Camden Rockport Bicycle and Pedestrian Pathways Committee
Minutes
Apr 3, 2019 - Rockport Town Office
7:00 pm

Present (at least physically):
Geoff Scott (minutes) - Camden
Lynda Clancy - Rockport
Andrew Stancioff - Camden
Margo Murphy - Rockport
Anita Brosius-Scott - Camden
Richard Stetson - Camden

Absent (who knows where):

Helen Shaw - Rockport

Leni Gronros - Rockport

Robert Davis -Camden

Owen Casas - Rockport

Jane Self - Alt Camden

Jenna Lookner - Camden Select Board Liaison

Guests:

Mar Minutes
The minutes were accepted as written.

Request to Adopt-A-Road for Rockport cleanup day
The Committee preferred to show up as individuals rather than commit to cleaning
up a particular section of road.

Route 90 Corridor

To develop sidewalks or crosswalks will be a challenge. Perhaps we can reclassify
the section between Rte 17 and Rte 1 down from Arterial. Action - Lynda and
Margo will look into this option with MDOT.

Rockport Sewer Line

No update, will wait until after the budgeting cycle and summer to engage in
motivating the town to include pedestrian and bicycle facilities when they are doing
this work.

Rockport Sidewalk Survey aka Input on Rockport bond for infrastructure
maintenance

The Town has requested that we give them input and priorities for construction of
new sidewalks as well as maintenance of existing sidewalks in Rockport. The Town
is considering placing a bond before voters that consolidates overdue maintenance
on Town facilities. Though we haven’t done cost estimates, Geoff will resubmit
sidewalk maintenance list and capital improvement list along with the Sidewalk
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Survey to Public Works Director Mike Young. The Committee feels that it is the
responsibility of Public Works to submit associated cost estimates.

Maritime Farms sidewalk

With the prospects of both the Maritime Farms and the Washington Street sidewalk
projects coming in over budget, Audra is working with MDOT to reduce the costs by
combining both projects into one bid process. The request for bids will go out this
fall. MDOT has agreed to continue to hold the grant funds on account. The
Committee recognizes that though both of these are sidewalk projects, we must
continue to advocate for multi-use pathways (to accommodate bicycles) wherever
possible in our communities.

Riverwalk
Action - Geoff to call Will Gartley on how shoreland construction building
constraints work.

Margo reports that ornithologist Mark Digeralamo is interested in helping us clarify
if there are any heron colonies nesting around the Knowlton section of the
Riverwalk. Mark estimates it would take 10-30 hours to do a full survey, perhaps at
a cost of $1,000 max. Action - Geoff to speak with Jeremy Martin whether with
[F&W would be open to reconsidering their construction blackout dates after such a
survey.

Shoreland Zoning - working on legislation to reduce setback for constructing trails
in shoreland zones outside of Business Districts. Geoff, Anita, Jeremy Martin, Rep
Vicki Doudera, and Senator Miramant, testified at hearing in Augusta in front of the
Environment and Natural Resources committee. As a result they asked us to return
to a working session to further discuss with DEP. The ENR committee is most
concerned with the unintended consequences of such a sweeping change, and asked
us to develop more constraining wording. Jeremy has some ideas: constraining to
Service Centers and, only to be used when connecting Business Districts with less
than 1 mile between them.

Richard - suggests that perhaps we could qualify for an exemption for the Riverwalk
if we can create a downtown revitalization project. Geoff suggested that as a fallback
we could invite Colin Clark of DEP to come down and take a closer look at what
we're trying to do with the Riverwalk.

Bike Awareness

Committee wants to start working on a regional summit to discuss bike awareness
in our communities bringing together various invested groups. These ‘partner’
groups would share their organizational visions and together form a larger group
vision. So this would be a bigger picture summit. Suggestions - is there interest in
creating the larger vision and how do we move this forward. CMLT has their goal,
MCHT has their goals, NEMBA has there, how do we bring all these together? A
master plan would come out of the summit with partners. Maybe we can get a grant
for shepherding the process through. Lynda thinks we’ve moved beyond this - we
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have the Round the Mtn project, the expanded bike trails in Thomaston, yet there’s a
lack of connectivity between parties. Everyone has their own vision. Summit would
be connective tissue. How to connect destinations - that would be what Pathways
heads to. Table discussion - more clarity. Action - Margo and Lynda will work on
crafting the process for the summit. Action - Andrew will work on steps for
creating awareness.

Adjourn - 9:15
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