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EMS Training Update

The members of the Police and Fire Departments that have been in the EMT-Basic course will be
taking the final written test the week of May18th and the hands-on final will be June 6"". After that,
the national test will be taken for certification. This course is difficult without having to deal with
the pandemic restrictions and precautions that have been in place. | sincerely appreciate the time
and effort of the members of the Rockport Police and Fire Departments for tackling this and wish
them well as they take the exams.

Summer Intern
The summer intern through the Margaret Chase Smith Policy Center begins on March 26™. The
intern will be working with the Town Manager’s Office for the next 12 weeks.

Brown Tail Moth Treatments

Treeworks of Rockport removed the brown tail moth nests from the trees at the Marge Jones
Recreational Fields and Walker Park. In addition, Treeworks injected the trees at Walker Park
with an insecticide that will kill any remaining caterpillars. The trees at the Marge Jones
Recreational Fields have also been injected with insecticide by the MSAD #28 employee. Because
we had insecticide remaining, | authorized injections at Seaview Cemetery as well.

While these efforts will help reduce the number of caterpillars and moths in these locations, please
keep in mind that trees that are located on abutting private parcels are not treated and are infected
in all these areas. This will lead to migration from private property onto public property. | urge
everyone to continue to take precautions during the spring and summer months.

Andre Statue

As you know, the face on the Andre statue at Harbor Park detached last week. After consultation
with the individual that repaired the statue a few years ago, | am pleased to announce that the
Andre statue has been repaired at no cost to the Town.

Town Office Re-Opening

Since the Town Office re-opened on Monday May 18", customers have been excellent in abiding
by the requirements of wearing face masks and practicing social distancing. The front counter has
been busy with transactions, mostly vehicle and boat registrations and some mooring permits.
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Property tax payments continue to be received, mostly through the mail. A reminder to all that
many transactions can be done online, but staff are available to assist in the Town Office during
regular hours.

Pandemic Work

Over the last two weeks, | have spent 39 hours on the pandemic in some fashion. This work
includes reviewing and adjusting budgets for current year and next fiscal year, creating re-opening
plans, training board and committee members on remote meeting guidelines, communicating with
state and local officials on plans and protocols, staying up-to-date on the current number of cases
in the state and in the county, reviewing guidance from Maine CDC, U.S. CDC, Governor’s Office,
and the DECD Office, and training staff on safety measures. The mount of time dedicated to this
issue is enormous and cannot be overlooked. | know that my colleagues in other municipalities are
dealing with the same issues as | communicate with them on a daily basis. | appreciate everyone’s
patience as some work takes longer to complete than usual while I deal with issues regarding the
pandemic.



