ROCKPORT CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING

AUGUST 5, 2015

PRESENT: Ted Skowronski, chairman; Ken McKinley, select board; Bruce Kapp, George
Haselton, Lynn Bannister

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 M. The minutes of the May 6th meeting were
approved.

It was noted that Ron Howard resigned, leaving one vacant position on the board.
COASTAL COMMUNITIES GRANT

We have been awarded an $11.2K Coastal Communities grant by the Maine Department of
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry. This is a partnership with Knox County Emergency
Management Agency. The project entails the development and demonstration of an approach
for identifying watershed areas with high potential for contributing to non-point sources of
nutrients to the Goose River and the harbor The grant, which includes funds for the purchase of
equipment, runs through September 2016.

DRAIN STENCILS
George Haselton’s daughter will repaint the stencils on drains leading down to the harbor.
PESTICIDES

It is town policy that no pesticides be used on town properties, except in extreme cases (such
as eradicating poison ivy). George Haselton will speak to either Tom Jackson or Tom Farley
and ask them to come to our meeting on September 2 and speak to us regarding organic lawn
practices. He will also ask someone from the press to attend the meeting to educate the public
on the issue of pesticide use. Ted Skowronski will also ask someone he knew in the lawn care
business to attend. We talked about having a public informational meeting in April or May with a
speaker (Tom Farley or Tom Jackson?)

SEWER INSPECTIONS

The DPW has yet to arrange for inspection of sewer connections for several homes identified
last year.

CHICKAWAUKIE POND

We are collaboration with Rockland’s Dept of Recreation to sample water quality in
Chickawaukie Pond.

TREE GRANT PROGRAM AND TREE PROGRAM



James Francomano will submit this years grant.

In addition, Ted will contact Ron Howard to see if the Rockport Garden Club agreed to be art of
the Tree Program. This program would be similar to Camden’s Tree Program. The town would
pay 1/3 the cost of a bare rooted tree, the land owner would pay 1/3, and the Garden Club
would pay 1/3. Ron is willing to grow root stock trees on the Erickson farm property to a height
suitable for transplanting.

Ken suggested that Ted ask Ron if he knew anyone from Maine Coast Heritage Trust who
would be interested in joining the RCC.

GRANT FOR CULVERT UPGRADE

The RCC will pass on information on this grant to the town planner.

George will also reach out to Trout Unlimited, to see if they want to participate in finding which
culverts need attention. This is a national organization, the local branch of which is active in
culvert work.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

We decided to table the election until the September meeting when more members are present.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00.

Respectfully submitted,

Lynn Bannister, Secretary



