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Storm Damage Update:

Once again Rockport saw a storm impact our community with nearly four inches of rain and 50+
mph wind gusts. Due to heavy flooding Monday, a series of roads were closed — most were
concentrated around West Rockport, with the worst impact at Robinson Drive. Thanks to quick
action by our public works department, we were able to save this road and re-open it within
hours of water having rushed over and around the entrance. As many readers of this space know,
the Town has been actively engaged with FEMA concerning the October 31, 2021, storm and the
damage which occurred at that point incapacitating the culvert. Local engineering firm Gartley
and Dorsky worked diligently to prepare a solution for this damaged section of road within
weeks of that storm, and we’ve shared Gartley and Dorsky’s work with FEMA in the 18 months
since. FEMA pushed back on our solution for Robinson Drive because their standards suggest
they can only fund repairs which return the damaged location to the condition it was found.
However, regulations from Maine DEP and the Army Corps of Engineers make it impossible to
meet that standard. The choice for Town leaders is to fund construction of a repaired entrance
meeting the standards our engineers understand must be met, without guarantee of FEMA
reimbursement or work through FEMA’s bureaucracy, to ensure the $800,000 price tag is
reimbursed. Certainly, the inconvenience to residents of the neighborhood near Robinson Drive
has its costs, as does the attention, and continued upkeep the Town must maintain to ensure this
damaged road remains open. | have been in touch with our Congressional offices to make them
aware of this situation and the added burden Rockport is carrying due to this wildly inefficient
effort from FEMA. We will continue to do as much as we possibly can to get this matter
resolved but make no mistake, these storm events are occurring more frequently than ever, and
we must take steps where we can, to protect our community.

Town Clerk:

Elections: Election Day is on Tuesday, June 13" from 8 a.m. — 8 p.m. in the Richardson Room at
the Town Office and all matters, including the Town’s budget, will be decided by secret ballot
on that day. For those unable to make it on Election Day, absentee ballots will be available on
May 15",

The following returned nomination papers for elected positions on the June 13" ballot:
Select Board (Two Seats): Kim Graffam and Michael Thompson
Budget Committee (Three Seats): Geoff Parker


mailto:jduke@rockportmaine.gov
mailto:dhamilton@rockportmaine.gov

Library Committee (One Seats): C. Lee Goss
Five Town CSD/SAD 28 School Board (One Seat): Sarah Bradley-Prindiville

Donut Festival:
The Inaugural Rockport Donut Festival will be June 2" and 3.

This is a sponsored event by various businesses in the community and pays for itself.

Motor Booty Affair will be kicking this event off on the evening of June 2", so grab your bell
bottoms and get ready for this free event (donations welcomed to those participating).

Activities on June 3" will begin with a 5k Family Fun Run that starts at the library and ends at
the Harbor where we will have local donut vendors (Ruckus Donut, The Only Donut, and Old
Time Donut) selling all their different varieties of donuts. Followed by a Festival Parade at
10am, from Graffam Bros. to the RES site.

Throughout the afternoon there will be donut history talks at Union Hall, Homemade Donut
Competition, Kids events throughout the day, and ending with a dinner on the Bridge (pre-sale
tickets only), and a block party at the harbor with a DJ.

Check out the website for the fine details.
Interested in volunteering, sponsoring an event, or advertising your company during the festival?

More information on the event is on our website at
https://rockportmaine.gov/rockportdonutfestival

Payment In Lieu of Taxes

A check was received from Coastal Mountains Land Trust for $1,046.05 and Maine Media
College for $3,500.00 in lieu of property taxes for the services from the Town of Rockport.
Though it is not a requirement, it is greatly appreciated these non-profits see such value in how
the Town supports their missions.

Assessing:

The Town has engaged with KRT Appraisal to conduct yet another statistical update on property
values. While this will raise great concerns with many, the truth is that these updates likely see
only 1/3 of all taxpayers who will see an increase as a result of this effort, while the other 2/3"
will either stay status quo or see a decrease in their tax bill. There will be more information on
this effort in the coming weeks, but the incredible increases in property values force the Town’s
hand to ensure our values are somewhat reflective of the housing market we live in. Ignoring that
reality results in a loss of state revenues and more importantly an inequity where nearly 1/3™ of
our residents would be paying more than they should be. Surely no one enjoys increased tax
bills, but we must do all we can to ensure everyone is paying their fair share.

Police Department:

Our police officers have been quite busy with a series of overdose related matters in Rockport and
in the region. For those who think drugs are a problem for somewhere else... think again. Our
officers are equipped with Narcan and do their very best to help those who’ve put their health in
jeopardy. Addiction is a scary thing and it impacts all ages, economic statuses, races, sexes, and
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ravages everyone it can. [’m thankful our officers are here to not only keep us safe from others but
sometimes from ourselves.

