Approved
Special Rockport Public Library
Committee Meeting, January 9, 2020
at Town Office
Meeting called to order at 10:01 by W. Chapman

Present:

Library Committee: William Chapman, Treasurer; Elizabeth Dailey,
Secretary; Helen Shaw, and Stephanie Kumble.

Absent: Heaven Bartlett, Chair- excused

Library Director: Ben Blackmon

Friends’ Liaison: Ann Filley, absent

Select Board Liaison: Doug Cole

Guests: Library Foundation members: Joan Welsh, and Philip Conkling

Announcements/Introductions: Special Guest — Angela Shaw-Chapman
(she was so good; she’s invited back)

Consideration of Agenda: Consideration of one item - To discuss issuing
the Rockport Public Library Foundation a loan to help with the purchasing
of furniture for the new Library

Public Comment: none

New Business: A discussion ensued concerning the one agenda item of
business. A suggestion from the Rockport Library Foundation to use the
word advance instead of loan was agreed to. Initially, some Rockport
Library committee members expressed reservations for advancing money
($100,000) from the endowment. Generally, there was concern about being
true to the mission of the Rockport Library committee, which is to protect
and make sound financial decisions concerning the endowment fund. Other
members expressed some frustration with the process thus far which has
impacted trust in dealing with the Select Board.

After concerns were aired, a motion was made by H. Shaw, that the
Rockport Library committee will provide a $100,000 advance to the
Rockport Library Foundation toward furnishings for the new library to be
repaid on the basis of an agreement to be worked out. Seconded by S.
Kumble; vote passed 4-0 with 1 absence (Bartlett).



Our next meeting is January 24, 2020 (please note this is a one-week
postponement) at 10:30.

Adjournment: Motion made by S. Kumble to adjourn at 11:13; seconded
by H. Shaw; passed 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,
Elizabeth Dailey, Secretary



