FOR – 1 OPPOSED (CASAS) – 0 ABSTAINED 
 
 Kenneth McKinley moved to place Article 4 on the warrant for the Tuesday, 
 November 8, 2016 Special Town Meeting as presented in the original public 
 hearing notice.  Geoffrey Parker seconded the motion.  VOTE:  5 FOR – 0 
 OPPOSED  
 
 RECOMMENDATION:  5 FOR – 0 OPPOSED – 0 ABSTAINED 
 
 Kenneth McKinley moved to place Article 5 on the warrant for the Tuesday, 
 November 8, 2016 Special Town Meeting with a correction of striking out the 
 words “Camden, Hope and Lincolnville.”  Geoffrey Parker  seconded the 
 motion.  VOTE:  5 FOR – 0 OPPOSED  
 
 RECOMMENDATION:  5 FOR – 0 OPPOSED - 0 ABSTAINED 
 

b. Set the polling hours for Tuesday, November 8, 2016 Special Town Meeting 
Warrant from 8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. in the Rockport Town Office Richardson 
Room 

  
 Kenneth McKinley moved to set the polling hours for the Tuesday, November 
 8, 2016 Special Town Meeting Warrant from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the 
 Rockport Town Office Richardson Room. Geoffrey Parker seconded the 
 motion.  VOTE: 5 FOR – 0 OPPOSED 
  

c. Vote to sign the Tuesday, November 8, 2016 Special Town Meeting Warrant 
 
Kenneth McKinley moved to sign the Tuesday, November 8, 2016 Special 
Town Meeting Warrant with the changes approved earlier this evening.  
Geoffrey Parker seconded the motion.  VOTE:  4 FOR – 0 OPPOSED 
 
d. Vote to sign the Tuesday, November 8, 2016 Region 8 Mid-Coast School of 

Technology Referendum Warrant and Notice of Election 
 

Kenneth McKinley moved to sign the Tuesday, November 8, 2016 Region 8 
Mid-Coast School of Technology Referendum Warrant and Notice of 
Election.  Geoffrey Parker seconded the motion.  VOTE:  5 FOR – 0 – 
OPPOSED 
 

IV.   ADJOURNMENT 
 

Kenneth McKinley moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 p.m.  Brendan 
Riordan seconded the motion.  VOTE:  5 FOR – 0 OPPOSED  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
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LINDA M. GREENLAW 
TOWN CLERK as RECORDING SECRETARY  
 
 


