Camden Rockport Bicycle and Pedestrian Pathways Committee
Minutes
May 1, 2019 - Camden Town Office
7:00 pm

Present (hoping for cookies):
Geoff Scott (minutes) - Camden
Lynda Clancy - Rockport
Robert Davis -Camden

Margo Murphy - Rockport
Anita Brosius-Scott - Camden
Richard Stetson - Camden

Absent (lost hope):

Leni Gronros - Rockport

Owen Casas - Rockport

Jane Self - Alt Camden

Helen Shaw - Rockport

Andrew Stancioff - Camden

Jenna Lookner - Camden Select Board Liaison
Jeff Hamilton - Rockport Select Board Liaison

Guests:
Sadly again, there were none

April Minutes
The minutes were accepted as written.

Leonard Lookner Cleanup Day
Reminder, meet at the Hannaford parking lot, 9-12 Fri/Sat, May 3,4.

Riverwalk

Action - Geoff to draft a memo to Camden SB asking them not to consider selling
the Town owned Rawson Ave property before a potential Riverwalk spur is
considered.

Geoff to remind Jeremy of any delay completing the Knowlton Section could affect
any RTP application Camden may want to submit.

Margo reports that ornithologist Mark Digeralamo is still interested in helping us
clarify if there are any heron colonies nesting around the Knowlton section but that
summer is coming and his time will be much more limited. Action - Geoff to speak
again with Jeremy Martin on his contacting [F&W to consider their construction
blackout dates after such a survey.

Shoreland Zoning - working on legislation submitted by Rep Vicki Doudera to
reduce setback for constructing trails in shoreland zones outside of Business
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Districts. Geoff, Jeremy Martin, Rep Vicki Doudera, went to the working session in
Augusta in front of the Environment and Natural Resources committee. Those
present could not speak unless the Committee asked them to. DEP spoke first and
said they were not comfortable to change legislation reducing setbacks as written in
this legislation fearing unintended consequences (though DEP helped draft the
wording). Jeremy was asked to speak and he made some suggestions to further limit
the potential scope of the legislation, to tighten up impact. One was to only allow
reduction of setback in State designated Service Centers, there are about 70 towns
in Maine so designated. A Maine State Planning Office task force on Service Center
Communities issued a report in 1998 that identified a key component for Service
Centers to develop economically is they needed to “Invest in Urban Parks and Trails
... excellent examples being waterfront walkways/trails ....” Another idea Jeremy
suggested was to allow the reduction in setbacks to only occur between two
business districts that are a mile or less apart. Despite Jeremy having forwarded
these suggestions to DEP prior to meeting; DEP was not keen. Audubon did not
respond and was not at the work session. The ENR Committee told interested
parties to discuss and craft an agreement. DEP said the interested parties could not
come to an agreement. Jeremy spoke again, after the Committee voted to not move
the bill out of committee. Jeremy stated he disagreed with decision and appreciated
how much time they spent on the subject. One committee member said that this
issue/question should be put to DEP when they revisit shoreland zoning. The
Committee agreed to forward a formal memo to DEP asking this issue be considered
when shoreland zoning is looked at (once every 4 years) again by DEP.

Discussion on other approaches to resolve setback:

What about history showing previous uses along the river? Hydropower in Maine
1869 - only spoke of specific dams along river; not a lot of info. Perhaps there are
pictures at Library’s Welsh Center, history, Camden, showing historical use. Geoff
shared that Jeremy felt that after some time has passed, maybe in the fall, to have
the DEP shoreland guy, Colin Clark, come and look at completed sections and have
him consider allowing us to build in similar locations along other sections.

At the latest CEDAC meeting Anita reported that Jeremy Martin spoke about the
Rawson Avenue town-owned lot, suggesting town sell the lot. It connects to Walter
Lamond’s 5 acre parcel. Both lots are planned for sections of the Riverwalk. Does the
PWComm want to advocate for keeping a pw ROW for a pathway spur?

Lynda moved that the PW Committee write to SB to not sell Rawson Ave lot until the
Committee can explore its possibilities for a Riverwalk connecting spur. Passed 6-0.
Action - Geoff to draft memo.

Route 90 Corridor

To develop sidewalks or crosswalks will be a challenge. Perhaps we can reclassify
the section between Rte 17 and Rte 1 down from Arterial roadway. Margo and
Lynda, will meet as subcommittee perhaps next week to explore, will send out an
invite to include Annika (CHRHS student), also Helen Shaw, Owen, Leni. The
ultimate vision for the project is to have an 8 wide multi-use trail, paved, with
esplanade separating it from the Rte 90.
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Route 1 North — no update. Bob Falciani spoke about Route 1 north at SB meeting. He
reported that MDOT is speaking with property owners about what MDOT needs to do.
Process generally takes 14-16 months, so earliest possible construction would be fall of
2020.

