
FEB. 2015   RCC 
 
ROCKPORT CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING 
 
FEBRUARY 4, 2015 
 
PRESENT:  Ted Skowronski, chairman; Charlton Ames, select board; Bruce Kapp, Lynn 
Bannister, Bob Kennedy 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:10.  The minutes from the January 7th meeting 
were approved.   
 
 
MISSION STATEMENT 
 
The commission voted unanimously to accept the following mission statement: 
 
The Rockport Conservation Commission is a voluntary board appointed by the Select 
Board to promote the protection, conservation and enhancement of the natural 
resources of Rockport. The Commission is responsible for conducting research, 
educating the public and making recommendations to appropriate town bodies.  The 
Commission works with other conservation organizations throughout the region to 
sustain the natural ecosystems for current and future generations to use and enjoy.  
 
SAFE DUMPING OF SNOW INTO THE HARBOR 
 
Lynn was concerned about the contaminants that are dumped into our harbor along with 
the snow each winter.  She will contact Mike Young about the DEP regulations 
concerning this issue and gather information from the state to insure that we are in 
compliance with the Clean Water Act. 
 
BAYSCAPING 
 
Bob reported that the Friends of Casco Bay has a program they call “bayscaping” that 
may be of interest to us.  It involves discouraging the use of pesticides and fertilizers that 
have a negative impact  on the quality of the water in the harbor.  In this regard Bruce  
also commented on the amount of plastic materials that are found in certain areas of the 
harbor.  This program would have an educational component, such as providing on line 
resources, working with landscapers to follow bayscaping practices, soliciting support 
from the business community, and rewarding those who follow these principles.  We 
need to find a member of the Commission who would be willing to take this on.  
 
STORM  DRAIN STENCILS 
 
We should reevaluate this program in the spring with an eye towards potentially 
expanding the program to include all storm drains that go into the harbor.  
 
KNOX COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
 
Bob met with the above organization and hopes that they will agree to use their GIS to 
determine all watersheds - what areas drain to what discharges in the harbor and what 



flows into the Goose River, thus giving us a run off analysis of the area.  
 
FOLLOW UP WITH TOWN MANAGER, RICK BATES,  REGARDING GOODIES 
BEACH  
 
Bob will be in touch with Rick Bates and get an update on the following: 
 
     -survey follow up 
     -sewer line inspection for selected homes 
     -possible use of Camden sewage treatment 
     -run off calculation for Pascal Avenue 
     -initial engineering feasibility study for treating run off 
 
BUDGET 
 
We worked on our part  the Municipal Budget for the year 2-15-2016 that will be 
presented to the Select Board. 
 
WALKER PARK 
 
Bob has asked Keri Kaczor from Maine Healthy Beaches if they could provide an 
advisory sign telling the public when it was unsafe to swim in the waters off the park.  
Maine Healthy Beaches does not consider this to be a beach, however since it is open to 
the public, we will post an advisory sign based on rainfall, using the data we have 
collected  from Goodies Beach 
 
TREE CANOPY PROGRAM 
 
We have missed the November deadline to apply for a grant from the state.  
Nevertheless, Ted will talk with Ron Howard about the possibility of purchasing and 
planting small or bare rooted trees on the Erickson Farm property for future use 
throughout the town of Rockport.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:40.  THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON MARCH 4TH 
AT 8:00 AM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Lynn Bannister, Secretary 
 

 
 