With Camden’s police department being so short staffed, our officers will be assisting their
colleagues to the north over the next few months. If you see a Rockport cruiser in Camden, don’t
be surprised and know we are doing our best to help a neighbor in need of help.

Public Works:

Due to recent retirements and family events, our public works crew is a bit understaffed, so these
recent storms are not all that helpful. As many of you know, this is a busy time as public works
are tasked with transitioning from winter storm clean-up to spring cleaning mode. All of the
sanders have been removed and the plow gear is put away until the fall, but now sweeping, brush
cutting, and soon line painting will be coming to the fore. A note for residents along Union,
Central, and Pascal Avenue... you are likely aware the Town was unable to paint crosswalks due
to the late paving of these roads in the fall. Unfortunately, the paint used requires adequate warm
temperatures to dry properly and November did not cooperate in kind, but expect crosswalks to
return this month as warm weather returns. There are a few key locations, however, Maine
DOT’s ADA division has advised the Town we are unable to restore a handful of these crossings
because they do not meet ADA requirements for a safe crossing. Some of these locations we can
restore with minimal work from Town staff and state involvement, and we are working with
Maine DOT to complete those projects. Yet, residents should not be surprised if all crosswalks
they are used to using on those streets are not painted this spring.

Harbor:

All of our floats are now in the water at the Harbor, so I think that means Summer is here.
Speaking of Summer, Jared Cumming has been hired as our new Deputy Harbormaster and Jared
will start with us on Monday, May 8".

Prock Marine has repaired the pier, but further work may be needed this fall as Mother Nature
seemingly made it difficult to put the pier back in place. The various storms we’ve encountered
also put a dent in our pilings and Two Harbor Marine will be working over the next few weeks
to install new pilings.

Fire Department:

A new page on the Town’s website has been established for residents with questions about the
proposal to build a new fire station in West Rockport. Head to Rockportmaine.gov and click on
the Projects tab where you’ll find a page for the West Rockport Fire Station. We should have
more information on the page in the days ahead.

We continue to have a record-breaking year in terms of call volume. We had 21 calls in April
and a total of 98 calls thus far this year, with several of those calls assisting EMS providers.

For those interested in learning more about joining the fire department, please contact Chief
Peasley at jpeasley@rockportmaine.gov
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Employment Opportunities:

We have several job openings with the Town of Rockport, stop by the Town Office for an
application or call and we can email you an application. Also, job applications are available on
our town website, along with a detailed job description. https://rockportmaine.gov/jobs

All applications will be accepted until the positions are filled. The Town of Rockport is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

e Public Works Truck Driver/Equipment Operator/Laborer - This position involves
manual work in road construction, repair, and maintenance, snow and ice removal, and
other seasonal public works projects. A CDL is preferred. This is a full-time year-round
position for an anticipated opening in the spring.

e Video Technician — This position’s primary responsibilities are to operate the video and
audio equipment at the Rockport Opera House for recording and Livestreaming meetings
and events. This is a part-time year-round position with a lot of flexibility (most hours are
evenings with some occasional weekends needed).

e Marine Park Attendant - This position is part-time seasonal with approximately 20
hours a week from mid-June to September. Pay will be based on experience.
The Marine Park Attendant is responsible for assisting the Harbormaster with daily
operations of the Harbor.

Library:

Events. Many events are happening at the library so please keep an eye on the Rockport Public
Library website and Facebook page. We will also provide a list of events in our Rockport
Resource Newsletter.

New Hire. — Liz Cunningham was just hired as a part-time Library Assistant and Isla Salisbury
as a part time employee. Please welcome Liz and Isla to our Library family!

Opera House:

Unfortunately, currently there are no events at the Opera House due to water damage and
construction going on but we’ve made great progress with our insurance company. We hope to
resolve this claim in the weeks ahead and hope to set a date for repairs to commence soon.

Wastewater:

Maine Water Assistance Program. Is a federally funded program to help support eligible
households in having access to drinking water and wastewater utility services. Households will
be required to have water liability in order to be eligible for the drinking water/wastewater
program. To receive an application, you can call 888-623-6762 or email
water@mainehousing.org.

Recreation Committee:
Marge Jones Fields are open. If you want to schedule the use of a field for next year, email
rockportrec@rockportmaine.gov.

Rockport Resource Newsletter:
If you would like to receive the Rockport Resource Newsletter via email you can sign up through
our website.
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Civic Ready:

We encourage all residents to sign up for this, if you are interested in knowing what is happening
in the Town of Rockport. What is great about this system is that you decide which types of
information you receive whether it is a reminder when property taxes are due to information on
an upcoming event at the Opera House or when a public works project is happening in your
neighborhood; Civic Alert can keep you informed. Those interested can also sign up for alerts on
our website at https://rockportmaine.gov/civicready
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