Rockport Sewer Line

In June there will be a Rockport Town Meeting warrant to vote to extend Route 1
sewer line to South Street where it will connect to the sewer line from Rockland.
Committee should urge that a pathway extend along Route 1 as was stated in
previous master plans. Lynda visited Rockport planner Bill Najpauer. Money is
there from TIF funds. Rockport citizens just received something in mail with info on
costs, impact to residences, possible connection costs etc. Lynda suggested to Bill to
explore extending a pathway or sidewalk down Route 1, which now ends around
Flatbread. Najpauer said that SB makes these decisions, and that current feeling is
that sidewalks should happen in village centers. Lynda reminded everyone that the
vision is to connect destinations, to connect Rockport centers. Bill felt it was too late
in the process to attempt this as part of this project. Her takeaway is that we have no
way of implementing our vision. Logically when excavation equipment is there, the
Town should take steps to put in related pedestrian/bicycle infrastructure. Adding
to the challenge is that Rockport does not have a full-time planner. Perhaps we
should have brought up ped/bike issues up when that bond was first discussed 2
years ago. The sewer line will run under the travel lane of Route 1, under shoulder,
or perhaps beyond the shoulder? If beyond shoulder, the excavation could be
topped with at least a packed fine gravel surface for a pathway. PW Committee
needs to meet with Rockport planning board, also needs to make our presence
better known in the community and leaders. Lynda proposes to send a letter to
Rockport SB regarding this issue, unanimously supported. Action - Lynda will draft
something and send around for review prior to next meeting

Rockport Sidewalk Survey aka Input on Rockport bond for infrastructure
maintenance

The Town has requested that we give them input and priorities for construction of
new sidewalks as well as maintenance of existing sidewalks in Rockport. The Town
is considering placing a bond before voters that consolidates overdue maintenance
on Town facilities. Though we haven’t done cost estimates, Geoff will resubmit
sidewalk maintenance list and capital improvement list along with the Sidewalk
Survey to Public Works Director Mike Young. The Committee feels that it is the
responsibility of Public Works to submit associated cost estimates.

Maritime Farms sidewalk
The request for bids for both the Washington Street and Maritime sidewalk projects
will go out this fall. MDOT has agreed to continue to hold the grant funds on account.

Bike Awareness

Continued discussion of getting groups together that have anything to do with
creating pedestrian/bicycle connections. Lynda spoke with John Anders of Georges
River Land Trust and NEMBA about getting together for a Summit to discuss vision.
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He agrees, that it doesn’t have to be much more than a conversation of what
everyone is doing. Maybe a grand vision will be an outcome, maybe not. Ultimately
as a result of the summit everyone is more aware of projects in the area. Outdoor
economy, etc. Lynda feels that if we were mutually supportive when we talk to
governing bodies, make common vision a bit more concrete. Creates awareness,
buzz. NEMBA, CMLT, Georges River Land Trust, Camden & Rockport etc. Proposes
that autumn would be a good time. Outdoor economy, public health, could share
thinking about grant resources. Action - Lynda to come up with summit group that
could lay out plan and timeline for summit meeting.

New Agenda items

Closing of Rawson Ave Bridge

The bridge has been closed by MDOT because of crumbling pillars. Neighbors are
discussing how kids are supposed to walk/ride to school? Funds are not available to
repair. MDOT owns and is responsible for repair. Town of Camden, if put resources
toward any bridges, would be the Molyneaux road bridge. So Camden has no plans
to repair bridge. However, MDOT is interested in tearing bridge out. Concern that
bridge will collapse of own weight and create problems in the river. If the bridge is
removed, MDOT would have to create turnarounds for emergency and delivery
trucks. Margo moves that PWComm should send a letter to SB urging them to make
sure that access over the river there is restored for pedestrians and cyclists given
it’s a prime route to school and that business district. It impacts ped-bike
connectivity. Robert seconds. No further discussion. Passed 5-1. Action - Geoff to
draft memo.

Pave Arounds

During the Camden Budget Comm meeting, Rick Seibel of Public Works reported
on line items, spoke of an increase in cost of sidewalks. He explained that Camden
will be doing pave-arounds on sidewalks around utility poles that are planted in
the middle of sidewalks. He said at that meeting he will do that next fiscal year. Rick
added money in the budget to do that.

Adjourn 8:50
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